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Abstract. Salvador Dali titled one of his books Diary of a Genius. You might think that

anyone who would title his book thus must be a spoilt brat and should be “cured” of the

illusion that he, or she, is so amazing. But it seems to me that there is a “position” one can

occupy in which this is difficult.

The guest Internet goes on and off

Like an old man with a cough

Salvador Dali’s Diary of a Genius: why title a book thus? “How are you going to

become a member of the community of English workers with such a title?” With questions

like these in mind, you might try to cure someone of the illusion that they are so amazing, a

genius even. But how? “Well, the things which they do which they think are so amazing, I

shall do as well, and they don’t have such a high opinion of me. And then they will realize

that they are not bad, okay, or quite good in some field. For example, I shall write some

Russian silver poetry as well.”

But I think you can get stuck with this project, like so. You cannot quite do this to

their satisfaction. And people who can, slightly more talented than you, have other things to

do. So you end up stuck with this character and their illusion! This paper was written using an

online word processor and the Internet was not very stable, as described in the poem. Despite

its brevity, I suspect it is an important point for some to know.
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