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                                    Why is coercion unjust?: Olsaretti vs. the libertarian

In her book-length critique of libertarian capitalism Serena Olsaretti (2004) argues that neither an appeal to desert, nor an appeal to liberty will justify the free market in moral terms. One of the most intriguing arguments in Olsaretti’s book is an argument concerning the injustice of coercion. The libertarian believes that coercion disrupts justice, and that is why she favours the free market – the free market is allegedly free of coercion. However, one of the reasons that coercion disrupts justice is that coercion is a type of forced action. A forced action is an action that is performed because one has no acceptable alternative to it. Coercion disrupts justice because a coerced person has no acceptable alternative to her action, and that motivates her to act as she does. At this point, Olsaretti points out that coercion is just one type of forced action. Once we realize this, we will also realize that if we are concerned about coercion, then we should also be concerned about other instances of forced action as well. And now here is the problem for the libertarian capitalist. The free market abounds with forced actions. In a free market, people are often forced to act as they do by their circumstances. So if forced action is justice disrupting, then the free market is chock-full of injustice. Thus, the libertarian who opposes coercion as justice-disrupting should oppose the free market as well, since the free market is full of relevantly similar disruptions of justice. That is Olsaretti’s argument.
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