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                        Abstract

                        This paper develops themes addressed in an article by Eric Wiland in the Journal of Medical Ethics 2000;26:466–8, where he aims to contribute to the debate concerning the moral status of abortion, and to emphasise the importance of analogies in moral argument. In the present paper I try to secure more firmly a novel understanding of why analogy is an essential component in the attempt to justify moral beliefs. I seek to show how analogical argument both encapsulates and exercises the notions of rationality and imagination and that the construction, development, and comparison of analogies fundamentally underpins ethical argument. In so doing, it enables us to adopt imaginative and ethically illuminating perspectives but in a manner that does not relinquish any claims to intellectual rigour. I present a critique of a brand of "moral particularism" by showing how it cannot, if construed in a certain way, adequately conceive of how we use analogies and imaginary cases in ethics. Although such a particularism is thus impotent with regard to ethical debate, I show that the wider motivation behind particularism that can be extracted is of clear relevance and importance to medical practitioners.
 
                    

                
                                    
                        Citation

                        
                            Smith, B. (2002). Analogy in Moral Deliberation: The Role of Imagination and Theory in Ethics. Journal of Medical Ethics, 28(4), 244-248. https://doi.org/10.1136/jme.28.4.244
                        

                    

                
                	Journal Article Type	Article
	Publication Date	Aug 1, 2002
	Deposit Date	Apr 3, 2007
	Publicly Available Date	Apr 10, 2024
	Journal	Journal of Medical Ethics
	Print ISSN	0306-6800
	Electronic ISSN	1473-4257
	Publisher	BMJ Publishing Group
	Peer Reviewed	Peer Reviewed
	Volume	28
	Issue	4
	Pages	244-248
	DOI	https://doi.org/10.1136/jme.28.4.244
	Keywords	Analogy, Imagination, Particularism.
	Publisher URL	http://jme.bmjjournals.com/cgi/content/full/28/4/244?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&author1=smith&andorexactfulltext=and&searchid=1131446521341_431&stored_search=&FIRSTINDEX=0&sortspec=relevance&resourcetype=1&journalcode=medethics


            


            

                
                
                
                
                    
                        Files


                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Published Journal Article
                                                        (96 Kb)
                                                        

                                                        PDF
                                                    


                                                    
                                                        
                                                            
                                                                 Download
                                                            
                                                                                                                            
                                                                     Preview
                                                                
                                                                                                                    

                                                    

                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                                                                    

                                            


                                        
                                    


                                                                            
    

    

        
            

        
    

    
    

                                    
                                                                

                                                                        

                
                
                                    
                        Organisation(s)

                        	
                                    
                                        Department of Philosophy
                                    
                                


                    
                
                 
                
                
                
                
                
                


                
                
                
                    You might also like


                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Hume on Belief and Vindicatory Explanations
                                         (2019)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Wittgenstein, Hume and Naturalism
                                         (2017)
                                        

                                        Book Chapter
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Wittgenstein, Naturalism, and Scientism
                                         (2017)
                                        

                                        Book Chapter
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Naturalism, Experience, and Hume’s ‘Science of Human Nature’
                                         (2016)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            What is a “sense of foreshortened future?” A phenomenological study of trauma, trust, and time
                                         (2014)
                                        

                                        Journal Article
                                    

                                

                            

                        
                    
                    



                
                Downloadable Citations


                
                                            
                            
                                
                                HTML

                            

                        

                                        
                        
                            
                            BIB

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                            RTF

                        

                    

                                    

            


        
    







    
        
            Durham Research Online (DRO) Powered by Worktribe |
            Accessibility
        

    





    

    
        
            About Durham Research Online (DRO)

            
        

        

                            Administrator e-mail: dro.admin@durham.ac.uk

            
            


            This application uses the following open-source libraries:


            


            SheetJS Community Edition

            Apache License Version 2.0 (http://www.apache.org/licenses/)


            


            PDF.js

            Apache License Version 2.0 (http://www.apache.org/licenses/)


            


            Font Awesome

            SIL OFL 1.1 (http://scripts.sil.org/OFL)

            MIT License (http://opensource.org/licenses/mit-license.html)

            CC BY 3.0 ( http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/)


            



        
        
            Powered by Worktribe  © 2024

        

    





    

    
        
            Advanced Search

            
        


        

            

                

                Durham Research Online (DRO) ID

                
                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Title

                
                    
                        
                            all of
any of


                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Name

                
                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Year
        
                
                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Keywords

                
                    
                        
                            all of
any of


                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Faculties and Departments
                    
                
                    
                        Academic Office
Accommodation & Commercial Services
Advanced Research Computing
Careers and Enterprise
Colleges
Colleges & Student Experience Division
Computing and Information Services
Department of Accounting
Department of Anthropology
Department of Archaeology
Department of Biosciences
Department of Chemistry
Department of Classics & Ancient History
Department of Computer Science
Department of Earth Sciences
Department of Economics
Department of Engineering
Department of English Studies
Department of Finance
Department of Geography
Department of History
Department of Management and Marketing
Department of Mathematical Sciences
Department of Music
Department of Philosophy
Department of Physics
Department of Psychology
Department of Sociology
Department of Sport and Exercise Sciences
Department of Theology and Religion
Development and Alumni Relations
Durham Centre for Academic Development
Durham Law School
Durham University
Equality, Diversity & Inclusion
Estates and Facilities
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
Faculty of Business
Faculty of Science
Faculty of Social Sciences and Health
Finance
Finance and Procurement Services
Global Engagement
Governance Support Services
HR & OD
International Office
Legal Services
Marketing and Communications
Office of Vice Provost (Research)
PVC Colleges and Student Experience Office
PVC EDI Division
PVC Global Division
Procurement Services
Professional Services
Provost Division
Provost's Office
Recruitment and Admissions
Research & Innovation Services
Research Institutes
School of Education
School of Government & International Affairs
School of Modern Languages and Cultures
Strategic Planning & Insight Office
Strategy Delivery Unit
Student Support & Wellbeing Directorate
University Assurance Service
University Library and Collections
University Secretary
University Secretary's Office
Vice-Chancellor
Vice-Chancellor's Office
Vice-Provost Education Division
Vice-Provost Research Division


                    

                


                
                Type
                    
                
                    
                        Book
Book Chapter
Conference Proceeding
Dataset
Digital Artefact
Exhibition / Performance
Journal Article
Other
Patent
Physical Artefact
Presentation / Conference
Report
Thesis
Working Paper


                    

                


                
                Publication Status
                    
                
                    
                        Submitted
Accepted
In Press
Published
Unpublished


                    

                


                
                Journal or Publication Title

                
                    
                        
                            all of
any of


                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                


                
                Order the results
                
                
                    
                        
                            By last modified (most recent first)
By last modified (oldest first)
By year (most recent first)
By year (oldest first)
By title


                        

                    

                


            


        
        
            
                
                    Search
                

            

        

    








