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Abstract 

 This early article in The University of Chicago Magazine, coauthored with Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi, was one of the first 

publications deriving from Eugene Halton’s dissertation research on the meanings of household possessions for a sample of over 300 

three-generation Chicago area families. In addition to empirical findings reported in Halton’s dissertation and later in the book coauthored 

with Csikszentmihalyi, The Meaning of Things, the article introduces Halton’s distinction of two kinds of materialism, instrumental 

materialism and terminal materialism. 
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