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   At the very beginning of the history of philosophy, with Plato, we are told the strange story of some men dwelling in a cave and looking at shadows. Immobilized by chains since childhood for all their lives, they are forced to sit on the cave's floor and are impeded from standing up. Hence, whoever they are and whatever they do, the label Homo erectus as a general category denoting the vertical posture of the human animal is decidedly unfit for their position. The strange story, however, goes on and recounts how one of them, by managing to get rid of the chains, for the first time rises to his feet. The familiar feature of Homo erectus, intended not as an extinct hominid species but as the postural human standard, eventually enters the picture. But we are, of course, only at the beginning of the story and have to be patient before reaching the crucial moment of its plot. Our upright hero, in fact, turns and starts to walk and, after a difficult ascension that allows him to exit the dark cave, succeeds in standing, vertical and motionless, under the midday sun that shines outside, in order to contemplate the luminous idea of the Good. He is Plato himself, actually, the true philosopher, the contemplator: the prototype of the Philosophus erectus species. And it is precisely this new model of the human, resulting from a distinctive philosophical "orthopedy," that ultimately enters the tale, disclosing its real meaning. In other words, the strange story is not that strange after all: it narrates how [End Page 220] philosophy inaugurates itself by celebrating theory as a perfect and solitary verticality that makes the concepts of rectitude, rightness, uprightness, and erection coincide.
 Far from being malicious or provocative, the point I just made rests on serious philological and etymological grounds. All of the terms I mentioned above—rectitude, rightness, uprightness, erection—and the like originate from the Latin rectus, which derives from the Greek orthos: both meaning "right," "straight," "intended as vertical." There is a long and noticeable thread, woven within the history of truth, that starts with the Greek orthos logos, proceeds then to the Latin recta ratio (right reason), and leads up to right—Recht, droit, derecho, diritto—and then to uprightness, rectitude, correctness, and, not least, erection. The axis is vertical, not horizontal. The philosopher, of which the Platonic contemplator is the archetype, knows it for sure. Steadily balanced on its vertical posture, the philosophers' subject does not lean, does not bend, does not incline; it stands upright, very confident with the correctness of its erection. Thus, it is not only a matter of unmasking the notorious symbolical role of the phallus. The question is indeed more complicated.
 And, of course, I do not need to remind you of Foucault's analyses of the various straightening dispositives in Discipline and Punish or the fact that, in English, heterosexuality is coded as "straight." Nor need I remind you that Heidegger, by interpreting the myth of the cave, accuses Plato of replacing the concept of aletheia, "truth," with that of orthotes, "correctness." Actually, from a philosophical perspective, the topic is not only complicated but of some importance. Yet, as it is worth noting—and this is exactly my point— neither Heidegger nor Foucault ever properly engaged in a specific inquiry on the very issue that comes here to the fore, namely, that of the structural complicity between the various systems of truth constructed by philosophers and the verticalized geometry or topography that frames them. This is true not only for Heidegger and Foucault but also for other scholars: although crucial, the issue is largely ignored or neglected by critics. In my opinion, on the one hand, such a lack of intellectual curiosity is, at least, surprising, but, on the other hand, it means that, in spite of the few traces left by rare critical incursions, the territory for speculating on the link between philosophy and verticality is basically unmapped. Possibly as wide as the entire history of philosophy, and almost limitless, it still has aspects to be explored. Given that no detailed map is available, whoever...
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