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     	 Deleuze’s Dick
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   So I ask, in my writing, What is real? Because unceasingly we are bombarded with pseudorealities manufactured by very sophisticated people using very sophisticated electronic mechanisms. I do not distrust their motives; I distrust their power. They have a lot of it. And it is an astonishing power: that of creating whole universes, universes of the mind. I ought to know. I do the same thing. It is my job to create universes, as the basis of one novel after another. And I have to build them in such a way that they do not fall apart two days later. Or at least that is what my editors hope. However, I will reveal a secret to you: I like to build universes that do fall apart.
 —Philip K. Dick (1995, 262)
 
  Introduction: Another diction
 The hack. The salesman. The fired cop. The drifter. The betrayed criminal. Each of these constitutes a novel literary invention; each gives a new sense to the investigative character. They are not modifications of the classical model, stamped with the rational imprimatur of Sherlock Holmes, C. Auguste Dupin, or Joseph Rouletabille—there is no line of filiation from these to Vachss's Burke, Pelecanos's Nick Stefanos, or Himes's Coffin Ed Johnson and Grave Digger Jones.1 Even Lacan's powerful psychoanalytic reading of Poe's "The Purloined Letter" reveals Dupin to be a genius only in a game whose dialectical structure is given in advance. Although the subjects that come to occupy this structure only acquire determination through the assumption of their places, the dynamic form of the dialectic is itself "foreclosed" by the phallus whose circulation organizes the system.2 Dupin understands the circulation of the signifier only because this circulation is the figure of the law. Rejecting the phallocentric rationality of the mastermind, the new figurations of Vachss, Pelecanos, Himes, and others parody the grand orchestration of reason—their language is slang not deduction. They are not detectives but "dicks": a name3 that incorporates within its reduction an empirical transformation of the transcendental. In [End Page 41] fact, it is a transformation of the very sense of inquiry that requires this new type of conceptual personae4 in order to traverse its contours.
 The philosophical project of Gilles Deleuze—which he characterizes as a "transcendental empiricism"—is directed toward freeing thought from its determination by the philosophical traditions that constitute its history. Such a freeing would allow for a philosophical conceptualization of present events that are no longer able to be adequately conceptualized by that history. The distinctive character of Deleuze's project comes from his insistence on the discontinuity between the tradition of thought and the new formulations that it is called upon to generate. For Deleuze, the philosopher is the one who asks about the generation of new concepts and thereby places herself in a double bind. On the one hand, the philosopher is historically conditioned, thrown into a tradition whose tools present a limited number of possible conceptual resolutions of a particular event. On the other hand, this conditional determination of philosophical thought is repeated, perpetually, so that the philosopher is always a parody of herself: solving the question of the determination of a present event by resolving the question of the determinability of the present by the past. This situation of parody is the limit of thinking; it is where thinking develops according to the vicissitudes of history.5
 In the assumption of this project, Deleuze sets out to investigate the limit where thinking encounters the unexplained, the unsolved, what draws thinking into new and unforeseen actualizations. It is the question of the new, of what puzzles and then draws thinking into new actualizations, that leads Deleuze to write that "a book of philosophy should be in part a very particular species of detective novel" (1994, xx). While Deleuze is certainly not claiming that a book of philosophy should include a detective narrative, he is also not claiming that the book of philosophy should merely resemble a detective novel. Detective fiction and philosophical writing maintain their mutual distinction but they are at the same time linked by a style of thinking common...
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