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   With whatever knowledge we truly stand forth, we stand forth beyond the frontier of knowledge, beyond, indeed, where we have been. Only so do we find out where we have always been, in all creation, a true wilderness. 
   —Henry Bugbee, The Inward Morning 
 
  It seems to me that every time I am born, the wilderness is born anew; and every time I am born it seems to me that then, if ever, I could be content to die. 
   —Henry Bugbee, The Inward Morning 
 
 The concept of wilderness bears an unusual share of the philosophical burden assumed by Henry Bugbee in The Inward Morning. This ambitious book in fact trades on two senses of wilderness, which, though certainly related, are by no means identical. On the one hand, Bugbee regularly appeals to a sense of wilderness that resonates familiarly with popular appreciations of the North American Western frontier. Readers are likely to find themselves very much at home in the wilderness settings he so eloquently describes and in the yearnings for spiritual communion they evoke. On the other hand, Bugbee also trades on a sense of wilderness that bespeaks a distinctly Eastern provenance and sensibility. This sense of wilderness discloses reality as a depthless mystery, which calls to us and conveys the unresolved fluency of our existence. This latter sense of wilderness is likely to strike many readers as foreign, especially since Bugbee does not exclusively associate it with places and spaces that are typically recognized as "wild." As we shall see, in fact, he does not restrict this latter sense of wilderness to any [End Page 259] particular characteristics of geographical designation, much less to those that most strongly evoke the former sense of wilderness.
 The imperfect balance that Bugbee strikes between these two senses of wilderness attests not only to the novelty of his project, but also to the difficulties involved in incorporating certain elements of Eastern spirituality into his phenomenological observations. The interplay between these two senses of wilderness is occasionally conflicted, even dissonant, and thus accounts in part for the uneven rhythm of Bugbee's philosophical explorations. Our reception of The Inward Morning consequently depends to a great extent on our capacity (or willingness) to appreciate wilderness in the two, not-yet-fully-integrated senses that he employs. As sympathetic readers, in fact, we may inherit from Bugbee the tasks of advancing the synthesis of these two senses of wilderness and negotiating the competing demands they place upon us.
  I 
 Throughout The Inward Morning, Bugbee appeals to an extremely familiar sense of wilderness. In many of his journal entries, he either states or implies that wild nature comprises those uncultivated places and spaces wherein human beings have not yet obviously attempted to alter the cycles of nature to suit their own purposes.
 Some of Bugbee's favorite images of wild nature rely, predictably, on the stark backdrop of the Western frontier of North America. One could easily conclude from his reflections that he was most at home while exploring remote mountains, fishing obscure lakes and streams, and generally seeking isolation (and freedom) from the usual markers of human cultivation. In a passage that could have been commissioned by the Canadian Travel Bureau, he recalls,
  It was in the fall of '41, October and November, while late autumn prevailed throughout the northern Canadian Rockies, restoring everything in that vast region to a native wildness. Some part of each day or night, for forty days, flurries of snow were flying. The aspens and larches took on a yellow so vivid, so pure, so trembling in the air, as to fairly cry out that they were as they were, limitlessly. And it was there in attending to this wilderness, with unremitting alertness and attentiveness, yes, even as I slept, that I knew myself to have been instructed for life, though I was at a loss to say what instruction I had received. 1 
 Like Thoreau, Bugbee regularly invokes the engulfing...
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