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(1538) and Dictionaire francoislatin (1539), the first edition of his smaller
Dictionariolum puerorum (1542), and the third edition of the Latinae linguae
Thesaurus (1543). The enduring authority of the two Estienne thesauri
explains the importance of the Greek and Latin Lexica Project, involving
the computerization of the two Estienne thesauri, led by Peter Way of Paris
with the participation of the universities of Kaiserslautern and Toronto.
The remaining chapters deal with German, Dutch, English, and
Scandinavian treatments of the heritages of the early medieval Germanic
world, those of the heritages of post-classical Latinity and Byzantine Greek
and seventeenth-century polyglot and universal dictionaries. The volume
ends with an extensive bibliography and an index. (RUSSON WOOLDRIDGE)
Andrew D. Irvine and John S. Russell, editors. In the Agora:
The Public Face of Canadian Philosophy
University of Toronto Press 2006. 352. E39.95

In the Agora: The Public Face of Canadian Philosophy is a collection of essays
written by Canadian philosophers addressing issues of social and political
importance. It contains many compelling and readable contributions by
some of Canada’s most influential academic philosophers, including
Charles Taylor, Ian Hacking, Susan Sherwin, and Will Kymlicka. It exhibits
the power and utility of applying philosophical thinking to pressing
practical problems.
The anthology is divided into twelve chapters, each of which is
devoted to a particular topic. These are science and the environment;
mind, intelligence, and the new technologies; education and culture; the
contemporary world; authority and the individual; free speech; reverse
discrimination; life and death; national unity; 9/11 and after; happiness
and morality; and the changing university. This review discusses articles
in chapters 3, 6, and 8, some of which seem to represent the best in
philosophical thinking on hard but enduring social issues.
The essays in ‘Education and Culture’ share a deep commitment to the
value of a liberal education. Each in its own way makes a unique case. Of
note is John Woods’s contribution in which he argues that what makes an
education liberal is its freedom from religious dogmatism and political
interference in the curriculum. Its benefits are many and various.
However, among the most important are ‘literacy and articulateness,
acumen and discernment, sensitivity and judgement and exposure to
the best that has been written and thought.’ The chapter entitled ‘Free
Speech’ contains two excellent articles by John Dixon, in which he
defends a liberal view of freedom of expression. In the context of his
defence of pornography he discusses the importance of women’s voices
to the fight against censorship. He is right. But it is a pity that this
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section did not let women speak for themselves and that the editors did
not include articles by Canadian feminist philosophers advocating more
and less friendly attitudes to pornography and hate speech. This would
have helped the reader see the contours of the debate about free speech
more clearly and more philosophically.
The chapter ‘Life and Death’ also contains some first-rate contributions.
The articles by Susan Sherwin on feminism and cancer treatment, Arthur
Schafer on the ethics of the use of human embryonic stem cells in medical
research, and Eike-Henner W. Kluge on children and informed consent
stand out as noteworthy. The power of these pieces lies in the fact that they
employ philosophical tools to facilitate our understanding and critical
evaluation of public policies regulating the matters under discussion,
thereby demonstrating the important practical results that flow from keen
philosophical analysis. The chapter’s other contributions are good, but
most lack this sort of close engagement with public policies. The editors
could have selected pieces more closely focussed on Canadian policy,
especially on the issue of abortion, a matter about which several good
Canadian philosophers have written (including Sherwin).
A majority of contributions to this volume were previously published
in periodicals and newspapers, such as Scientific American, the Globe and
Mail, and the Winnipeg Free Press. A smaller number of articles have
been excerpted from academic monographs or journal articles written
for scholarly audiences, and still others were commissioned for the
volume. This approach provided the editors with considerable latitude
as to whom they could draw on and which topics they could have
addressed. It is unfortunate that they did not use these mechanisms to
produce a volume containing a greater number of women (of the thirtyseven authors, only five are women) and an ethnically more diverse set
of authors. This is difficult to do in philosophy, which has attracted
fewer women and minorities than it ought to. It is nonetheless a shame
that the only ethnically diverse element of this book is the ethnic-looking
faces on its rather striking cover. One should not judge this book by its
cover. Or perhaps one should! (ANTHONY SKELTON)
Martin Pickavé. Heinrich von Gent über Metaphysik als erste
Wissenschaft: Studien zu einem Metaphysikentwurf aus dem letzten
Viertel des 13. Jahrhunderts
Brill 2007. x, 402. E116.00,
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Henry of Ghent (d. 1293) was the most significant and influential thinker
in the period of extraordinary philosophical and theological activity in the
two or so decades between the death of Thomas Aquinas the earliest
teaching of Duns Scotus. Henry’s influence on this latter thinker is well
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