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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Zeno of Elea and Bergson's Neglected Thesis CONNOR J. CHAMBERS UNLIKE EVERYOTHERWORKof Henri Bergson, Quid Aristoteles de loco senseritx has never been reprinted. Not to be found in either the centenary edition of his Oeuvres or the collection of his Ecrits et paroles, Bergson's doctoral thesis on the problem of material extension must be sought in its original form, or else read in the French translation of Robert Moss6-Bastide in the second volume of Les Etudes bergsoniennes, prefaced by the short Introduction of Rose-Marie Moss6Bastide . But Madame Moss6-Bastide offers only a brief sketch of hardly more than the literal argument of the thesis. And while Francois Heidsieck's comments in the early pages of Henri Bergson et la notion d'espace~ are more helpfnl, Heidsieck does not fully confront the Latin thesis itself in his overzealous effort to describe an adequate Bergsonian theory of the physical world. Nonetheless a spate of books and articles purporting to depict the "Bergsonlan universe" and Bergson's pioneering resourcefulness in describing the material world abound in recent years, especially around the Bergson centennial in 1959but to a one they have passed over the Latin thesis in silence. With this neglect of the Latin thesis may be compared his commentators' recognition that Bergson's uniquely personal philosophy began in the context of reflections upon the paradoxes of Zeno of Elea.a To Zeno's paradoxes of local motion Bergson's well-known Time and Free Wilt (also published originally in 1889) 4 is thought to provide his positive response or resolution, the Latin thesis being little more than, in one typical comment, an "3chappatoire. ''~ But the role of Zeno in the only critically formative period in Bergson's life is thereby greatly obscured, nor is it even clear precisely what is being "escaped." For Zeno was both less an obstacle than a help from the young Bergson's perspective at this critical juncture in his life, while correlatively the Eleatie would 1 Paris, 1889. Cited hereafter as "L.T." ("Latin thesis"). 2 Paris, 1957; especially pp. 19-39. a "Un jour que j'expliquais au tableau noir ~t rues 61~vesles sophismes de 7_knond'E16e, ie commen~aistavoir plus nettement dans quelle direction il fallait ehercher" (Charles Du Bos, Journal: 1921-1923 [Paris, 1946],p. 64). Significantextracts from this entry in Du Bos' Journal are reprinted in the definitive edition of Bergson's Oeuvres (Paris, 1959), pp. 1541-1543. 4 As an Essai sur les donndes immddiates de la conscience. The American reader may not know that a doctoral candidate in Bergson's day at the University of Paris was requix~ ed to publicly defend two printed theses; the major thesis was to be in French and the other in Latin (although this requirement for the complementary thesis has since been relaxed). 5 "Mais cette r6ponse aristot61iciennen'est qu'un 6chappatoire, auquel la th6se prineipale veut substituer une r6pome positive" (Rose-Marie Moss6-Bastide, Bergson dducateur [Paris, 1955], p. 28). 1631 64 HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY later prove to be more of an obstacle than his commentators or even Bergson himself ever came to acknowledge. Moreover, contrary to much authoritative opinion (or at least consistent with their oversight), Bergson's secondary doctoral thesis is significant in its own fight, for several reasons: (I) As a comparative summary of several traditionally important theories of material reality its recognition helps to correct the error of subsequent historians who, in listing Bergson among the most important French Spiritualists, have failed to note that his "spiritualism " only developed after many student years devoted to the philosophy of science and even to a mechanistic interpretation of reality. (2) Most important, Quid /lristoteles de loco senserit is an excellent example of classical academic dissent; an insignificant protest according to the arithmetic that measures the exercise of stark administrative power, Bergson's dialectical thesis was nonetheless a very effective student protest in the more civilized forum of academic ideas wherein the interpretation of reality permits no arbitrary coercion nor compromise. (3) Finally his Latin work furnishes an important clue to Bergson's mature physical perspective, a clue which can be of subsequent help in correcting many recent commentaries... 
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