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It has been decided by the journal editors and Springer
International Publishing AG to retract the above article.
The retraction has followed a complaint that identified
errors in statements and data presented in the article that
were essential to its main conclusions.
The errors, which appear to have been made honestly,

occurred in the abstract, the body of the text, and Table 1:

& It was claimed that nine leading bioethics journals
(The American Journal of Bioethics; Bioethics; De-
velopingWorld Bioethics; The Journal of Law, Med-
icine and Ethics; the Journal of Bioethical Inquiry;

Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy; Cambridge
Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics; The Journal of
Medicine and Philosophy; and the Journal of Med-
ical Ethics) do not participate in the Health
InterNetwork Access to Research Initiative
(HINARI) of the World Health Organization, a pro-
gram that provides free or very low-cost online
access to major journals for researchers in develop-
ing countries. In fact, these nine journals do partic-
ipate in HINARI.

& It was claimed that full-text articles of fourteen
bioethics journals are not available through the free
digital archive of PubMed Central. In fact, selected
articles and/or author manuscripts in these journals
are available, which includes the nine journals listed
above, as well as The Hastings Center Report; the
International Journal of Feminist Approaches to
Bioethics; The Journal of Clinical Ethics; the Ken-
nedy Institute of Ethics Journal; and Theoretical
Medicine and Bioethics. Additionally, The Journal
of Medicine and Philosophy participates as an “NIH
Portfolio” journal within PubMed Central, and the
Journal of Medical Ethics deposits articles pub-
lished via its “BMJ Open Access” option.

& It was recommended that “international bioethics
journals published by commercial publishing hous-
es like Springer and Wiley-Blackwell should join
WHO’s HINARI and make their published contents
accessible to bioethics workers in LMICs.” In fact,
two out of the three Springer journals and three out
of the four Wiley/Wiley-Blackwell journals listed in
the article do participate in HINARI, and Springer
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and Wiley are two of the initial founding publishers
of HINARI.

As a result of these errors, key conclusions of the article
relating to the scope of access to bioethics journals and
the policies and practices of publishers, journals, and
scholars are no longer sustainable, necessitating its full

retraction. In accordance with usual practice, the text
will remain available as electronic supplementary mate-
rial marked “retracted article.”
The journal and the publisher apologize to readers

and other affected parties for any inconvenience or
embarrassment caused by the publication of this
article.
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