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				Abstract
				
	  
	  
	  In this paper I defend a reading of eikasia (the lowest condition in the soul
described on the divided line of Republic VI) as the viewing of an image as an image; this
condition need not involve any confusion of image and original. The “standard reading” of
eikasia, on which experiencing this state involves mistaking images for originals, is
unsatisfactory, despite the fact that it offers an attractive account of the relation of the line and the
cave. The initial description of eikasia makes the suggestion that Socrates believes that anyone
consistently mistakes images for originals implausible. Furthermore, the similarity later described
between eikasia and dianoia, the third highest state on the line, supports the claim that
eikasia can sometimes involve the successful study of an object through its image. After
outlining my view of eikasia and explaining these arguments against the “standard” view, I
return to the cave and attempt a pairing of the line and the cave that accords with my account of
eikasia.
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