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                The metaphysics of art is no less central to analytic philosophy than the metaphysics of morals or, indeed, the metaphysics of science. This claim should not be controversial, but I fear that it is. So let me start by briefly defending it.
First of all, the subject matter of the metaphysics of art comprises philosophical questions that are at once gripping and profound. What sorts of thing the various kinds of artwork are, whether they are individuated contextually, whether they have their aesthetic properties essentially, how a work’s aesthetic properties are related to its non-aesthetic properties: questions like these concern the nature of the entities that are the loci of a range of artistic practices whose pursuit we tend to think of as central to our well-being; and, what is more, they are questions that should interest any metaphysician with a taste for the difficult. Second, it is reasonable to expect that the theories in the metaphysics of art we adopt will both be guided by, and to some extent determine, our understanding of these artistic practices. So if one of the things we want to do as philosophers is to make sense of a set of practices that bring such significance to our lives, we would do well not to ignore metaphysical questions that arise in relation to art. Third, the kinds of ontological categories and metaphysical concepts appealed to in wider metaphysical enquiry (for example, the type/token distinction and the notion of supervenience) appear with particular clarity and vividness in the aesthetic sphere; and so familiarity with some of the issues in the metaphysics of art may well facilitate a greater understanding of these key concepts and categories. Finally, work in the metaphysics of art might prompt metaphysical innovation that is useful beyond the aesthetic arena. Levinson’s conception of musical works as ‘initiated types’ (Jerrold Levinson, 1980, ‘What a Musical Work Is’, Journal of Philosophy 77, pp. 5–28; reprinted in his 1990, Music, Art and Metaphysics, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1990) — that is, contextually-individuated types brought into existence by acts of human ‘indication’ — might be an example of this phenomenon (at least, on a charitable reading).
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