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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Race Questions, Provincialism, and Other American Problems: Expanded Edition
 
	 Michael Brodrick
 

 
 
 Josiah Royce. Race Questions, Provincialism, and Other American Problems: Expanded Edition. Edited by Scott L. Pratt and Shannon Sullivan. Bronx, NY: Fordham University Press, 2009, 281 pp.
 
  One of the merits of Royce’s writings is that Royce has set his sights high. The expanded edition of Race Questions, Provincialism, and Other American Problems, edited by Scott L. Pratt and Shannon Sullivan, is no exception to this rule. In pointing the way to “social salvation,” the shorter “Provincialism”—one of the essays added to the originals to form the expanded edition—captures the overarching purpose of the book and of much of Royce’s philosophy. The essays address different moral problems, but they share the common goal of promoting what is arguably the highest ideal of civilized human life.
 Yet the republication of a philosophy book after an extended period of neglect raises the concern that its main ideas may be out-of-date and therefore of little use in dealing with current problems. This concern is not unfounded in relation to Race Questions, but the volume has considerable strengths, especially in its expanded form, and these go a long way to establishing its contemporary relevance.
 Race Questions first appeared in 1908 as “an auxiliary” to The Philosophy of Loyalty, published earlier that year. While The Philosophy of Loyalty offers a systematic account of loyalty as the form of all virtues and the foundation of morality, Race Questions is an attempt to apply the theory of loyalty set forth in the earlier book to pressing moral problems.
 The new edition of Race Questions gives us a more complete picture of Royce’s theory of loyalty as applied to specific moral issues by supplementing the five essays that comprised the original volume with six additional essays by Royce that address related concerns. This adds value to the 1908 text, at least from the standpoint of intellectual history, as the supplementary essays appear to confirm Royce’s fundamental commitment to a form of pragmatism. The Philosophy of Loyalty is a theoretical achievement of the highest caliber, but the pragmatist in [End Page 248] Royce must have viewed it as incomplete without a full complement of statements on how to put it into practice.
 The 2009 version of Race Questions features two introductions, one from each editor. These are well crafted, providing important background information and helpful analysis. Pratt’s introduction offers a detailed account of Royce’s theory of loyalty that facilitates a deeper appreciation of the essays that follow. Perhaps the highlight of Sullivan’s introduction is that it reveals the relevance of “Race Questions and Prejudices” (Chapter I of Race Questions) to the problems of racism and racial inequality as they exist today.
 One of the central claims of “Race Questions and Prejudices” is that racial inequalities, although fueled by irrational prejudice, flow mainly from administrative problems at the level of government. This idea has gained considerable momentum in the past hundred years for good reasons. The gross inequalities of Royce’s day have been ameliorated by government moves to end discrimination and by the active participation in government by persons of color. Royce was ahead of his time in admonishing Americans to distrust unfounded ideas about the superiority of one race over another and in encouraging whites to make room for racial minorities in government posts.
 At least one component of Royce’s idea of wise provincialism (presented in Chapter II and in the shorter “Provincialism” in Part Two) is unquestionably important today. John Stuart Mill championed the notion that encouraging individuality and even eccentricity is essential for moral progress. Novel ideas tempt us to make improvements, but social and political rules intended to safeguard official views threaten the enterprise of original thinking. In building a case for the idea that fostering individuality is one of the necessary conditions of improving the morality of a nation, Royce gives new life to Mill’s insight from which we still have much to learn. The current homogenization of values, opinions, and perspectives driven by the near omnipresence of media is surprising in view of our country’s growing...
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