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                No two scholars have done more in the past half a century to bring contemporary European thought into dialogue with Anglo-American philosophy than Charles Taylor and the late Hubert Dreyfus. For years they planned to write a book together, defending their shared commitment to realism, and in 2015 the project came to fruition in this accessible, but also rich and stimulating volume.
As philosophers know all too well, there are about as many realisms as there are realists. Two things make Dreyfus and Taylor’s position distinctive. The first is that it is firmly grounded in a phenomenological critique of a cluster of deeply rooted assumptions that have defined mainstream philosophy since the seventeenth century (about which more presently). The second is that their realism aspires to be, as they put it, ‘robust’ yet pluralistic: it is robust—which is to say, not merely deflationary—because it insists on the intelligibility of the idea that the world just is a certain way ‘in itself’, that is, independently of us and our ways of experiencing and understanding it; but it is pluralistic because it does not privilege empirical scientific concepts and theories over common sense, moral, or religious beliefs. Their realism applies in principle as much to beauty, justice, and God as to atoms and molecules. The scientific approach to reality is, after all, one approach among others. Indeed, the authors maintain, the very idea that nature has intrinsic objective features wholly independent of us and our perspective is unique to Western science since Galileo. Prescientific and non-scientific cultures, they argue, do not draw the distinction, so familiar to us, between essential causal properties and mere appearance, common sense, and conventional classification.
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