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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Under Any Sky: Contemporary Readings of George Santayana, and: Santayana and America: Values, Liberties, Responsibility
 
	 Michael Brodrick
 

 
 
 Matthew C. Flamm and Krzysztof P. Skowronski, Editors. Under Any Sky: Contemporary Readings of George Santayana. Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2007. Index.
 Krzysztof P. Skowronski. Santayana and America: Values, Liberties, Responsibility. Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2007. Index.
 
  Whether some piece of philosophy would illuminate contemporary problems or has become for the moment a mere relic and curiosity is a fact independent of its renown. If the whole world neglected Kant as William James recommended, human beings would continue to wish for perfect justice, and the arguments of the second Critique would address their concerns no less profoundly for being unknown. Likewise if professors of philosophy everywhere agreed to study the metaphysics of Geraud de Cordemoy, an early proponent of occasionalism, their lucubrations could not avoid being esoteric and would be enlightening only by teaching us to think critically about possibilities and by expanding our knowledge of intellectual history. Santayana’s mature philosophy is arguably the most illuminating of the Twentieth Century yet it has not been widely noticed since the philosopher’s death in 1952. Matthew C. Flamm and Krzysztof P. Skowronski have performed an important service for the academic community by producing two scholarly volumes on Santayana’s life and work.
 Under Any Sky: Contemporary Readings of George Santayana is an anthology of 23 short essays exploring three major divisions of Santayana’s thought: aesthetics, ontology, and cultural criticism. The collection covers a broad range of topics from Ángel M. Faerna’s “Naturalism and Animal Faith: Santayana’s Meta-Criticism of Scepticism” to “Emerson and Santayana on Imagination” by H.G. Callaway. It highlights the interdisciplinary and international appeal of Santayana’s ideas by bringing together an impressive variety of contributors including European scholars Manuel Garrido and Till Kinzel. The Editor’s Introduction is provocative, and the publication of the volume suggests a renaissance of interest in Santayana.
 Regrettably, the quality of the essays is inconsistent. Some are well crafted and instructive, like “The Natural Claims of Spirit” by Angus [End Page 728] Kerr-Lawson; but in others frequent grammatical and typographical mistakes create needless confusion. Words are conspicuously missing in “How Can Someone Committed to Social Progress Read Santayana Sympathetically?” by Richard Rubin, and syntax errors make reading Antonio Lastra’s “Notes Towards a Supreme Reading of George Santayana” unnecessarily difficult. Problems with grammar and the mechanics of language are understandable and should be excused when the author is a non-native speaker of English, but copyeditors might have inspected the manuscript more carefully.
 Jessica Wahman’s paper on the mind-body problem is nicely written and reflects the author’s sensitivity to shades of meaning; but its conclusion—that mind is a legitimate category of thought—could be stronger. Philosophers who hold that consciousness is a physical process frequently disagree about the meaning of the word “is.” The theory that mind and brain are somehow the same and hence that “is” means identity is well known, but the famous article by U.T. Place affords a poor example of the view. Place had no clear idea of identity, which he suggests could mean description (Santayana’s “is” of equivalence), or composition (Santayana’s “is” of description), or what Santayana calls the “is” of derivation; and he confuses consciousness with objects of consciousness and with behaviors. Santayana’s careful distinctions are light-years ahead of Place’s, and Wahman might have concentrated on using them to show us what the word “is” likely means when we say that consciousness is a brain process.
 It could mean identity, but the alleged identity could never be verified. According to Santayana only essences can be identical and then only with themselves. Human beings are incapable of observing the essence of brain processes, much less that of consciousness. Even if both essences could be observed they could not be present to intuition at the same time, so that comparisons between the two would always be imprecise. Perhaps “consciousness” and “brain processes” are different names for the same events, but without access to the essences of the events themselves this claim is nearly impossible...
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