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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  BOOK R~VIEWS 499 with the bad infinite that, like time in Kant's linear sequence of apprehension, runs on endlessly. Eternal time is conceived as a circle, which is the image of the true infinite. The circular movement is exemplified by the speculative proposition in which the progressive movement from subject to predicate is reversed into a regressive movement from predicate to subject (86f). In Nietzsche, the Augenblick is characterized as the point at which future and past intersect, as the knot in which both are intertwined. Everything in Nietzsche turns on the instantaneous moment in which we experience the eternal recurrence. Wohlfart relates this to the insight of the aesthetic tragic-Dionysian state in which we experience amorfati (1o6). This is the moment in which we find the strength to affirm life even while facing the abyss of existence. It is the moment in which we simultaneously abhor and love life. Had Wohlfart explicated the sublime as the context of Kant's account of the Augenblick, some interesting parallels could have been established, for Kant speaks of the sublime as a dual consciousness in which we fear an abyss and yet are attracted by it. In fact, very few cross-references are made as we move from figure to figure. The last philosopher Wohlfart discusses is Heidegger, whose concept of Augenblick focuses on its literal meaning as "moment of vision." This Augenblick is also a vision of the togetherness (Zusammenblick)of the "ecstases" of temporality. The simultaneity of the future and what has been is contained in the present moment of vision. Wohlfart concludes with a proposal which develops Heidegger's views in light of his own unorthodox interpretation of aesthetic experience in Kant. He claims that the Augenblick of beauty is not only the double moment of vision in which the sensuous and nonsensuous are seen as one, but also the moment of insight in which meaning suddenly dawns and language manifests itself (173). Surely, this is to press too much into one concept. The book attempts no final interpretation or evaluation of the views discussed. Although not emphasized by the author, the idea common to all four thinkers is that time cannot be conceived simply as an abstract, endless flow. Their various conceptions of the instantaneous moment and eternity can be seen as ways of structuring time more concretely. This is evident in the recurrent idea of the Augenblick as a moment in which progressive and regressive movements come together. RUDOLf A. MAKKREEL Emor) University Frederick Vaughan. The Tradition of Political Hedonismfrom Hobbes toJ. S. Mill. New York: Fordham University Press, 1982. Pp. ix + 271. $25.oo, cloth; $12.oo, paper. This book moves rather indistinctly between a history of the liberal-democratic political tradition, identified as "political hedonism," and defined by the author as a modern modification of ancient hedonism, and a criticism and refutation of political hedonism (and, by implication, its ancient ancestor). The critique is characterized by 500 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 22:4 OCT 1984 moralizing about the consequences of political hedonism's dominance, combining Leo Strauss's analysis of the "crisis of modern natural right" (see Natural Right and History) with C. B. Macpherson's attack on "possessive individualism." An effort is made to provide a real, philosophical refutation of hedonism in a concluding chapter which outlines the argument between Socrates and Callicles in Plato's Gorgias. The author finds political hedonism to be a virulent and corrupting form of ancient hedonism, which was perhaps less activist and even "apolitical." The reader is compelled to wonder, however, whether the drama of Plato's Gorgias does not suggest that the hedonistic challenge is not now so different from what Plato thought he had to contend with. Vaughan's despondent conclusion is that the attempt to refute the civilizational trend towards total hedonism must be even more indecisive and marginal now than was the attempt of Socrates. "Accusatory rhetoric" is, if anything, more inadequate today. All that may now be possible is for philosophers to preserve the embers of ancient wisdom in the hope that they will blaze again in some future age. But the bulk of the book (seven of... 
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