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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Book Reviews Scott Austin. Parmenides. Being, Bounds, and Logic. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1986. Pp. xi + 2o3. $20.oo. Mitchell H. Miller, Jr. Plato's "Parmenides." The Conversion of the Soul. Princeton: Princeton University Press, a986. Pp. 299. $3o.oo. Parmenides of Elea wrote only one book, but like the hedgehog's trick, one was enough. Interpreters since Empedocles have studied Parmenides' poem, but they have rarely agreed on its meaning. Like most recent philosophical work on Parmenides, Scott Austin's book focuses on fragment B 8. The first chapter gives Austin's "interpretation of Parmenides" (1 l), explaining "what exactly the goddess [of revelation in the poem] requires and prohibits" (7) and resolving what Austin sees as a paradox: the True Way is full of negations, despite Parmenides' "abhorrence of negative language" (l 1). The point is this: the goddess rules out only the "locution" ouk esti and any "sentences which say [i.e., can be reduced to] ouk esti in making an assertoric negative predication, or a negative assertoric existential statement" (22-23). Sentence negation and negated predicates are thus "canonical ," as is "modal ouk esti," due to the "unnegated copula.., at the core of each sentence" (29), and Austin claims that all of the goddess' negations fit these patterns. As it turns out, it is easy to make sentences canonical. The "sequence" ouk esti is relatively rare in hexameter poetry and occurs only in existential and modal usage. Ausdn counts all instances of "ouk F esti" as negated predicates, simply on the basis of word order, and all "nexal" negations as applying to the sentence, not the verb. Somehow Parmenides' contemporaries are supposed to have "recognized" the "essential positivity within" such sentences (31), but Austin cites no linguistic research which might support this analysis of negation. I find this quite unconvincing. Austin twists the text to exclude unwanted forms (2526 , 31-32). Then, on the basis of statistics for Iliad 1-12, he generalizes to the usage of early Greek: Parmenides found in his language negated modal, but not predicative, esti and formulated his rules accordingly? The argument is circular if based just on these "facts" of usage: Parmenides must actually explain why he feels he can only negate modal esti, otherwise he is merely speaking grammatically. 2 Now, there are negative existentials in early Greek hexameters: of nine Homeric uses of ouk esti, six are Note that predicative 0uk estioccurs in Herodotus (2.149, 3.62) and Aeschylus (Eura.658). ' Austin's answer to this is completely beside the point (3o: "the total absence even of an improbable predicative 0ukesticould have had a philosophical rationale."). [471 ] 472 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 26:3 JULY 1988 existential. What did Parmenides' reflection tell him about these, and if Parmenides' rules result from reflection on his own language, why are mortals said to be so wrong? Obviously, Austin attributes the rules to linguistic reflection to avoid claiming that Parmenides (anachronistically) had a clear theoretical understanding of Austin's distinctions (31). But, on the facts adduced, only the absence of negated existentials in Parmenides is noteworthy; that he does not negate the copula is without significance. Further, Austin never says why the negated modal esti is admitted by Parmenides, though the negative existential is abolished. Finally, I cannot see, nor does Austin explain, why Parmenides or anyone else would allow sentence negation, but not the negation of the copula. Why does the former and not the latter "really make a judgment " (37)? Austin wants the rest of his book to stand or fall independently of the first chapter. In chapters 2-4 he attempts "to see in Parmenides a method of systematic variation which covers all the possibilities in whatever realm he is exploring": the affirmation and negation of terms, the application of contraries, and the use of personifications and discussion of "the coming-to-be and movement out of what-is of an other besides what-is" (96). These chapters are interesting, and they point out the extraordinary variety of Parmenides' usage. Many will be dismayed at the "method" Austin attributes to Parmenides (1o8). I find its instances contrived and ultimately unpersuasive. Extracting a set of... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1538-4586
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0022-5053
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 471-474
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2008-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	