Guidelines for the Editor’s Introduction

1. Purpose

The aims of the Editor’s Introduction are twofold. Firstly, the assignment assesses your ability to independently research and locate academic papers that are relevant to their chosen topic. Secondly, the assignment assesses your ability to apply critical evaluation skills learnt throughout the course to these texts.
Your Editor’s Introduction must discuss three texts that are relevant to your chosen subject (see ‘Topics’ below).  You may use up to two of the eligible texts from the class reading list (marked with a * on the week by week guide).  You must source at least one additional relevant text. Your text must have been published no earlier than the year 2000.  You must provide your tutor with a provisional list of your chosen texts no later than your first seminar in Week 7 of the module (which is Teaching Week 10).  Your tutor will then either approve that list or require you to seek other texts.
You should imagine that you are writing an introduction to a short collection of papers. This introduction should give an overview of the content of each of the three texts and explain why the three texts have been placed in the collection. You are required to:

· Explain what topic and what aspect of the topic your collection focuses on

· Explain why the three chosen texts are of academic interest and relevant to the chosen focus
· Identify themes and similarities between the views and arguments presented in the three papers

· Identify any contrasts or conflicts between the views and arguments presented in the three papers

· Critically engage with the views and arguments used in the texts

2. Topics

You are required to write your introduction on one of the following topics:

· Famine Relief

· Animal Cruelty

· Speciesism

· Vegetarianism

The discussion in class has focused on the ethical issues surrounding the topics.  However, if you wish, you may choose to focus on a different aspect of the topic.  For example, you might discuss:
· The Economics of Famine Relief: how do we get people to give more aid, more effectively?

· Animal Cruelty and Business:  how can businesses respond to issues of animal cruelty?
If you choose to focus on some other aspect of the topic, you must discuss this with your tutor and get this approved with your list of chosen texts in week 7.  You must also ensure that you explain in your Editor’s Introduction what aspect of the topic you have chosen to discuss and why the chosen texts are relevant.
3. Resources

In order to search for relevant texts students are advised to use the following search engines:

http://philpapers.org/
http://scholar.google.co.uk/
http://www10.tdnet.com/frames.asp
For bibliographies of papers in your chosen subject:

http://plato.stanford.edu/
For advice on how to find philosophy journal articles:

http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/subjects/philosophy/journalarticles.html
For an online tutorial of using Library resources

http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/infoskills/tutorials.html
Self-guided tour of Hartley Library for Philosophers:

http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/subjects/philosophy/self-guided-tour-philosophers.pdf
It is also advisable that you look at examples of editor’s introductions or prefaces in academic textbooks/journals/collections of papers on applied ethics. For examples, see the introductions in:

Peter Singer (1986) Applied Ethics Oxford University Press, Oxford.

R. J Frey and C. H. Wellman (2005) A Companion to Applied Ethics, Blackwell Publishing: Oxford

Anne Thomson (1999) Critical Reasoning in Ethics: A Practical Introduction Routledge: New York

Note: some prefaces/introductions are available as previews online on www.amazon.co.uk or http://scholar.google.co.uk or are accessible as an e-book on the University of Southampton’s library website.

4. Further guidance

The deadline for the Editor’s Introduction is: Monday 5th January 2015, 4pm. 

You must submit it through the e-assignments system.

The word limit is 2,500. Although you may submit up to 10% less of the word count (2,250), you will be penalised if you submit more than 2,500 words. The number of words must be indicated at the end of any submitted written work and on the separate cover sheet. You should keep to the word-limit and edit your work so as to get as close as possible to it.
The work must be word-processed. Please indicate page numbers, use a 12-point font, double space lines, and have page margins of one inch all round. 

If you are uncertain about anything in relation to this assessment then please contact your tutor well in advance of the submission deadline.

