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				Abstract
				
An open-ended questionnaire elicited concepts of virtue and duty, and
ethical language and priorities from commercial fishers and residents
of ports in the Republic of Ireland. Respondents came from viable and
stressed fisheries and from nontraditional and traditional natural
resources communities (including one in Gaeltacht). In reporting the
characteristics of a "good" fisher, viable fisheries emphasized virtues
such as work ethic, respect for the crew, and respect for the sea. The
responses from stressed fisheries materialized virtue, and decreased
emphasis on interpersonal relationships while increasing emphasis
on owning a large vessel, investing, and being greedy. Most noble
actions primarily concerned rescues and sharing equipment and time in
difficult circumstances. Worst actions concerned physical damage to gear,
persons, or to the marine environment. Respondents personified the sea,
and used similar vocabulary to express care for people and for marine
organisms. Although respondents from all communities thought over-fishing
and illegal fishing were threats to the fishery, respondents from viable
fisheries were more likely to believe they could take personal conservation action to protect the fishery,
while those from stressed fisheries despaired of personal protective
action and believed that nothing could be done, or that excluding the
foreign fleets was necessary for Irish fisheries to recover. European
Community policies often conflict with the norms of traditional,
artisanal fishers.
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