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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  BOOK REVIEWS 3~7 The Afterword raises a vital and neglected question, the meaning of Schopenhauer 's inconsistencies, and it promotes the virtue of his honesty as a source of both his contradictions and some philosophically important insights. Schopenhauer: The Human Character contributes substantially to Schopenhauer scholarship. It is the first booklength treatment of Schopenhauer's account of the human character, and AtweU demonstrates its centrality in Schopenhauer's thought. And, as is fitting for any book on a philosopher who hated obscurantism, Atwell's writing style is clear and direct. A very honest book, indeed. DAVID E. CARTWRIGHT Universityof Wisconsin, Whitewater Charlene Haddock Seigfried. William Jamts's Radical Reconstruction of Philosophy. Albany : State University of New York Press, ~99o. Pp. xvi + 433. Paper, $19.95. There is a double reconstruction in evidence in this work--Seigfried's reconstruction ofJames's reconstruction of philosophy. She acknowledges that it is her reconstruction and as such, "James as the authoritative controller of the true meaning of the text is decentered " (~). Seigfried's reconstruction emerges from a deep, intense, and insightful series of transactions with James's writings--published and unpublished. These transactions lead to a reading of James which is faithful to the richness of his thought without claiming to be a literal reproduction or definitive interpretation. James's reconstruction , in turn, is shown to have been progressively realized as a result of his ongoing immersion in and creative interactions with the texts, problems, and experiential claims which constituted the philosophical and scientific milieu of his age. As Seigfried most persuasively demonstrates, it was a vital, organic reconstruction which developed slowly, fitfully, and at times in conflict with itself. The final fruit of this reconstruction is a living body of thought which defies final or definitive description or articulation but which provokes a variety of interpretations. Seigfried's reconstruction, then, involves showing that in spite of inconsistencies and even blatant contradictions in James's writings, there is, nevertheless, an imaginative and coherent philosophy coming to life, even if not fully recognized or realized by James himself. Further, and most important, this philosophy offers rich possibilities for confronting the problems and questions which populate the contemporary philosophic scene. Seigfried's sensitivity to the context of specific texts is notable. In each instance, the recognized context includes not only the larger problem or perspective which James often silently presupposes or even deliberately represses but also the particular audience whose biases or presuppositions he is endeavoring to challenge. A crucial consequence of James's philosophy, made evident by surfacing his distinctive assumptions or interpretive structures, is an undermining, as radical as Nietzsche's, of traditional philosophy. Seigfried contends, however, that only in the last of three stages of his thought and in his final published work, A Pluralistic Universe, did James decisively surrender crucial traditional philosophical goals and assumptions which continually obstructed him from realizing the richest possibilities of his "new beginning" in philoso- 318 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 30:2 APRIL 1992 phy. Nevertheless, Seigfried insists, and the body of her text compellingly illustrates, that the interpretive structures which characterize James's final philosophical perspective are present implicitly and explicitly from the earliest period of his philosophical odyssey. The linchpin of Seigfried's reconstruction is her category of "interpretive structures ," which appear to be the assumptions, principles, or beliefs which we employ in our effort to make sense of the world in which we find ourselves. In the case of James, the distinctive philosophic vision-method which both arises from and constitutes these structures is at once phenomenological, hermeneutical, and pragmatic: phenomenological insofar as it focuses attention on concrete experiential phenomena, hermeneutical insofar as it grasps-constitutes these phenomena by means of interpretive structures , pragmatic insofar as these structures must continually be refined and evaluated in terms of their enhancement of human life and the furtherance of human purposes. The failure of James himself to recognize fully the character and implications of the structures he was utilizing kept him struggling with philosophical perspectives, for example, the rational unification of all knowledge, that his innovative structures had undermined. It was only in the final stage of his thought, according to Seigfried, that James... 
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