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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Book Reviews Divine Beauty: The Aesthetics of Charles Hartshorne Daniel Dombrowski Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press, 2004 230 pp. $59.95 (cloth only) This is Daniel Dombrowski's third book-length treatment of the philosophy of Charles Hartshorne. Dombrowski is indeed a prolific writer of books on a wide range of philosophical topics, having published full studies devoted to vegetarianism, abortion, pacifism, political liberalism, and figures such as Plato, John Rawls, Stephen R.L. Clark, St. John of the Cross, and Nikos Kazantzakis. In 1988 Dombrowski applied Hartshorne's philosophical position to the issue of animal rights (a topic on which Dombrowski has written two other related books), and in 1996 he wrote a comparative analysis of Hartshorne's longstanding debates with "analytic theists," such as Alvin Plantinga and Richard Swinburne. Hartshorne, who passed away in 2000, held both of these previous books in high esteem, which was certainly not the view he took of every book on his ideas. I do not doubt that this new book by Dombrowski would also receive the same marks from Hartshorne. This consideration alone would not be very important except for the fact that Dombrowski actually is setting out in Divine Beauty to do something Hartshorne needed to do but never got around to doing, which is to synthesize all of his work and views on aesthetics into a single text. This co-ordinate presentation of ideas expressed in disparate times and places may be seen as the main contribution of the book, and indeed, this is the first book-length treatment of Hartshorne's aesthetic theory. Hartshorne's central thoughts and vocabulary changed very litde in his long career Â— his first published writings appeared in the late 1920s, his last book appeared in 1997 Â— which means, in effect, that one can without much serious interpretive risk, place ideas from Hartshorne's Harvard dissertation (1923) alongside his last writings with a fair expectation of consistency. Dombrowski does this kind of synchronic juxtaposition, and freely. What development there is in Hartshorne's thought in the many years of his career really follows a pattern of providing an ever more detailed articulation and elaboration of the central insights, while the basic viewpoint remains the same. Thus, Dombrowski is saved Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society Winter, 2005, Vol. XLI, No. 1 204 Book Reviews the effort of having to provide a genealogy of Hartshorne's development in this book, allowing him to focus more energy upon the task of presenting the ideas themselves. However, Dombrowski states an intention to accomplish a second major task in this book, which is to use the synchronic statement of Hartshorne's aesthetic theory as a defense of "neoclassical theism" against classical and traditional theism. Part of the reason I am confident Hartshorne would appreciate the intent of this book is precisely because this is undoubtedly what Hartshorne himself would have done with a book on his aesthetic theory, if he had written one. Admittedly, very few philosophers today would undertake such a project for such a purpose. The philosophical arguments for and against the existence of God, and regarding competing conceptions of God have become an increasingly isolated and specialized topic (whether or not it should be is another matter), but the idea of explicating a total viewpoint on aesthetics as a basis for a particular philosophical theology is not a topic regarding which there is likely to be another book this decade. Nevertheless, Hartshorne's neoclassical theism remains a viable and thoroughly debated interpretation of the concept of God in the philosophy of religion and philosophical theology, and is widely viewed as either apostate, or the only viable option by partisans on the opposite sides. Hence, this book says it seeks to strike a blow in that debate, a sort of rabbit-punch coming from the unexpected direction of aesthetics. With the analytic theists down for the count from a previous match, this book goes after "traditionalist Jews, Christians and Muslim believers" (p. 1). Other tasks the book accomplishes in part are to situate Hartshorne's aesthetic theory in its 20th century context; to show its naturalistic basis; to defend Hartshorne's viewpoint against some critics and close... 
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