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Abstract

The article is a review for the book of Prof.Dr. Konul Bunyadzade “Wisdom
of Love: Rabia al-Adawiyya and Edith Stein”. The author of the article notes that
the book is very important as a chance to build a solid foundation for an ever grea-
ter communion between the two great monotheistic religions, precisely Islam and
Christianity and to show how a “common” path of research can be followed.
“Love” and “grace” are the benchmarks of this book where Bunyadzade compared
the views of Rabia al-Adawiyya and Edith Stein — the true servers of their religions
as Islam and Christianity. This book brings us back to the importance of a “‘commu-
nity work” that can become a way of life, since the search for “Truth” cannot be
conducted in isolation, but it needs the help of many associates in order to be
reached. These features and the method of the book make it not only an unicum, but
also a novum showing how it is possible to undertake such an itinerary when we let
ourselves be guided by “Wisdom”. The “Wisdom” is a companion on the road who
walks with us silently; only by crossing its silence we can understand how the words
that arise from this silence are no longer those that we use in everyday language,
but we can hear in it the words rich in meaning. Bunyadzade’s merit was that of
restoring these "words" through the poetic language of Rabia and that of Edith in
his Kreuzeswissenschaft (Scientia crucis), a work that she ended in the silence of the
Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp.

The author of the article notes that this book “infuses faith into humanity”.
Moreover, it is also an ethical duty to continue to reflect on what the Author has so
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generously “returned” to us in a sharing spirit which is also an invitation to
communion. Continuing to think is necessary to act thinking.

Keywords: Divine love, Edith Stein, Rabia al-Adawiyya, divine wisdom, “I-
Other-Divinity”, “I-Other-Deity”.

The analyzes conducted by Prof. Konul Bunyadzade during these years and
merged into the present volume: “Divine and Human Love in Philosophy: (Rabia al-
Adawiyya (VIII c.) and Edith Stein (XX c.)”, are unique for different reasons for the
scientific world of the Stein studies. Yet, before analyzing in detail the theoretical
scope of some of these reasons, | would like to focus on an aspect that | believe will
be useful for the reader who is about to analyze the book and which markedly distin-
guishes the cut that Bunyadzade wants to give to her investigations: she serves the
research to build a solid foundation for an ever greater communion between the two
great monotheistic religions, precisely Islamism and Christianity. | intentionally use
the verb “to serve” because in our specific case it indicates the author’s “putting her-
self at the service” in her continuous researching, thus becoming a “servant” precise-
ly because she seeks the full sense. Only in this condition the research, the rigorous
one, can be a valid instrument that helps us to look beyond to see how the “sacred”
comes to meet us while we ourselves are walking a stretch of path. For those like me
who have read the work done by the author, it is possible to see how a “common”
path of research can be followed. Normally it is customary to talk about the common
points, or points of contact, which exist in the two great monotheisms, but these
commonplaces are abundantly overcome by the Author, who, instead, operates a
radical change: she shows how Rabia al-Adawiyya and Edith Stein — through the
direct experience of the “divine” and “human” — can re-create a common path where
it is possible to understand how divinity and humanity walk together to merge into
mystical experience. The stakes in this book are very high because the “points in
common” are radically supplanted by the “common” interest in seeking Truth and,
therefore, the sacred. The human being thus becomes a seeker of meaning, since in
him there is a trace of the sacred that lives deeply within it.

In this way Bunyadzade performs the juxtaposition of two women who have
marked the history of Sufism and Christianity. This approach was made possible be-
cause the author has masterfully combined the salient aspects not only of Rabia al-
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Adawiyya, but above all of the phenomenologist Edith Stein, an important member
of the phenomenological circle of Gottingen, who became a catholic in 1922 al-
though coming from a Jewish family. Stein’s intellectual journey and a first attempt
of comparison with Sufism was analyzed by Bunyadzade in an anthology published
in Italy in 2014, This work received the consent of many Catholic figures in the Va-
tican City because for the first time the figure of Stein was seen in continuity with
the “elected women” of the Koran who are called to go all the way to wisdom. Bun-
yadzade’s contribution in the book “Starting again from Edith Stein” represents the
first attempt of a “plural thinking”. In fact, there are contributions from all Stein spe-
cialists from different parts of the world, and along with these the contribution offe-
red by two scholars of Azerbaijan, such as that of the author and of prof. Salahaddin
Khalilov2. They not only constitute the point of connection between East and West,
but also a solid foundation to accomplish together the stretch of road already under-
taken.

“Love” and “grace” are the benchmarks of this book from which a reflection
on the human being begins, seen in the dual dynamics of the masculine / feminine.
The research method used by Bunyadzade is exclusively phenomenological: if the
divine frames the entire volume, the human being here assumes the focal point that
animates the constant concern of the author of furnishing an investigation that can
restore full dignity to it, very often disfigured by the many social and religious con-
ditions. In fact, the human being caught in its uniqueness is always open to relation-
ship: this is one of the theoretical junctions that make this book unique not only from
a philosophical, but also from an ethical point of view. Why talk about “relation-
ship” and not “relationships” when referring to the human being? The Author shows
in a convincing way that only the term "relationship™ is the one that most truthfully
renders the action of the human being. This is because it is in a single “relationship”

1 Cfr. BuNYADZADE K., La donna come ricercatrice della perfezione. Un possibile
approccio allo studio del pensiero di Edith Stein in Azerbaijan, in Ripartire da Edith Stein.
La scoperta di alcuni manoscritti inediti (Quaderni per I’Universita, 5), P. Manganaro — F.
Nodari (eds.), Prefazione di L. Boella, Morcelliana, Brescia 2014, pp. 335-344.

2Cfr. KHALILOV S., L opera «Die Rezeption Edith Steins» apre una nuova stagione di
studi in Azerbaijan. Spunti per una fenomenologia della religione, in Ripartire da Edith
Stein. La scoperta di alcuni manoscritti inediti (Quaderni per [’Universita, 5), P. Manganaro
—F. Nodari (eds.), Preface by L. Boella, Morcelliana, Brescia 2014, pp. 323-334.
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that the human being lives his relationship with himself, with the divinity and with
others. There is therefore a single relationship that is structured in different “deg-
rees”. Only in this way the uniqueness of the human being is guaranteed, and his or
her action takes on a new qualitative trait since in relation to “I-Other-Deity” the hu-
man being is aware that in this triad there is a fusion that must always be safeguar-
ded. Instead, it is often common to experience “relationships” that are most often ex-
clusive: the “I-Other-Divinity” triad contains a fusion that cannot be separated by ar-
bitrary relationships. Hence the ethical living and the value of “tolerance”, so acute-
ly analyzed by Bunyadzade, depend on the ability to see in this triad not only the dif-
ference but the harmony of differences. It is no coincidence that the human being
opens to a first alterity when he decides to live the relationship with his fellows: it is
from this first experience of otherness that we discover that there is a much greater
Alterity that governs the world. It is therefore not possible to choose to come to the
Other in an isolated way excluding the others. Just think, for example, how the vital
environment in which Edith Stein’s investigations mature has always been the “com-
Munity” environment.

Every place in her work is full of comparisons, assumptions, references to
other authors who, in the spirit of Stein’s research, are fundamental along the road
that leads to the achievement of truth; the method learned at Husserl’s school consis-
ted of a work absolutely alien to forms of pure soliloquy. It is in this direction that
Bunyadzade's theoretical framework helps us to understand how “ethical action” sp-
rings from community life; precisely of those who feel the responsibility of making
the reader grasp that the search for Divinity naturally leads us to set up qualitative
relationships aimed at the common good and at safeguarding the dignity of the hu-
man being, of any human being. “I-Other-Deity” is an example of how diversity is a
source of treasure and cannot be seen as a threat. We might venture to say that the
diversity that regulates the world is necessary — I would dare say indispensable — so
that every human being can keep his personal individuality in the world of life
(Lebenswelt).

The author brings us back to the importance of a “community work™ that can
become a way of life, since the search for “Truth” cannot be conducted in isolation,
but it needs the help of “many” in order to be reached. Only in this way every self-
referential position no longer finds justification because a new dimension opens up
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to us: the “community” (Gemeinschaft). However, it is necessary to be constantly
accompanied by an “inner gaze” (first degree of relationship) that knows how to re-
cognize in its own and in the other’s singularity the first seed of a greater Alterity.
Our otherness, the inner one, enables us to discover the transcendence of the alter
ego (second degree of relationship), analogously to the infinite Being. Therefore, in
the mutual relationship of community living, the person lives his or her second pos-
sibility towards a greater transcendence (third degree of relationship).

All these aspects and the style with which they are analyzed by the author ma-
ke this book not only a unicum, but also a novum showing how it is possible to un-
dertake such an itinerary when we let ourselves be guided by “Wisdom”. The “Wis-
dom” as a companion on the road who walks with us silently; only by crossing its si-
lence we can understand how the words that arise from this silence are no longer
those that we use in everyday language, but we can hear in it words rich in meaning.
Bunyadzade’s merit was that of restoring these "words" through the poetic language
of Rabia and that of Edith in his Kreuzeswissenschaft (Scientia crucis), a work that
she ended in the silence of the Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp.

It is a great honor for me to express my gratitude to Prof. Konul Bunyadzade
for having infused faith in humanity with this book, but it is also an ethical duty to
continue to reflect on what the Author has so generously “returned” to us in a sha-
ring spirit which is also an invitation to communion. Continuing to think is necessa-
ry to act thinking.

1st January 2018

Passage to the Catholic Church
with the Sacrament of Baptism
received in Bergzabern on 1st January 1922

Prof.Dr. Frangesko Alfieri

Haqga aparan ortaq yol niimunasi
(xtilasa)

Magalo AMEA-nin miixbir iizvii Koniil Biinyadzadanin “Esqin hikmati. Rabia
al-Odaviyya va Edit Stein” kitabina (Baki, 2018) yazilmis raydir. Miidllif har seydan
awal vurgulaywr ki, aparilmis tadgiqati iki béyiik monoteist din, daha daqiq desak,
Islam va Xristianhq arasinda daha six iinsiyyatin qurulmasi iiciin méhkom tamalin
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yaradilmasinda xiisusi shamiyyato malikdir va “ortaq” tadgiqat yolunun ¢okilmasina
bir niimunadir. Onun fikrina géra, kitabda Xristianlq va Islamin gorkomli gadin nii-
mayandalori arasinda aparilan miiqayisali tahlil esqg vo marhamotin etalonu hesab
edila bilar. Bela ki, bu tadgigat “barabar isin” ahamiyyatine dogru geri aparwr ki, o
bir hayat torzina cevrilo bilor. “Haqqin” axtarist tacrid olunmugs sokildo aparila
bilmaz vo maqsada catmagq ticiin “¢oxlarimin” kémayina ehtiyac var. Qeyd edilon
keyfiyyatlar va idislub kitabr yalniz unikal (unicum) deyil, ham da yeni edir. O, idara
etmayi “Hikmata” hovalo edanda neca bir yol cizmagin miimkiiniiyiinii gdstorir.
Miisllifin fikrina gora, “Hikmat” sakitca bizimla barabar gedan yol yoldas: kimidir
Vo yalmiz bu sakitliyi pozmagla biz anlaya bilirik ki, bu sakitlikdon ucalan sézlar
bizim giindalik islatdiyimiz sozlor kimi deyil, biz burada ancaq mana dolu sozlor
esido bilorik. Biinyadzadonin avazsiz xidmoati ondadir ki, bu “sozlori” Rabianin
poetik dili va Editin arzig Auschwitz-Birkenau habs diisargasinda bitirdiyi “Xag¢in el-
mi” Kreuzeswissenschaft (Scientia crucis) asari vasitasilo barpa edir.

Miisllif bela hesab edir ki, kitab “basariyyato iman iifiiriir.” Eyni zamanda, bu
hom da davamli olaraq diisiinmaya davat edan bir etik borcdur: Miiallif boyiik bir so-
Xavatlo bizi ruhlarimizin saylorini tokrar birlosdirmaya davat edir. Bu, ham da vahdo-
to bir dovardir. Diisiinmokda davam etmak lazimdwr ki, diistina bilak.

Acar sézlor: llahi esq, Edith Stein, Rabia al-Odaviyya, ilahi hikmat, “Moan-
basqasi-ilahilik”, “Man-basqasi-ilahi Zat”.

Ilpogp. /Ip. @panuecko Anvghvepu

Ilpumep obugezo nymu k Hcmune
(pesiome)

Cmamos aensemcs 0m3vleomM Ha KHuey uneHa-koppecnondenma HAHA Ke-
Hyne Bynvaosade «Myopocme niobeu: Pabua an-Aoasvuitia u Joum [Lmaiiny (ba-
Ky, 2018). Asmop npescoe 6ceco ommeyaem, Uumo nposedeHHoe UCCIed08aHue Ume-
em BadICHOe 3HAYeHUe KAK npumep Oosiee mecho2o obujenus mexncoy 08yms 6oabLU-
MU MOHOMEUCMUYECKUMU penuUsiMU, a UmMeHHo medxcoy Ucnamom u Xpucmuancm-
60M, U KAK NpuUMep NPoeOeHUsl COBMeCmHo20 ucciedosanus. OH cuumaem, ymo
IMATOHOM KHUSU, 8 KOMOPOU NPOBOOSMCS NAPATIENU MENCOY HCEHWUHAMU-PUTOCO-
hamu, UCMUHHBIMU CLYHCUMETAMU C8OEU peusUuL, MOZYm GbICHYNAMb «1H0008bY U
«baazo0amovy. Imo ucciedosanue 6038pawaem K MulCiU O 8ANCHOCMU «COBMECH-
HOU pabomuly U MO Modcem cmamv 06pazom dicuznu. Bedv nouck «Ucmunvly e
MOdHCem 8eCmuchb 8 OOUHOUKY U HYHCOAeMmCsl 8 NOMOWU MHo2UX. Dmu Kavecmsea u
memoo, npumenennviii K. Bynvsaozaoe, denaem Knuey He mMoOIbKO YHUKATbHOU, HO U
HOBbIM (henHomenom. Kuuea nokaswvieaem, Kax MOJICHO COBEPUAMb MAKOe Nyme-
uiecmaue, K020a Mbl HOTHOCMbIO 0o8epsemcst « Myopocmuy. Bedwb «Myopocmuy no-
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X0ICA HA MOHANUBO20 CRYMHUKA, U MOTbKO HAPYUWUSE MO MOIYAHUE, Mbl CMOICEM
NOHAMb, YMO C08A, UCXO0SUUE U3 MOTUAHUS, He NOX0JICU HA 0ObIUHbIE U Mbl CMO-
JHceM YIblams ub C106a, noauvle cmvicaa. Heoyenumas 3acnyea bynvsaoszaode 3a-
KAIOYAemcst 8 mom, Ymo OHA 80CCMAHOBIUBAEN dMU C0BA NOCPEOCNEOM NOIMU-
yecko2o szvika Pabuiia u npouseedenus Doum «Hayka Kpecmay/Kreuzeswissen-
schaft (Scientia crucis), komopoe ona nanucana 6 KOHYEHMPAYUOHHOM Jazcepe
cmepmu Ayweuy-buprenay.

Aemop cuumaem, ymo KHU2a «80y8aem eepy 8 uenogeuecmeoy. B mo oce epe-
M5 3MO — IMUHECKUl 002 NPOOOANCAMb PAZMBIULIAMb HAO 6Cceobuyell 0yX08HOC-
mb10, KOmMopyo A8mop ¢ maxoil wedpocmuio 8036pawjaem Ham u Ymo maxaice a6i-
sAemcs npueiaueruem K eOuHeruro. Beob umobwsl ymems oymames HeoOX00UMO Hen-
PEPLIBHO dyMamb.

Knioueswie cnosa: 6ooxcecmeennas n10606sb, Ioum [llmaiin, Pabuiia an-Aoa-
sutitia, bodcecmeeHHas Myopocmo, «A-Opyeou-6oxcecmeennocmy, «A-0pyeou-60-
acecmeennas Cymoy.
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