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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Beyond Misogyny and Metaphor: Women in Nietzsche's Middle Period RUTH ABBEY WHWNe.~AI)LITEnALLY, the works of Friedrich Nietzsche are usually taken to denigrate or dismiss women. Walter Kaufmann's ubiquitous commentary on The Gay Science notes, for example, that "Nietzsche's comments on women generally do him little credit. ''~ Kaufmann's book on Nietzsche refers to the "prejudices about women" which, he assures us, "need not greatly concern the philosopher. ''~ Nietzsche appears to Bruce Detwiler "to have been an unabashed misogynist,"s Judith Shklar "finds in him.., misogyny and sexual disgust,"4 and Alexander Nehamas confesses that "Nietzsche's views of women still disturb me after all these many years."5 'Feminism' is advised by Keith Ansell-Pearson that it "must certainly attack Nietzsche's views on women. ''6 Nor is attention to Nietzsche's putative misogyny a recent phenomenon. Explaining "Nietzsche's attacks on the female sex," Georg Brandes, a contemporary and correspondent of Nietzsche, writes that "he does not seem to have known many women, but those he did know, he evidently loved and hated, lIn GS, 126,n.5; cf. 317, n.93. I cite Nietzsche'stexts (followedby page and section number) using the standard English language acronyms :Human, All-Too-Human (HAH), Daybreak(D),and The Gay Science(GS).HAH and D are translated byR.J. Hollingdale and published byCambridge University Press (1986 and 1982respectively).GSis Kaufmann's translation (NewYork: Random House, 1974). ~Nietzsche: Philosopher, Psychologist,Antichrist (NewJersey: Princeton University Press, 195o), 63. 3Nietzsche and thePoliticsofAristocraticRadicalism (Chicago:Universityof Chicago Press, 199o), x5; cf. 193. 4Ordinary Vices (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1984),a~. 5Nietzsche:Life as Literature (Cambridge, Mass.:Harvard University Press, 1985),viii. In Paul Patton, ed. Nietzsche, Feminism and Political Theory (London: Allen & Unwin, 1993), 3~; cf. 43. 234 JOURNAL or THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 34:2 APRIL i996 but above all despised."7 Bertrand Russell also notes Nietzsche's contempt for women in his History of Western Philosophy. 8 In response to this, some interpreters, most notably Sarah Kofman and Jacques Derrida, argue that Nietzsche's remarks about women must be read metaphorically so that, for example, the role of woman is related to that of truth in Nietzsche's writing.9 Moreover, when Nietzsche's works are read metaphorically , it is possible to use his positive female imagery to deconstruct his overt denigrations of women.x~ However, while metaphorical readings might mitigate the charge of misogyny , they also risk depoliticizing Nietzsche's work. Nietzsche was greatly concerned about the future of European civilization, fearing that it would be dominated by 'the last man TM but hoping that, via a transvaluation of values, Obermenschen would sieze the cultural initiative and create a new aristocracy of spirit. The spread of the doctrine of universal equality, a doctrine which, according to Nietzsche, began with Christianity and was furthered by its mod7FriedrichNietzsche ,trans. A. G. Chater (New York: Macmillan, 19o9), 53-54. (London: Allen & Unwin, 1946), 731-32. aSarah Kofman, Nietzscheet la ScbnePhilosophique(Paris: Union G~n~rale d'Editions, 1979), 285-3o4. Jacques Derrida, Spurs: Nietzacke'sSOles,trans. B. Harlow (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1979). See also Gary Shapiro, NietzscheanNarratives (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1989), 95; Ansell-Pearson in Patton, 37, 39; Rosalyn Diprose in Patton, 1-26. The bestknown instance of Nietzsche associating women with truth comes in Beyond Goodand Evigs Preface , which begins "Supposing truth to be a woman ..." (trans. R. J. Hollingdale [Middlesex: Penguin, 1973]), 13. ~~ Ansell-Pearson notes: "If we read Nietzsche's texts carefully we discover, not simply that they are littered with misogynist remarks, but that they also deconstruct their own phallocentric pretensions, largely through a celebration of woman as a metaphor representing the creative forces of life" (in Patton, 37). It is curious that Ofelia Schutte, who is so alive to the role of metaphor in Nietzsche's thought (see Beyond Nihilism: Nietzsche without Masks [Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984], ix, 35, lOO, 125 and passim), and who cautions against reading his metaphors uncritically (loo), automatically excludes his discussions of women from metaphorical interpretation (188). She offers no justification for this, no criteria for determining which aspects of Nietzsche's writing are amenable to metaphorical reading and... 
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