
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							
														
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Hypatia

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						 On the Lap of Necessity: A Mythic Reading of Teresa Brennan's Energetics Philosophy
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Jane Caputi
						  
												
						
	Hypatia
	
							Indiana University Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 16, Number 2, Spring 2001
								
							
						
	pp. 1-26
	Article
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			  
			    
			      
				Abstract
				


In several works Teresa Brennan examines how, contrary to social
notions of the separate and contained self, all that exists in the natural
world is connected energetically. She identifies a "foundational fantasy"
whereby the ego comes into existence and is maintained by the notion
that it controls the mother. The effects of this fantasy are socially
oppressive and, in the technological era, environmentally disastrous. My
examination of narratives and images in ancient myth, popular culture,
literature, and art suggest ways to counteract the destructive fantasy
through re-symbolization of the relation to what Brennan understands as
the original/living nature, which is correlated to the mother's body.
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