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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  NOTES AND DISCUSSIONS 99 7 ~'. Is THERE A PROBLEM OF CARTESIAN INTERACTION. ) Professor Radner claims that Descartes' theory of causation involves three progressively less restrictive principles: (l) the communication principle, (9) the pre-existence principle, and (3) the "at least as much" principle [4 l, 44; cfi 4o-49]'; that (9), and a fortiori (l), is sufficient to rule out mind-body interaction ]41, 49, 44]; and that (1), when combined with a specified principle about modes, is sufficient to rule out interaction between any two substances [44, 47, 49]. I do not agree that Descartes subscribed to either (1) or (9) in any sense which would rule out mind-body interaction, or interaction between substances generally. In support of the claim that Descartes subscribes to (1), Radner cites the following sentence: "And in what way can this cause communicate this reality to [the effect], unless it possessed it in itself?." [41; HR I, 169, AT VII, 4o]~. She comments that for Descartes "the cause communicates.., reality to the effect" [41]. On Radner's interpretation, "communication" is equivalent to "transference" [44].3 I see nothing in the text which suggests that for Descartes the cause transfers reality to the effect. The crucial verb is "dare" in the Latin [AT VII, 4o] and "communiquer" in the French [AT IX 1, 39]. The obvious French and Latin terms for "transfer" are not used. On the alternative interpretation, "to give" and "to communicate" simply mean to cause to have, rather than to cause to have by means of transference. I turn to Radner's evidence that Descartes subscribed to (9). First, she writes that "the reason why the effect's reality must pre-exist in the cause is that the cause communicates this reality to the effect" [41]. In other words, (9) follows from (1). This argument fails because, as I have just argued, Radner has not shown that Descartes subscribes to (l). Second, Descartes asks "whence can the effect derive its reality, if not from its cause," and adds that this would not be possible unless "it [the cause] possessed it [the reality] in itself" [41]. Radner concludes that "the reality of the effect must pre-exist in the cause" [4J; AT VII, 4o, HR I, 169]. The issue is what this principle means. On Radner's interpretation, (9) is a ' Page references not accompanied by a preceding abbreviation are to Daisie Radner, "Is There a Problem of Cartesian lnteraction?,"Journal of theHistoryofPhilosophy,"Vol. XXIII, No. l (January 1985): 35-49. I use the following abbreviations: AT: Charles Adam and Paul Tannery, eds, Ren6 Descartes, Oeuvres, 12 volumes (Paris, J. Vrin), 1964; HR: Elizabeth S. Haldane and G. R. T. Ross, translators, The PhilosophicalWorksof Descartes, 2 volumes (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1973). Translations are those of Haldane and Ross. :* Space does not permit me to comment on some important ambiguities in the notion of "transference" which Radner overlooks. 228 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY likeness principle, in the sense that the cause must have the same kinds of modes as those it causes in the effect. This is the interpretation which rules out mind-body interaction [cf. 41, 42]. I see no evidence for this interpretation . Descartes uses 'reality' and 'perfection' interchangeably [HR I, 169, AT VII, 41; HR II, 35, AT VII, 135; HR II, 56 , AT VII, t65]. His claim is that the reality of the effect must pre-exist in the cause in the sense that the cause must contain at least as much perfection as the effect. Note that Descartes proceeds to provide an example: "heat can only be produced in a subject in which it did not previously exist by a cause that is of an order [degree or kind] at least as perfect as heat" [HR I, 162, AT VII, 41--the bracketed material is Haldane and Ross's rendering of the French edition]. Descartes does not require that the cause of heat contains modes of the same kind as heat. What (9) requires is .simply that the reality in the effect pre-exist in the cause qua degree of perfection? In other words, (9) reduces to or is equivalent to (3), the "at least... 
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