
Russell Ford,

 
 
 
 
Dear Dr/Prof. 
 
Here are the electronic proofs of your article. 

•  You can submit your corrections online or by fax. Together with your proof corrections you 
must return the Copyright Transfer Statement to complete the proof process. 

•  Print out the proof. (If you do not already have Acrobat Reader, just download it from 
http://www.adobe.com.) 

•  Check the metadata sheet to make sure that the header information, especially author names 
and the corresponding affiliations are correctly shown. 

•  Check that the text is complete and that all figures, tables and their legends are included. Also 
check the accuracy of special characters, equations, and electronic supplementary material if 
applicable. If necessary refer to the Edited manuscript. 

•  The publication of inaccurate data such as dosages and units can have serious consequences. 
Please take particular care that all such details are correct. 

•  Please do not make changes that involve only matters of style. We have generally introduced 
forms that follow the journal’s style. Substantial changes in content, e.g., new results, corrected 
values, title and authorship are not allowed without the approval of the responsible editor. In 
such a case, please contact the Editorial Office and return his/her consent together with the 
proof. 

•  For online submission please insert your corrections in the online correction form [available in 
your eProof webpage]. Always indicate the line number to which the correction refers. 

•  For fax submission, please ensure that your corrections are clearly legible. Use a fine black pen 
and write the correction in the margin, not too close to the edge of the page. 

•  The cover sheets (including the Copyright Transfer Statement and the Offprint Order Form) can 
either be scanned and sent electronically or sent by fax. 

•  If we do not receive your corrections within 48 hours, we will send you a reminder. 

 
Please note 

This is the official first publication citable with the DOI. Further changes are, therefore, not possible. 

After online publication, subscribers (personal/institutional) to this journal will have access to the 
complete article via the DOI using the URL: http://dx.doi.org/[DOI]. 

If you would like to know when your article has been published online, take advantage of our free alert 
service. For registration and further information go to: http://www.springerlink.com. 

Due to the electronic nature of the procedure, the manuscript and the original figures will only be 
returned to you on special request. When you return your corrections, please inform us if you would 
like to have these documents returned. 

The printed version will follow in a forthcoming issue. 
 



9045

DOI: 10.1007/s11007-007-9045-6

Re: Book review

By: Russell Ford

To be published in: Continental Philosophy Review

Russell Ford,

50

Russell Ford
Elmhurst College
Elmhurst, IL, : Exp , USA
Email: fordr@elmhurst.edu

�
�
�
�

�
 

OFFPRINT ORDER 

AID:  

MS Ref No.:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear  

 

This is to let you know that the above publication has gone into production and will appear in 

due course. Offprints of your article may be ordered by filling out and returning this form. 

 

I would like to receive: 

                            additional offprints without cover (minimum of 50 offprints) 

 

Orders for offprints are only accepted if received with payment or if accompanied by an 

official purchase order from your institution, failing which no offprints can be produced. 

Postage and handling cost are absorbed by the publishers. Payment can be made by credit 

card, bankdraft personal check or international money order. UNESCO coupons are also 

accepted. Payment is accepted in any hard currency. Prices of additional offprints and 

delivery terms are mentioned on the enclosed price list.   

Make checks payable to Springer Science + Business Media – Dordrecht 

 

� I enclose payment to the amount of                                                         

 

� Please charge my credit card account 

Card no.:                                                                        Expiry date:                                                     

� Access             � Eurocard           � American Express               �   Bank Americard 

� Visa                  � Diners club       �

 

I enclose official purchase order no.:                                                           

VAT identification no.:                                                                                     

 

Date         Signature        

 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS AND CORRECT IF NECESSARY 

     offprints free of charge 

 Master Card 



TERMS OF DELIVERY

1. A minimum of 50 offprints may be ordered. Prices corresponding to the number of pages and quantities ordered are
given below.

2. Author for correspondence will receive this offprint order form. This author is therefore also responsible for any orders
the co-authors wish to make. All orders for a particular paper should appear together on only one form.

3. Offprints are printed at the same time the book or journal is printed. Thus, no alterations from the exact form in which
the article appears in a book or journal are possible. Any orders for offprints that are received after the book or journal
is printed should be submitted to the Production Secretariat at the address below.

4. Offprints will be forwarded within a short time after the appearance of the published paper.

5. No additional offprints can be printed or sent unless this order form is filled in, signed, returned with appropriate
payment or official purchase order and received before the book or journal goes to  press.

6. Any correspondence in connection with offprints must state the name of the periodical, title and offprint order number
and name(s) of the author(s). In case of camera-ready publications please inform us as soon as possible, preferably by
fax, about the number of offprints you wish to order. 

Prices of additional offprints are in EUR

Number Number of pages
of copies

1-4 5-8 9-12 13-16 17-20 +4

50 108 177 248 318 388 71
100 153 238 323 407 492 85
150 200 300 400 500 599 100
200 246 361 476 591 706 115
250 292 422 551 681 810 130
300 339 483 628 772 917 145
350 385 544 703 863 1022 159
400 431 606 780 955 1129 175
450 478 667 857 1046 1235 189
500 524 728 932 1136 1340 204
+50 +50 +62 +72 +92 +103 +15

Payment will be accepted in any convertible currency. Please check  the rate of exchange 
with your bank.

As of January 1st 1993 customers within the EEC must consider the following rules:

- If you are in possession of a VAT identification number, please fill the VAT number in on
the order form. You will not be charged VAT.
- If you do not have a VAT number, then please add the low VAT rate - applicable to your
country - to the prices quoted above.

ABN-AMRO Bank, Dordrecht 50.80.13.917, Postal Cheque Account Number 4447384.

All communications should be sent to Springer, Manufacturing Department, P.O. Box 990, 3300 AZ, Dordrecht /
Van Godewijckstraat 30, 3311 GX  Dordrecht, The Netherlands.

If ordering from within The Netherlands please add 19% VAT to the price quoted above.



Continental Philosophy Review DOI: 10.1007/s11007-007-9045-6

Book review

Russell Ford

Springer Science+Business Media, Inc.

    123Fax to: 

 
  
 
Re:   

 
 
 

Authors:   

 
 

I. Permission to publish 
 
I have checked the proofs of my article and 
 

�     I have no corrections. The article is ready to be published without changes. 

�     I have a few corrections. I am enclosing the following pages: 

�     I have made many corrections. Enclosed is the complete article. 

 
 
Date / signature __________________________________________________________________________ 

 
II. Copyright Transfer Statement (sign only if not submitted previously) 

 
The copyright to this article is transferred to ___________________________________________________ 
(for government employees: to the extent transferable) effective if and when the article is accepted for 
publication. The author warrants that his/her contribution is original and that he/she has full power to 
make this grant. The author signs for and accepts responsibility for releasing this material on behalf of any 
and all co-authors. The copyright transfer covers the exclusive right to reproduce and distribute the article, 
including reprints, translations, photographic reproductions, microform, electronic form (offline, online) 
or any other reproductions of similar nature. 

    An author may self-archive an author-created version of his/her article on his/her own website and 
his/her institution’s repository, including his/her final version; however he/she may not use the publisher’s 
PDF version which is posted on www.springerlink.com. Furthermore, the author may only post his/her 
version provided acknowledgement is given to the original source of publication and a link is inserted to 
the published article on Springer’s website. The link must be accompanied by the following text: “The 
original publication is available at www.springerlink.com.” 

    The author is requested to use the appropriate DOI for the article (go to the Linking Options in the 
article, then to OpenURL and use the link with the DOI). Articles disseminated via www.springerlink.com 
are indexed, abstracted and referenced by many abstracting and information services, bibliographic 
networks, subscription agencies, library networks, and consortia. 

    After submission of this agreement signed by the corresponding author, changes of authorship or in the 
order of the authors listed will not be accepted by Springer. 

 
 
Date / Author’s signature ___________________________________________________________________ 

                +91 44 4208 9499 (INDIA) 
+44 870 762 8807 (UK)   or  

6&7, 5th Street, Radhakrishnan Salai, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India – 600 004  
From:       Springer Correction Team



 
 
ELECTRONIC REPRINT ORDER FORM 
 
After publication of your journal article, electronic (PDF) reprints may be purchased by arrangement with Springer and 
Aries Systems Corporation. 
 
The PDF file you will receive will be protected with a copyright system called DocuRights®.  Purchasing 50 reprints will 
enable you to redistribute the PDF file to up to 50 computers.  You may distribute your allotted number of PDFs as you 
wish; for example, you may send it out via e-mail or post it to your website.  You will be able to print five (5) copies of your 
article from each one of the PDF reprints. 
 
Please type or print carefully.  Fill out each item completely. 
 
 
1.  Your name:  __________________________________________________ 
 
      Your e-mail address: __________________________________________________ 
 
      Your phone number: __________________________________________________ 
 
       Your fax number: __________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Journal title (vol, iss, pp): __________________________________________________________________ 
      
3.  Article title:  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  Article author(s):  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  How many PDF reprints do you want? __________________________________ 
 
6.  Please refer to the pricing chart below to calculate the cost of your order. 

 
Number of PDF 

reprints 
Cost 

(in U.S. dollars) 
50 $200 

100 $275 
150 $325 
200 $350 

 
NOTE:  Prices shown apply only to orders submitted by individual article authors or editors.  Commercial orders must be 
directed to the Publisher. 
 
All orders must be prepaid.  Payments must be made in one of the following forms:    
‚ a check drawn on a U.S. bank 
‚ an international money order 
‚ Visa, MasterCard, or American Express (no other credit cards can be accepted) 
 
PAYMENT (type or print carefully): 
 
Amount of check enclosed: _________________ (payable to Aries Systems Corporation) 
 
   VISA   __________________________________ 
 
   MasterCard  __________________________________ 
 
   American Express  __________________________________ 
 
Expiration date:  _________________ Signature:       _________________________________ 
 
 
Your PDF reprint file will be sent to the above e-mail address.  If you have any questions about your order, or if you need 
technical support, please contact:  support@docurights.com 
 

For subscriptions and to see all of our other products and services, visit the Springer website at:  
http://www.springeronline.com

Print and send this form with payment 
information to: 
 
Aries Systems Corporation 
200 Sutton Street 
North Andover, Massachusetts 01845 
Attn.: Electronic Reprints 

— OR   — 
Fax this to Aries at:  978-975-3811

http://www.springeronline.com/


stet

caps

l.c.

bold

bold ital.

equal

ital.

rom.

centre

run on

NP

EN

“   ”....‘   ’....

Marginal mark Corresponding mark in textMeaning

Delete (take out)

Delete and close-up

Leave as printed (when matter has been
crossed out by mistake)

Change to capital letters

Change to lower case letters

Change to bold type

Change to bold italic type

Change to italics

Change to roman type

Replace by similar but undamaged character 
or remove extraneous marks

Insert (or substitute) superior figure or sign

Insert (or substitute) inferior figure or sign

Insert (or substitute) hyphen

Insert (or substitute) dash

Insert (or substitute) solidus

Insert (or substitute) ellipsis

Close-up - delete space

Insert space

Make spacing equal

Reduce space

Insert space between lines or paragraphs

Reduce space between lines or paragraphs

Transpose

Transpose lines

Place in centre of line

Move to the left

Move to the right

Begin a new paragraph

No fresh paragraph here

(Caret mark.) Insert matter indicated in margin

Insert single / double quotes

or Cross through

Above and below matter to be taken out

Under matter to remain

Under letters or words altered

Encircle letters altered

Under matter altered

Under matter altered

Under matter altered

Encircle matter altered

Encircle letter to be altered

or

or

or

or

or

or

Linking words or letters

or

or

Between items

Between items

Between items

Between letters or words, 
numbered when necessary

Around matter to be centered

Before first word of new paragraph

Between paragraphs

Proof correction marks to be used by authors

Remarks

To indicate a substitution, simply cross out the letters or words to be replaced, and write the correct letters or words in the 
margin. It is not necessary, nor even desirable, to use the marks for delete and insert when making a substitution. If there is 
more than one substitution in a line, place them in the correct order in the margin, and indicate the end of each correction with 
an oblique stroke / . Alternatively, continental location marks may be used, but these are to be placed in front of the 
corrections, not behind as in the case of the oblique stroke.
The typesetter treats all letters and words in the margin as insertions or substitutions, so - to avoid misunderstanding - any 
comments not intended to form part of the text should be encircled.
All alterations should be marked clearly so that there is no risk of misunderstanding; long additions or amendments should be 
typed on separate slips and attached. Only really essential alterations should be made at proof stage.
In addition to reading the proofs, please look through your edited manuscript to see if there are any queries from the copy 
editor, and if so, answer the queries on the proofs.

Springer
the language of science 



COLOUR  CONSENT  FORM

Springer offers two options for reproducing colour illustrations in

our publications. Check the author instructions for the submission

of electronic figures.

Please select the option you prefer:

Free Online Colour
Colour figures will only appear in colour on www.springerlink.com

and not in the printed version of the journal

Online and

Printed Colour

Colour figures will appear in colour on www.springerlink.com

and in the printed version of the journal

Charges  Springer charges authors for the reproduction of colour figures in print.

The charges are € 950 or $ 1.150 per article. If you agree to the colour charges then please complete the

form below:

Journal Title (abbreviated title):

Article Title:

I enclose payment to the amount of € 950 / $ 1150

Please charge my credit card

 account (incl. check digits):

Expiry date:

Access Visa Eurocard
American
Express

Bank
Americard

Diners Club
Master

Date Signature

Regardless whether you have chosen option 1 or 2, please sign and return this form.

C
o
l
o
u
r
 
C
o
n
s
e
n
t
 
F
o
r
m
 
|
 
2
0
-
0
2
-
0
6
 
|
 
C
o
n
t
e
n
t
 
M
a
n
a
g
e
m
e
n
t
-
P
B
S
 
-
-
 
M
i
c
h
e
l
s

Option 1

Option 2

Dear

Card

Manuscript Number:

Author's name:

Invoice Address:

Russell Ford,

Continental Philosophy Review

9045

Book review

Russell Ford

Elmhurst College Elmhurst, IL, : Exp , USA



 

 

HOW TO USE THE CORRECTION GRID 

 

[1] Put the page number of each correction in the Page Number column.  

 

[2] Put the line numbers of each correction in the Line Number column. 

 

[3] Write the number of the equation, table or figure that needs correction in the Equation Number, Table Number or 

Figure Number columns. 

[4] Insert the text/symbols you wish to be changed in the Incorrect column. 

[5] Insert the correct text/symbols in the Correct column. If you include extra text/symbols here, indicate the exact items 

that need to be changed by highlighting them in the color red (for example ‘The outer membrane surface…’ corrected to 

‘The outer membrane surface…’). 

[6] Our typesetter queries on the galley proof regarding insufficient information or required clarifications will already be 

inserted into the grid (in the Page Number, Line Number and Incorrect columns). Please answer these queries by putting 

the relevant information in the Correct column. If you are unable to answer a query, indicate this by putting the letters 

‘NA’ in the Correct column. 

[7] New versions of figures/tables can be included as an ‘attachment’ to the Correction Grid e-mail. 

[8] If you need to add more rows to the grid, press the TAB key on your keyboard when you are in the last row. 

[9] The Correction Grid is a basic Microsoft Word table. If you do not use Microsoft Word, please return corrections in 

RTF format similar to the example provided below. 

 

Example of how to use the correction grid 

MANUSCRIPT I.D.: ABCD 1234 

Page 
Number 

Line 

Number 

Equation 

Number 

Table 

Number 

Figure 

Number 
Incorrect Correct Not for Author 

use 

        

1 16    Sith Smith  

5   3  Caption:  

Amount of CO  

inhalation person 

Caption:  

Amount of CO  

inhalation per  

person 

 

7    4 Replace figure 

with new one on  

attachment to  

this e-mail 

  

10  19   X (X-1) X (Y-1)  

        

 



CORRECTION GRID 

MANUSCRIPT I.D.: 

 

Page      

Number 

Line    

Number 

Equation 

Number 

Table      

Number 

Figure     

Number 

Incorrect Correct Not for Author 

use 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

 



Ogvcfcvc"qh"vjg"ctvkeng"vjcv"yknn"dg"xkuwcnk¦gf"kp"QpnkpgHktuv

CtvkengVkvng Dqqm"tgxkgy
Ctvkeng"Uwd/Vkvng Kcp"Lcogu."Vjg"Htciogpvct{"Fgocpf<"Cp"Kpvtqfwevkqp"vq"vjg"Rjknquqrj{"qh"Lgcp/Nwe"Pcpe{"Uvcphqtf."EC<

Uvcphqtf"Wpkxgtukv{"Rtguu."4228."496"rr0"KUDP"2:269748;;"*enqvj+."WU&72022."2:26974924"*rcrgt+."WU
&3;0;70

Lqwtpcn"Pcog Eqpvkpgpvcn"Rjknquqrj{"Tgxkgy

Eqttgurqpfkpi"Cwvjqt Hcokn{"Pcog Hqtf
Rctvkeng

Ikxgp"Pcog Twuugnn
Uwhhkz

Fkxkukqp

Qticpk¦cvkqp Gnojwtuv"Eqnngig

Cfftguu Gnojwtuv."KN."WUC

Gockn hqtftBgnojwtuv0gfw

Uejgfwng

Tgegkxgf

Tgxkugf

Ceegrvgf

Hqqvpqvg"Kphqtocvkqp



U
N

C
O

R
R

E
C

T
E

D
P

R
O

O
F

1

2
3 The work of the French philosopher Jean-Luc Nancy has fallen victim to a
4 peculiar sort of neglect in Anglo-American philosophy, even among those
5 scholars working in the Continental tradition. Although, a significant number
6 of articles have been published that engage his work, often coupled closely to
7 themes and texts of Heidegger and Derrida, the originality of Nancy’s
8 philosophical trajectory has generally gone unremarked. It is the chief virtue
9 of Ian James’ book that it highlights and makes clear the distinctive and

10 provocative contours of Nancy’s work. The Fragmentary Demand makes a
11 convincing case for Nancy’s work to be ranked as an incisive and original
12 contribution to the philosophical debates central to the (broadly construed)
13 phenomenological tradition of the late 20th century. James’ book is divided
14 into two sections: the first offers a historical orientation to the central pre-
15 occupations of Nancy’s oeuvre, while the second, thematic discussion
16 emphasizes Nancy’s contributions to specific problems in phenomenology,
17 political philosophy, and aesthetics. In both of these parts James shows him-
18 self to be an insightful and sophisticated expositor, carefully situating Nancy’s
19 work within the Continental tradition and detailing the central concepts and
20 developments that constitute Nancy’s own unique philosophical project. What
21 emerges is the picture of a philosopher intimately involved in contemporary
22 debates, and with a clear and distinct voice that interacts critically with the
23 contemporaries with which he is so often conflated: Heidegger and Derrida.
24 The book opens with a lengthy chapter on the problem of subjectivity
25 that follows Nancy’s early work on Nietzsche, Kant and Descartes. Nancy
26 inherits the problem of subjectivity from the two dominant figures of French
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27 philosophical thought in the 1960’s: Nietzsche and Heidegger. Like Derrida,
28 Nancy reads the work of these thinkers as posing the question of the conse-
29 quences of the disappearance of coordinated structures from thought. For
30 Nancy, this question of the ‘‘overcoming’’ of the metaphysical tradition is
31 closely tied to the attendant problem of the style of writing able to express it.
32 This latter problem provides much of the orientation for Nancy’s collaborative
33 work with Lacoue-Labarthe on the relation between philosophy and litera-
34 ture. Carefully following the argument of one of Nancy’s earliest articles,
35 James argues that even in the late 1960s Nancy is clearly working out a dis-
36 tinctive and critical reading of Heidegger’s diagnosis of Nietzsche as the ‘‘last
37 metaphysician’’. While Heidegger takes Nietzsche to task for failing to discern
38 the metaphysical ground underlying will to power, Nancy argues that, insofar
39 as Nietzsche the author is himself implicated in this play, genealogy displaces
40 metaphysics as the diagnosis and erection of values becomes a historical event
41 rather than a structured development. James uses this genealogical displace-
42 ment as a guide for reading Nancy’s work on Kant and Descartes.
43 Nancy’s principal work on Kant, Logodaedalus, is chiefly concerned with
44 the architectonic of the Critique of Pure Reason and the way that the problem
45 of the ground of the critical project appears in Kant’s account of the sche-
46 matism. Like Heidegger, Nancy reads the Critique of Pure Reason as an at-
47 tempt to provide an account of the possibility of ontological knowledge. Given
48 this problematic, Nancy zeroes in on Kant’s refusal to provide an elaboration
49 of the transcendental schemata of pure concepts – allegedly out of an exces-
50 sive dryness and boredom – to argue that this move is not purely rhetorical but
51 necessary. As Kant works out the absolute ground for ontological thinking,
52 the Critique is confronted with the irreducible particularity of its own dis-
53 course. Kant attempts to master this particularity by legislating the difference
54 between Darstellung (‘‘presentation’’) and Dichtung (which James, following
55 Nancy’s nuanced and tendentious account, translates as ‘‘invention,’’ denoting
56 the literary impurity of the presentation of pure reason) reserving for philo-
57 sophical prose the task of the subordination of the latter to the former. This
58 ultimately unfounded subordination is exposed by the discussion of the
59 schematism in which Kant is forced to confront the stylistic problem under-
60 lying the Critical project. In this irresolvable relation of presentation and
61 invention, philosophy, Nancy argues, hesitates but always decides for the
62 former, metaphysics recommences, but its legitimacy remains ultimately
63 unsecured. This hesitation at the origin of metaphysics is also a hesitation at
64 the heart of the subject, and James follows Nancy as he pursues his problem in
65 an essay on Descartes, Ego, Sum. Primarily concerned with the Discourse on

66 Method, Nancy uses the foundational syncopation exposed in his work on
67 Kant to follow Derrida’s prescription that the cogito be ‘‘temporalized.’’ What
68 results is a reading of the Discourse as a fable, again stressing the motif of the
69 presentation or expression of philosophical thought by highlighting the irre-
70 ducible difference, the hesitation, between the Cogito elaborated in the course
71 of the text, and the thinking that is recorded in that therefore fictional nar-
72 rative. This separation of the metaphysically self-same and immediately
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73 grounded subject from the expression of its own truthful presence is figured by
74 Nancy as the parted mouth whose opening precedes and produces enuncia-
75 tion. This thinking of a syncopated space, of a regulative ‘‘spasm’’ underlying
76 metaphysics, whose exposure marks its overcoming, organizes Nancy’s
77 response to phenomenology.
78 Having argued in the first chapter that Nancy’s project, while drawing on
79 Derrida’s deconstruction, is much more influenced by Nietzsche than
80 Heidegger, James turns in the second chapter to Nancy’s engagement with the
81 phenomenological tradition and his reworking of the concept of space. The
82 Cartesian roots of Nancy’s conception of syncopation provide James with a
83 ready linkage between Ego, Sum and Husserl’s 1907 lectures Thing and Space.
84 Whereas Nancy’s engagement with Descartes and Kant was direct and textual,
85 James’ argument for Husserl as a primary interlocutor for Nancy’s conception
86 of space is organized around the importance of the critique of objective space
87 to the wider project of 20th Century phenomenology. Nancy’s contribution to
88 this tradition is to follow Heidegger’s deepening of Husserl’s work and to
89 think space as consequent upon a more originary ‘‘spacing’’ (espacement) that
90 is both temporal and spatial. To this extent, Nancy’s thought reflects the
91 development of Heidegger’s thinking from Being and Time to the emergence
92 of Ereignis (event of appropriation) in his Contributions to Philosophy. Even
93 in that later work, however, Nancy argues that Ereignis maintains a link with
94 the discussion of authenticity in Being and Time through an emphasis on what
95 Lacoue-Labarthe terms an ‘‘archaic’’ attempt to join a certain provincial
96 aesthetic with political ‘‘organicity’’ (which culminates in a re-subjectivized
97 ‘‘people’’). Nancy’s work attempts to expose Ereignis as an event consequent
98 upon a more originary ek-static spacing that is the converse side of the limit
99 marked by the singular event of worldly meaning. This development is

100 extended as Nancy figures this event as a birth to sense that occurs in and
101 through distinct bodies – bodies whose limits form the community that Nancy
102 develops out of Heidegger’s under-developed concept of Mit-sein. This
103 matrixial limit that Nancy develops in his engagement with phenomenology
104 gives rise to his own ‘‘thinking in the singular-plural’’. According to such a
105 thinking, ontology is both an ethos, as the disclosure of the spacing that is
106 anterior to sense and praxis insofar as this spacing is only given through the
107 bodily practices of sense-erecting individuals who discover their community in
108 the roots of their actions.
109 The first thematic chapter of James’ book is cantered around Nancy’s
110 treatment of the body which James indexes to two traditions, both with their
111 roots in classical phenomenology. On the one hand, is the tradition of French
112 thought that links classical phenomenology to Christianity which supplements
113 the former’s paucity of physical description. The other tradition is that of
114 Derridean deconstruction, here explicated primarily through Derrida’s text
115 On Touching: Jean-Luc Nancy. In relation to the phenomenological tradition,
116 Nancy’s thought follows the trajectory of Merleau-Ponty’s elaboration of the
117 embodied intentionality that culminates in the chiasmus of The Visible and

118 the Invisible. The thought of an intertwining that disjoins and allows both
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119 phenomenal intentionality and the world is central to Nancy’s 1992 work
120 Corpus which James emphasizes as an important text in Nancy’s recent,
121 ongoing project of a ‘‘deconstruction of Christianity’’. With this phrase Nancy
122 indicates that a specific thinking of incarnation forms the locus for what
123 Christianity introduces into the Western philosophical tradition. In the various
124 moments of the incarnation (birth, death, resurrection, Eucharist) investigated
125 by Nancy in a series of works that precede and follow Derrida’s book, he
126 elaborates a ‘‘materialism’’ that follows the limit Christianity draws between
127 what appears and what precedes appearance – a limit that Christianity
128 repeatedly effaces through its various determinations. This materialism is the
129 provenance of Nancy’s deconstructive reworking of Heidegger’s notion of
130 technics and technicity. Again taking up the material limit that sets bodies in
131 relation to one another prior to their intentional coordination in a meaningful
132 world, Nancy takes technicity to be an ontological matter that reflects the
133 concrete coming-together of worlds of technical involvement. This original
134 technicity – ‘‘ecotechnics,’’ a technics of and at the limit of bodies – is a way of
135 cashing out the Derridean notion of différance or arche-writing which still
136 bears too much Husserlian abstraction. James concludes this chapter by
137 returning to the question of style, arguing that this technics of ekscription is
138 the very limit of writing since, in it, writing ‘‘touches’’ the outside that makes
139 meaning possible.
140 For Nancy the originary spacing whose ekscription is situated by the body is
141 not internal but external; what is constituted by the ekscription of meaning is a
142 community, not a subject. The particular difficulty of Nancy’s thought about
143 community is that it is both a rigorous engagement with the tradition of
144 political philosophy and, at the same time, an attempt not to take sides within
145 the constituted positions of that tradition but to subject the very positioning of
146 the historically-conditioned system to critique. James explores this aspect of
147 Nancy’s thought through a detailed consideration of Nancy’s involvement
148 with Lacoue-Labarthe and the Centre for Philosophical Research on the
149 Political from 1980 until 1984. As the brief life of the Centre attests, the
150 attempt to create a space for the questioning of the political was met with
151 questions as to the legitimacy and usefulness of its Heideggerian outlines. For
152 James, the work of the Centre forms a sort of preamble to Nancy’s own
153 project of rethinking the political as found in works such as The Inoperative

154 Community. There Nancy reads Bataille’s work on death, sacrifice, and sov-
155 ereignty alongside Heidegger’s ontology. Although, Bataille’s work remains
156 problematically subjective, Nancy infuses it with the resources of Heidegger’s
157 thought of finitude in order to argue for the dependence of being-with upon
158 mortality. As the common limit of death, community then marks and situates
159 the individual. Such an ontological community is termed an ‘‘absent com-
160 munity,’’ absence marking the limit from which multiple political meanings
161 come. Nancy elaborates this play at the limit through his notion of ‘‘myth,’’
162 conceived both as the bestowal of meaning that structures a community and as
163 the delimiting gap that interrupts and refuses the foundational gesture of each
164 narrative.
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165 It is the recurrence of issues of fiction and style that marks the transition to
166 the final theme of the book: art. As James emphasizes, for Nancy, art is the
167 exposure of the passage of meaning, the manifestation of the limit that marks
168 the ekscription of bodies. Nancy’s work on art has developed in close prox-
169 imity to the thought of Hegel and Heidegger. Having already developed the
170 specific ways in which Nancy’s project finds its roots in Heidegger’s ontology,
171 James focuses in this final chapter on carefully tracing the debate with Hegel.
172 What is chiefly of interest in Hegel’s aesthetics is the limit between art con-
173 ceived as the sensible manifestation of an intelligible idea and art’s historical
174 origins. Nancy emphasizes the way that art, insofar as it reconciles and con-
175 cretely presents the concept, is indissociable from the expression proper to
176 speculative philosophy. James insightfully links this claim back to his discus-
177 sion of Nancy and Kant showing how Nancy accentuates the limit of dialec-
178 tical resolution as an irreducible syncopation that reveals only its own insistent
179 presence or presentation. This insistence is proper not only to art but to
180 philosophy as well since, for Hegel, both are determined by the same struc-
181 ture. The limit of presentation common to art and philosophy again exposes
182 the problem of meaning, now in terms of the possibility of a common sense or
183 a hierarchy of senses. For Nancy this is the ‘‘presentation of presentation,’’ the
184 disclosure of the limit that marks the birth of a world as a meaningful or
185 sensible structure. The limit exposed by art is also the image-character of the
186 artwork itself; its being as presentation of the presentation of sense. It thereby
187 distinguishes itself – marks itself off from – the distinct realm of differentiated
188 and meaningful things. The artistic image therefore touches the limit with the
189 face of that limit itself, forming a pure repetition of the birth of sense. Rather
190 than being solipsistic, however, the experience of such a repetition recalls
191 thought to its lived world even as it opens this particular concrete instantiation
192 of meaning to critique.
193 James’ book is a significant and important contribution to contemporary
194 Continental scholarship. The rigorously argued but clearly formulated linkage
195 of Nancy’s thought with Kant, Hegel, Nietzsche, Heidegger, and others
196 highlights both the constellation of problems within which Nancy works, as
197 well as the distinctive concepts and contributions that Nancy makes to this
198 tradition. Even as he engages thinkers much maligned for an over-reliance
199 upon jargon, James manages to convert even the most idiosyncratic formu-
200 lations into common philosophical currency. Far from diminishing its value,
201 this reveals the worth of such thought not only to ontology or the overcoming
202 of metaphysics, but also to ethics, aesthetics and politics.
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