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        Adrian Viens, Guest Editor of this Olivieri symposium, and Julian Savulescu, the Editor of JME, set the scene for the symposium.

      
    

      
        In failing...[her] when she needed them most, it is now clear that some members of the University’s Faculty of Medicine heard her muffled cries of academic freedom from the back room, yet their response was to serve another round of drinks and turn the music up louder. With the bombshell revelations in the...affair, the plug may have been pulled on this business sponsored party, and hopefully a sober re-examination of the university’s neglected role and responsibility toward independent inquiry and academic freedom can begin.1
        These guys don’t get one thing—we’re not going away. This isn’t a personal vendetta. This is something I want patients to be protected from when I’m dead, fifty years from now.2
        [The Olivieri affair is] not a mystery novel, but instead the latest skulduggery at Toronto’s Hospital for Sick Children.1
        The legal assaults which you have endured in your battle against the drug company, and in your battle against the medical establishment appear to have been fought with the type of uncommon bravery that is rarely seen. It is for this reason that our trustees have unanimously chosen to recognise you for this most prestigious award.3
        [The Olivieri affair resulted from] a fundamental misreading of the issue as a mere contractual and scientific dispute...[it is] Canada’s worst academic and research scandal in decades...[Since 1998, Olivieri has been] demoted, then restored, then harassed. She has been smeared with allegations attacking her competence, integrity, sanity and personality....4
      
    
The Olivieri affair is one of the most important events to occur in research ethics. From its dominance in the Canadian and international news media, to changes in the governance of public health, academic medicine, … 
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    Footnotes
	
          
          ↵* In addition to the cirrhosis that is caused by iron loading in the liver, as a result of the frequent number of blood transfusions received, there were also a very large number of thalassaemic patients who were more susceptible to contracting Hepatitis C from the tainted blood supply back in the 1980s and 1990s (which causes liver damage).

        
	
          
          ↵† It can also be administered intravenously. While intravenous administration avoids side effects such as skin irritation, it also has other side effects associated with it, such as infection or thrombosis of the catheter. Patients are generally advised to use subcutaneous administration, and have intravenous administration as a secondary option.

        
	
          
          ↵** The report by the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario is on file with the author. It is also available on the website address given in reference 9.

        
	
                      
                      ↵*** Dr Gary Brittenham, hepatologist at Case Western Reserve University, and one of Olivieri’s coinvestigators.

                    
	
                      
                      ↵**** Prospective randomised controlled trial to compare effectiveness and safety of L1 to DFO (approximately 65 patients in Toronto and Montreal).

                    
	
                      
                      ↵***** Safety study to assess particular risks associated with L1 (approximately 200 patients in Canada, Italy, and the United States).

                    
	
                      
                      ↵‡ Continuation of the compassionate use long term study of L1 (approximately 25 patients).

                    
	
                      
                      ↵†† Dr Gideon Koren, clinical pharmacologist, HSC, and one of Olivieri’s coinvestigators

                    
	
                      
                      ↵††† In order to assess and monitor iron loading, thalassaemia major (TM) patients were required to undergo regular liver biopsies to obtain tissue to assess liver histology and to be tested to provide a hepatic iron concentration as a mean of evaluating total body iron stores. Hepatic histology and iron concentration provide the best assessment of the safety and efficacy of iron chelation therapy.

                    
	
                      
                      ↵****** Dr Stanley Zlotkin, chair, HSC REB (until July 1996).

                    
	
                      
                      ↵†††† The Health Protection Branch has since been renamed the Health Products and Food Branch of Health Canada. The Health Protection Branch was a branch of government responsible for managing risks and benefits related to health. The new organisation is responsible for managing risks and benefits related to health products and food.

                    
	
                      
                      ↵††††† Pathologist, Toronto General Hospital (now part of the University Health Network).

                    
	
                      
                      ↵†††††† Dr Hugh O’Brodovich, Paediatrician in Chief, HSC.

                    
	
                      
                      ↵††††††† Dr Melvin Freedman, Head, Division of Haemotology/Oncology, HSC

                    
	
                      
                      ↵******* Dr Gallie was also head of the blood and cancer research section where Dr Olivieri’s haemoglobinopathy research program was located.

                    
	
                      
                      ↵‡‡ Individuals interested in this case are encouraged to read the Naimark report.

                    
	
                      
                      ↵‡‡‡ Individuals interested in this case are encouraged to read the Oliveri report.

                    
	
                      
                      ↵‡‡‡‡ The complaint was not by HSC itself, but by a member of its staff, Dr Laurence Becker.

                    
	
          
          ↵‡‡‡‡‡ The experience of researchers like Dr Olivieri has even served as fodder for novelists. For instance, in John le Carré’s recent novel, The Constant Gardener, he writes: “As my journey through the pharmaceutical jungle progressed, I came to realise that, by comparison with reality, my story was as tame as a holiday postcard. ... I drew on several cases, particularly in the North American continent, where highly qualified medical researchers have dared to disagree with their pharmaceutical paymasters and suffered vilification and persecution for their pains”.

        
	
        Adrian Viens was one of Dr Olivieri’s research assistants in the summer of 1998 and 1999. In addition, Viens and Olivieri collaborated on a journal article (along with six other coauthors) concerning iron overload and iron chelating therapy in Haemoglobin E-β thalassemia. This collaboration was not related to the L1 clinical trial (see: 
Olivieri NF, de Silva S, Premawardena A, et al. Iron overload and iron chelating therapy in haemoglobin E-β thalassemia. Journal of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology2000;22:593–7
OpenUrl

).
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