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LUCIUS POSTUMIUS MEGELLUS AT GABIL
A NEW FRAGMENT OF LIVY*

The chance discovery of a fragment of parchment has substantially entiched the
literary tradition on the Third Samnite War. It deals with an episode in 291 B.C, when
the consul Lucius Postumius Megellus ordered his soldiers to carry out work on his
estate. The importance of the fragment lies especially in Side A, which tells us that the
estate was situated not far from the town of Gabii, a picce of information that is
lacking in the other sources.

At Gabii, in the archaic period, there were at least four cult areas, one extra-urban.!
The sacredness of Gabii and its territory is also attested in the literary sources. A
passage of Varro shows that the ager Gabinus had a special status between those of
ager Romanus and ager peregrinus: Gabinus (ager) quogue peregrinus, sed quod auspicia
habet singularia ab rveliquoe discretus (Ling. 5.33). Even if it is not possible to define
exactly the particular nature of the auspices of Gabi, it is clear that the territory had a
special position in augural doctrine?

The fragment in question, then, deals both with an obscure period in the history of
Rome and with a city that played a crucial role in Roman religion. It is precisely this
combination that justifies further discussion of it. The reference to Gabii is important
for a number of reasons: first, the geomorphology of the ager Gabinus clarifies some
details, otherwise obscure, in the other literary sources; second, the presence of Roman
private property near a Latin town raises the question of the structure of the territory
close to Rome, in the context of the relentless expansion of Rome; finally, the consul’s
order to two thousand soldiers to work on his land raises a number of issues, other
than the traditional one of the abuse of authority, issues sharpened by the location of
the incident.

THE FRAGMENT

The fragment was found in 1986, in the medieval monastic centre of Naglun, near the
oasis of the Faiyum. It belonged to a Latin codex and contains, on both sides,
remains of two columns of uncial Latin script, which can be dated to the fifth century
AD. The text was published within two years by Benedetto Bravo and Miriam
Giriffin, whe proposed the identification of the fragment with a part of a historical
work, probably Book 11 of Livy” Later studies of the fragment by Palmer and
Vinchesi confirmed the attribution of the text.*

*] should like to thank Professor G. Clemente and Professor M. H. Crawford for their
comments on an earlier version of this article.

! Situated outside the walls is a sanctuary, an archaic votive deposit (L. Caretta, E. De Carolis,
G. Gazzetti, and A. Malizia, Gabii: Rinvenimenti di superficie nell'area della cirtd [Rome, 1978],
34}, the so-called sanctuary of June, and a cult area immediately to the south of the built-up area:
see M. Guaitoli, ‘Gabii. QOsservazioni sulle fasi di sviluppo dell’abitato’, QITA 9 (1981), 50,
fig. 17.

2 P Catalano, ‘Aspetti spaziali del sistema giuridico-religioso romanc. Mundus, templum, urbs,
ager, Latium, [talia’, ANRW 2.16.1 (1978), 440-553, esp. 494-5.

3 B. Brave and M. Griffin, ‘Un frammento del libro XI di Tito Livio?, Athenaeum 66 (1983),
447-521.

4 R.E. A, Palmer, ‘A new fragment of Livy throws light on the Roman Pestumij and Latin
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The fragment, readable on both
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A comparison between the texl of the fragment and the other sources allowed
Ciriffin to identify the two episodes referred to in the fragment with events of the Third
Samnite War, specificaily the actions of Postumius Megellus during his third
consulship in 291 B.C. The sources in question are a long excerplum of the Roman
Antiguities of Dioaysius of H alicarnassus,® an excerptum of Cassins Dio,” a passage of
the Periocha of the eleventh book of Livy? and an entry in the Suda.® The first episode
tavolves the Latin town of Gabilas a theatre of military aciivily: a new army had been
ordered Lo assemble there and organized in centuries, and probably from there a
contingent of two rhousand soldiers left for the estate, maybe ol a congul, located near
Gabii.!” Side B is the final part of a message reported in oratio obliqua and sent to a
Fabius. As well as locating Lhe estate, the author also specifies that the goldiers were

pedites. n

THE CONSUL'S ESTATE

he contingent of seldiers was marching i agrum suom,
while the Periocha of Livy gives the same information, in agro suo; but the text of the
fragment, in the first and second ling, is incomplete. What came before the sentence
[- - - ingJens [ei erajnt hafuft profeul GJabiis [ujrbe, according to Bravo's

The fragment reports that t

6 Dion, Hal. 17/18.4.1-6, 5.1-4, 17/18.4.30 wai Erepov abths énl Tolrw Bapbrepoy 7 s
ward Pogaio dyepdva Zreldpevos yip dx Tis éavrod grpaTiis mepl TOUS Buoyidiovs
dvdpas els Tobs (Blovs dypavs dmijyayer, ols dvey aedfipou dpupdy dxélevoe welpew:
wai péypt meAAoD caréoye Tobs dulpas v Tois dypois fiyrav épya kol Hepamdvra
dmyperotyras. And on top of it came another aclion that was 100 offensive for a Roman
commander. He chose, namely, about two thousand men out of his army, and taking them Lo his
own estate, ordered them to cut down a thickel without iron; and for a long time he kept the men
on his estate performing the tasks of Jabourers and slaves (ed. Loeb VIT 335, slightly revised).

7 Dio, & fr. 36.32: "Oru ol . .. o7poTIOTEL werd oorovpiou 2EeABdvres waTh TRV 086y Te
&udomooy kel ooy Sut v Tob dAoovs Topw rovetofar, &’ ofv Tobrows draxinlels év
dhipwply wdvratle abTovs drouioato Adywy otk €avTol rip Bovdjy dAX éiceivns adTov
&pyew. “The soldiers . .. after setling out with Postumius fell sick on the way, and it was thought
their trouble was due to the felling of the grove. Postumius was recalled for these reasons, but
shewed contemnpt for them [the senalors?] even at this juncture, declaring that the senate was nol
his master but thai be was the master of the senate’ (ed. Loeb 1287).

8 Perigch. 11: L. Postumius consularis, quoniam, cum exercitul pracessel, operd militum in agro
suo usus eral, damnatus est. ‘The consular Lucius Postumius was convicted of having used the
labour of soldiers on his own land when in commard of the army’ {ed. Loeb IV 547).

5 guidae Lexicon, sv. [TooTduios Sraros, 4.180, n. 2118 (ed. Adler, Leipzig, 1935): . . .
Smidcbdpevos yap €x TS arpaTids mepl oty Siayihious Gvdpas €8 rovs iBlovs dypovs
dmiyayev, ofs dvev oidrpoy Spupby éxédcuoe welpee wai waréoye ToUS Gvdpus & oS
aypols, fyrdv épyn. wal Bepamdvranw dmyperatvras. "He chose, namely, about two thousand

men out of army, and taking them to This ownl estate, ordered them fo cut down a thicket without
iron; znd he kept the men on his estate performing the tasks of labourers and slaves.”

101y AL4 one can read with enough probability the name of the Latin town G jubiis (Stefan
Meyer in Bravo and Griffin fn. 3], 473-4); while in the follawing line A LS [Gajuios instead of
Gahios is a banal spelling variant.

1" Maybe the soldiers used by Posturmits were troops of the previous consul Junius Brutus, as
seems to emerge fram the restoration of the lacunose portion of the fragment ol Cassius io (8
fr. 36.32: 07t of . .. oTpaTIEITAL fieTd Moorovuiov éfehdvres). The ten letters between of and
arparidrar are iliegible in the palimpsest codex; Angelo Mai’s conjecture of ovv T Touvie
oTpaTIDTAL Ao TG IMooroupde is too long; while U. Ph. Boissevain’s restoration is mors
probable, in his edition of Cassius Do (Bertlin, 1895), of Tod Touvlov orpaTidTAL ain
Toorovpio (1.109), even if instead of atw + dative T would prefer to leave petd [oorouplov,

following E. Cary in the Loeb edifion.
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restoration, may be an “apression such as villy et age
saltus. 12 The Tatter ig more probable, because it js 4 frequent combinarion in Livy,13

Moreover it fits better with the accounis of Dionysius, Dio, and the Suda, because
they report tree-felling on the estate, which would imply ihe existence of g woodland
area to which the word saltus could aljude, In fact Dienysius and the Sudz, which
repeats Dionysiug almost word for word, mention g Spunds, that 15 4 wood; while
Cassius Dio with the word dAgog alludes to the existence of a fucrs1* Given that the
word ficug, etymologically linked o &y, must mean originally not ‘sacred wood’, but
‘sacred glade’, artificially created by human mtervention inside a wood (remuys or
silver),’s the difference between Dionysiug 8puds and Dig’s dAoos Suggests that the
consul’s estate included 4 woodland arez containing a Jueny,

It is possible that, already in the third century B, sacred areas of the peninsyla

were vielated in order tq obtain more land, as Frontigys assumes for a later periog. 16 Tn

this case, Megellys® prohibition an the use of irpn to cut down the trees, ofy dvey

b7 pou Opuudy eeéieuge Kelpew, seems 1o have been an attempt to avoid sacrilege by
and sacred to the gods.” From an
to." we know that luctm confucare,
trees in order to create a fucus, had
it expiatory sacrifice, to appease the gods, o whom the plants,

acts of the Fropres 4 vales we find the
description of sacrifice to Deg Dig 10 expiate the periodic intrusion of those who

worked on the maintenance of the sacred wood™ and (he fecessary introduction of
iron tools?! Usjn £ this metal was normally forbidden, because it was considered taboo

7 o1, as Griffin suggested, gger o7

" Bravo and Griffin (n, 3), 474,
" Vinchesi (n.4), 181,
1a Stephanus, 77.6 1.1581-2, sx, GAvos.

5E Coarelli, °T fuc; de) Lazia: la documentazione archeologica’, in [ag Bois sacrés, Collection
du Centre Jean Bérard 10 (Naples, 1993y 473, Contra ] Cazzaniga, Tucus 4 uon lucende’, SC0

2119723, 279, who, in a discussion of the connection between fucs and Zux, presents instead the
etymological solution hiers a non lucendo.

" De controversiis 56.19 Th. = 87.19 La.:
Jacit et hucos SACHOS oceupar,
7 Smit (ed. Loch VI 334) wants to eva

in ltalia autem densitgs POSSESSOrim mud frym improbe

¢ the problem created by dven atd7pou b

Cato, dgr 139: fucwm conlycare Romano more sic OPOriet: porco piaculp Jacito, sic verhg
CONCIpILo, 5t deus, 5 dea est GUEI ilTd sacriy S, 1 1ih1 fuy est POFCS placulo facere ifiyses sacri
coercendi ergy harumague rerym Ergo . . . si fodere velis, alterg Placulo eodem modv facito, hoe
amplivs diciro. ‘operiy faciund; causa’,

® On the Ttalic cult of trees ang woods, sometimes identificd with the god to whom they were
dedicatcd_, see G, Stara-Tcdde, ‘I boschii sacri deil’anticy Roma’, BC4p 33 (1903), 189-232. id.,
‘Ricerche sulia evoluzione del culro degli aiberi daj principio del sec. [V inpoi’, RC4R 35 {1907,
129-81. o the definition of a sacred wood, see J Scheid, “Luecus, nemus: Qu'est-ce qu'un boig
sacré?, in Ley Boiy Sacréds (o, 13), 13-20; C. Otto, ‘Lat. Liicus, newus “bois sacré™ o les deux
formes de sacralité cheg lgg Lating’, Latomus 39 (2000), 3-7,

On the topography of the lueus deee Dige, see J. Scheld, Ronuidys et ses Fréres, Lo Collége dey
Fréres Arvales, modéle i culze public dans Jg Rome dey Empereurs, BEFAR 275 (Rome, 1990),
95-182; for the terminology used to define the Maintenance of sacred wood, that i Bicum
colnguere, opus facere, see T, Broise and . Scheid, ‘Etude g un cas: le lucus deae Diae 3 Rome’, in
Les Boiy sacrés (n.15), 145-57,

a4 Scheid, Commentarii Frasrum Arvaliypm qui supersupy {(Rome, 1998), q. 94, col. IT1, fineg
1920, ewc. Oy, Mer. 8.741-2: 110 etiam Cereale nentus violasse secupt | Dicitur et hicps Jerig
femerasse vetustos,
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was apparently frequented from the end of the ninth cenlury BC; at the end of the
sixth century a saceffum was added, subseguenily restored and enlarged certainly
during the second century, Tn the excavaiions of the sanctuary, an open area, perhaps a
grove, was discovered:™ the cavities for the irees, perfectly preserved, are visible in the
tufa.®! Anirrigation system was also visible, with a big tank cut in the rock behind the
temple and entry points at the two sides; there was also an isolated hole behind the
temple, perhaps for a sacred tres, existing from the first phase of the sanciuary and
religiously preserved for centuries,

This discovery perhaps confirms the su

ggestion that Postumius’ property inclnded 4
lucus. Moreover the use of two thous

and men, if compared with the small number of
labourers suggested by Cato for an olive grove or a vineyard, makes probable the
hypothesis that Postumius’ estate was large.

From the literary tradition, combined with what we know of the areq of Gabii, we
can make a further inference about his estate. Cassius Dio reports that the soldiers
became ill. ¥t is very probable that the extended stay of the legionaries in marshy and
maybe unhealthy places caused an epidemic. Although Gabii itsell lay on high ground,
the surrounding area includes the marsh of the Pantano Borghese. Archacological
surveys in the gger Gabinus have revealed tunnels for water drainage,® and a complex

system of drainage, dating back to the mid-Republican period, has also been found in
Lwo excavations in the ager Gabinus >

The location of Postumius’ estate ne
there were close connections from th
with fts interest in Greek cults,’
culture,’® as well

ar the town of Gabii is perhaps not unexpected:
e fifth century nC. between the gens Postumia,
and the territory of Gabii, famous for its Greek
as for its importance in the augural field, although we de not know
when any member of the gens 2ol pessession of land in the ager Gabinus, ¥

3uch possession, however, also recalls the critical phases of the ecarly history of
Roman colonization: Cassols has suggested that in the archaic period colonization was
an activity of the gens and the ager acquired by an aristocratic group was colonized

suburbio di Roma’, in S, Quilici Gight, Agricoltura e commerci nelf Talia anticy, ed. L. Quilici,
Atlante tematico di Tepografia antica, Suppl. 1 {Rome, 1995), 1201,
¥ Coarelli (n, 15), 48-52.

* Coarelli (n. 26), 16-20: Almagre Gorbea (n. 29), 52-7. 389-9{. H. Lauter, in ‘Ein
Tempelgarten?, 44 (1968}, 628-31, had noted this circumstance, but thought of the area as the
garden of a Hellenistic temple.

“ Cato, Agr 10, An olive grove of 240 iugera (60 hectares) needed 13 labourers to maintain it,
while a group of 16 labourers was necessary for a vineyard of 100 iugera (25 hectares), The use of
2,000 soldiers is, therefore, remarkable.

# 8. Musco, C. Morelli, and M, Brucchictti,
Archeologia Laziale 12.1 {1995), 284,

* Thid,, 287M1.

¥ See 1. Monaco, ‘La gens Postumia nella prima

repubblica, Crigini e politiche’, in
G. Franciosi (ed.), Ricerche suily organizzazione gentilizia romana F1 (Naples, 1995), 267-95.

¥ In 466 BC a Sp. Postumius dedicated the temple of Dius Fidius Semo Swncus, where the
treaty of isopoliteia between Gabii and Rome was kept. On Gabii in the archaic period, see
E. Peruzzi, ‘Romolo ¢ le leitere greche’, PP 24 (1969), 161-89; revised in id., Origini di Roma 11
(Bologna, 1973), 9-53; id., ‘Grecita del Lazio preromano’, in id., Civifza greca nel Lazio
preromanc (Florence, 1998), 165-77.

¥ There are no grounds for the date of 338 BC suggested by Palmer {n. 4), 5, on the busis of a
corrupt passage of Macrobius {Sar 3.9.13); Palmer also, like the Loch edition, clearly
mistranslaies Dion. Hal. 17/18.4.1, w
hereditary succession.

Ager Gabinus: note di topografia storica’,

hich refers to the succession to (he consulship, not to
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is 1 i : -ees with Corell’s inter-
i ; this 3 This idea is very probable and agrees wi . .
this group.”® This ide ) : o8 W : _
d”i‘;iz;;o );f Rof‘xan warfare in the archaic period ™ The gens Posugnia and its fong
A a f - Ix " H - .

p E:lldiﬁg interest in the ager Gubinus may f(};.r.n part of this pdtf;g b in the tersitors
] A venditio quaestoria is probable for Gabil, as liglppen;dim 2 ; : gmcm lemhory
ini fie Sabina;* a well-known fragme

-es Sabini, after the conquest of ¢ : ~ . ‘ ot o e
Of Cumlcfl:;o suggests a radical change in Roman society i th1S‘ p;:n(.)d.zmhéc e
PlCU_)'l ;ar case ol Postumius, his kinsman's defeat at t‘r_le Cat}dlne For <; in 29_4,]3,;:
pag}}?‘: own difficulties over his triumph at the end of his caglier (:onsiués3 ;’p;nlz} T‘hé
o ‘ it ; rv. Epit, 10.37.6-12).
i belore scruple {Liv. &f

: ¢ led him to put ambition or! ‘ ' The
wor l;ragc development of the area of Gabil in general cmerges fro;mr the ldllsgo?:; tywy
E:Conontr villa, the first phase of which dates to the beginning of _L‘nelt 171rre :Of "
iggyUn?ortun’ateiy epigraphic documentation, completely absent 1n the arez

- ) H : , 44
excavation, does not allow us to identify the owners.

THE CONSUL’S BEHAVIOUR

Tn due course, according to the Epitomae of Livy, ll’ostu.mius .wa&(; ](%onmctczi Sf{;rnlésir}l]i

: of his soldiers during his consulship. Dlony‘sms gf Ha lcarr.la\ nd the
oy 1db0‘ur' sist on the graviiy of his action, while Cassius Dio reports thgt Postum !
S 31501 Hcllsfjs the senate, because of the illness of his soldiers after cutting down t e
e Ziecgln?y gionys;ius of3 Halicarnassus records that Postwmius was condemned in
wood.

45
the comitia tributa to pay a large fine,

i ione’ ot s 2 . 15-17;
# F (assola, ‘Aspetti sociali e politici della CO]Om.ZzaZIDI‘.l’C s DA; ch sez. f(] t‘ly__ ((11‘;%82)) Ny
C ' 1ii ‘Colz)nizzazionee municipalizzazione: tempi ewmodl , Ddrch ser. g,_d . g9, 923.3_308,
k 390arel @orne}l ‘Rome and Latium to 390 a.C, in CAH VII.2, (Cam ﬂn geao : R;)r;e{m’ s
374 94; M ’H Crawford, ‘La storia della colomzzaz;onc_rofr{r.l?gla;;cﬁg ot 1965)
N i Marino | “incidenz dellantico. Studi in memoria di E. Lepore , 1995),
A. Storchi Marino {ed.), L'incidenza
Ry : 4 = 100.8-13 Th. = 136.14-19 La.
i : ¢ dic. agr 102.35-104.3 Ca. . : . N
11;” 7861C;121i’.) 1}:7’1:2;‘ “DICIGCSS—ICIS ]ﬁ Th. = 152.23-153.23 La,; Llie{‘ha)loﬁ%”;? ﬁé‘)ﬁﬁ? (2)}1(5};13
- : Hy i . .. M - — 9 . = . — B <l '
= -19 La.; . De condic. agr. 82.23-30 Ca = 78.18-79 4 =113 ' _
= 2.5‘ 347 1f9t1ﬂd'zzlr_}e¥gl§1;bmi§0§ee E. Gabba, ‘Per un'interpretazione s:lonca‘dﬁl’la cent;g::tz;?;es
(_hvih‘loﬂ, DAtheenafum 63 (198,5), 265-84, esp. 268-70; M. P Muzzioli, ‘I\,J,Ot?g hgm;lgg”im ;rmﬁae’
1Dl;n_ana-\'t’ tio di Cures Sabini’, RAL ser. 8, 30 (1975}, 22%3(}, eaq., C{nc]s a,” ",wmuriazmne ;
R l'emVOZ {Florence, 1980), 37-41; ead., ‘Cures Sabini’, in Mt.ufvm_re o terra. ¢ piriozions ¢
Re[glo' In:;! mondo mn’umo (E'izfc‘r agricoltura, commercio: materiall da Roma ¢ dal
coloni 3 ,
; "y a. ‘Ricchezzz
e e 20 Peter = FGYH 809 F 27, On the frazment, s . Gbta, “Riccheraa
Jasse dirigente romana fra [ ¢ [ sec. a.C.', RST 92 {1981), 343 i, “Riflesioni sulla
e cl t romana fra 11T e Il secolo a.C.", Athenazum 64 (1986), 4?’2— . rflzp . 1983.), De bugn 1o
fzo?;; i‘cchezycc Saggi di storia econemica e sociale del mondo tm!tco {N%l 631,1979) ’65,7 ooy
Vi \/ Harrisu War and Imperialism in Republican Rome, 327-70 8.C (Oxford, , s
»42' ? 5 12 - N G bina”
4 gﬁ;lemérl(ln ac)éording to the numbering of A. Kahane angl 1 Ward P?%;T;b’viﬁflzee\dﬁi ¢ grande
PBSR 40 (19'1;2) 91--126, For the excavations, see M Aylwin Coggon;, o T idrie Land
d'f' :10 romani 11>mgo la vie Gabina’, Archeologia Laziale 2 (1979}, 5. e . v by g Land
e 1ISL the ‘Via Gabina villas’, in E. B. Macdougall (ed.), Ancient ??C'Washington ens
gDSEr}jmrton Qaks Colloguium on the History of Landscape Avrchitecture 19 ( . DC,
— . 227 ) _ . o
19“8“7)E’ %lzliniogiﬁiegszor M. G. Granine Cecere, responsible for the u];ida_tlriiacl?fa 15{1[{}11{1_6 . ;);
information an the epigraphic data from the ager Gabinus. Unf_ortunate y in pats t
1_“ -OC,IrT hic evidence of the presence of the gens Pastwm‘cf, even in the ImPeria)‘;?g .;(a—raxpfye'rq_t)
b g]iou Hal., 17-18.5.4 kai warmyopnfels &v 7 dnjpew mdoats 7ais du
Tipmua 77;]; Efc,ay'yehiag Eyovions yppuaticdy mévre pupiidas dpyuplov.
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Modern historians offer different opinion
trial. For Mommsen, the reason for the con
the soldiers for private purposes;® Bruno,
hostile account of Dicnysius of Halicarnassus, who connects the indictment with a
series of despotic acts carried out by Postumius during his consulship.

It is very probable that the trial was in 290 BC, at the end of Postumins’ third
consulship. Livy also reports that in 293 B.C., after his second consulship (in 294), there
was another summons * This is evidently u doublet, typical of annahstic accounts; no
reason is given for the first supposed indictment and, immediately after, Livy himse)f

reports that no trial taok place. The year 293 B is also less probuble, because
Megellus was subsequently elected consul for 291 A

The episode of 291 B.C. is mentioned by Cassola
between consul and senate, along with others in whic
acy of the consular imperium,® To the
soldiers, the consul answered that the s
using words similar to those Bionysius
shows that his rebellious behaviour aga
In his refusal to accept the supre
tenaciously he was attached to the a
that the holder of imperium represent
was an action typical

& on the indictment aad on the date of the
viction lies only in the use of the labour of
on the other hand, prefers to follow the

as an example of disagreement
h Postumius claimed the suprem-
accusation of abuse of authority vis-g-vis the
enate did not rule over him, but he over it,3!
attributes to him on another occasion. ™ All this
inst the senate left a deep mark on the tradition.
macy of the senate, Postumius showed how
rehaic concept of power, based on the principle
ed the state. The use of two thousand legionaries
of patrician behaviour in the Dast; Postumius, as a member of 1
conservative nobility, took it for granted, but the new nobilitas, after a long process of
evolution, could ne longer act in such way.

On the use of the soldiers, Dionysius accuses the consul of arrogance and specifies

that the soldiers were kept at Gabii for a long time and made to work like retainers and
slaves.™® Gabba sees the episode as symptomatic of a time of transition, whe
had been abolished and the nature of clientage was ch,
widespread. He suggests that Postumius treated his s
clientes.™ Traditionally clients had been obliged to do

N Hexum
anging, but slavery was not vet
oldiers as i’ they were old-style

operae, that is days of worlk, for
44

T Mommsen, Romisches Staatsrecht T1.1, (Leipzig, 1887%), 321,

T B. Bruno, ‘La terza guerra sannitica’, in Studr df storia antica pubblicati da Giulio Beloch ¢
(Rome, 1906), 87-5, 102.

*® Liv. 10.46.16: Favor consulis tutatus ad papulum est I. Postumium legarum eius, qui dicta die a
M. Scantio tribuno Plebis fugerat legutione, ur Jama ferebat, populi tudiciurm, factarique Magis giam
peragt accusatio eius poterar. Postumius, in fact, to avoid the trial brought by the tribune Marcus
Scantius supposedly agreed to become a legate of Sp. Carvilius in 293 pe. during the siege of
Cominium.
* 8o Bruno (n. 473, 88, 1. 3.

 F Cassola, I gruppi politici vomani nel ITT sec. AC. (Trieste, 1962), 194-8. On the dis-
agreement between Postumius and the senat i
consenso ¢ slato a Roma tra i 326 ¢ il 264 a.C. (Amsterdam 1993), 121-2, 184
meccanismi della lotta politica a Roma rra 1314 il 294 a.C. Consider
AFLM 24 (1991), 61-76, esp. 74.

* Dio, 8 fr. 36.32: My ot davrod T
the senate was not his master but that he was the master of the senate’ (ed. Loeb | 287).

* Dion. Hal. 17/18.4.5: o3 v Bovdny dpyew favrod Pioas, dws dorly Umares, dAN

abrov s Bouvlis. ‘Declaring that the senate did not govern hin, so long as he was consui, but
that he governed the senate’ (ed. Loeb VII 335-7)

* Dion. Hal. 17/18.4.3; TPWTOY uer 8 roiro Buaflodgy dreyre 7 Hoaropin rard
7ol adfdSerar yevépevor, xal €repor adlus Sai TovTe Bapirepor 4t ward *Pespaiov
yeudva.

* E. Gabba, “La societd romana fra IIT e TV secolo,
mediterranec (Turin, 1990), 9-11.

ovAty dAN’ Skelvms albry & cw. ‘Declaring that
n i PX g

in Storia di Roma. 11.1. Limpera
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i . 35 just like rexi, who were subjected to their crf:c‘iitor and paf oiftﬂ:;z;
o o tlc.5¢ Such exploitation, typical of the fifth aqd fourth centur
deptone d'aysf i’ i lihe third century when an alternative and equally eff?ctlvg
B llsilfeln fully developed. The continued existem;t? pf forms of force
o k'lad o freee men, wonld suggest that the Roman nobility was oppos‘;ed ;0
ppout 13_11905@& 01':‘ ted 'lili;udes to dependent labour. Scullard obsgrves that at t Ef
abaﬂd@_ﬂmg d eepﬂtiid c;ntury B.C. the constant spread of large aristocratic est%ite;
beg;lmlmg ?élet le}c elxtansion of patronage, including the offer of employment an
made poss : ‘ e, inc
P s ‘&1‘501 . q?g%]ln?zmjzaﬁ;; [}Sllthlj Zdberiod of social tegsion: .althougilz the

L O d tﬁe.personal subjection of the debtor to hus f:redltor had been
conteaet o ”ffﬂ”?; atl: 326 B.C. by the lex Pocielia Papiria, cases of illegal usury wer?
forma ¥ abOI'ISh? ';96 B.C (.L‘iv. 10.23.11). In 287 B.C. a proposal for the remlsssl?%{)
i, ?nd“b ! tﬁé senate, giving rise to the fourth plebew‘m secession.” ' he
- o e 1 ihe z’ea\l‘ Horrlwsia, which established that plebiscites were to ﬁ:e
b fores Cn‘ded V;;HTlhe dic.:Lator Quintus Hortensius managed to persuade the.p. e si
e b 121W‘£7t to leave the Janicutum.® It is very probable that among the cmz}:n;
C?‘}}llalllSlgngfmio :ie(bt there were many small landowners who h.a_d been 1353231 1;011
by the i 61 i i mber of Roman citizens ex

by’ 'the Saml’uwb:gz‘.rlze oggibltnl‘:dei:: %ferzlx?s after the episode of Postum'u.}g Megellus,
mmtal){ Serylce' rdinary recruitment of eapite censi equipped by the state. .
tO izfe hf)ilzxz;;i see. in the behaviour of the consul the legafcy of ‘g.Jracttil:e; (1:( j;l; “

e, i ¥ i ing the use of a coniuratio, )
ter'iSﬁC o t he sixih ?}:Si;f:iﬁen;:;ils zif.:tlllzvstlzl‘{i?iary service of commanders 'L-I;]:
p“"f‘tc Mt e Orgl:( f the si;ath century, and at least in the ﬁrs.t years (.jf the fift .
S BAé tl‘:}?eeg'ltt{l)es in which Rome was invelved against nffl:lghbpiirmgfpseog;e;
ere ofion © 1 wa 5 of important and influential gen es,
oo, perSotllml swuagofj(il? )t(h?i:n:t?z;dofolcla?es and clientes. From 1‘hi5 point of
C'Ouli}?: ::rztzgatz:crefoﬁm of Servius Tullius, created to prevent the accession to power
‘;1;:‘}’18 great aristocratic gentes, seems to have failed.®

i YGRS . Martino, ‘Clienti & condizioni
- - “fientes towards their patronus, see F .Dg Hno i o
. 1“_0ll'_ ?heiglrl;l;Z?cfai‘c{i:’”Esgc):\\tc’zr; yapw. Miscellanea di siudi dlassici in enore di . Manni
materiah in a,
i rjcians and
(Rg’mg 1?}?8 )égr?gec?t'ion hetween army service and Indebtedness, R0 Elﬁzilgahiggfféﬁ ;‘zﬁw and
Plebe -ar;]n The Origin of the Roman State ('[_thaca and Lond?ln,lé‘)?l }iive 1;1 y Cguc,(;f s ihat (e
ot r'él'llitv soldiers who wers cfientes of imporlant men, 105;(1])1_14 e e trend
Weg?e:[] I—i §culla1‘d, Roman Politics 220-150 8.C {Oxford, 19L )’déﬁ 1%:’) the g
ds large states, see A. I Toynbee, Hannibal's Legacy 11 {London, _ '1: ;e]]j ), 6975,
to»:;md? 1(11g91r762_‘20;1ar 8.2.1. On the episede, see the sources coliected in ;)1 ]9.17), o
:r‘" lC));O’t‘rEz Eex: Jéf orrenszl'a,‘sée G. Rotonds, Leges_ pubh’crfe pogm..’; }gzzﬁzae(l‘:[elb?;,ﬂ ﬂg]_'};f'jmf o
; : :f. L. Peppe, Studi sull’esecuzione personale 1. e
o ghiii’elze?i)(ﬁa});m mmal?llzz (Milan, 1981), 99; M. H. Crawford, Romian Republicar
secoli della re s N
! itiones i YeCessit in
(L:’:‘,’nd’o?’ 1-19 7?)1"' 6]1‘%5? propler aes alienum post graves et lorzgas sech[z_on.esf a(;eczlca;‘:z;;tm sec
Ianfc::zilfciﬁde a 0. Hortensio dicsatore deducta e;‘t, ;;squf Zrc i;;;o :;Lacit;zg L; dece Maddox, he
he | [ de | cause of the ple § . .
8 On the problem of debt as the real , cian s
. 3 . tensia’, Lotonms 42 {1983), 6 A Lindsay: Oros,
BC?’H%WL L;ll}l;;czcitsghg E:L?}glml'ﬁ 10.1; Hemina, HRR, 1.72, fr. 21 = Non. 1934 Lindsay: Or
* Enn. . 6,183 .16,
re . CDeeiv D317, ) o anile (ed.), Alle
IIJ:‘L'?.]J.BCi(ﬁigcll i; ouerra e lo stato in Roma arcaica (VII-V sec.Y, in E. Campanile
; R A Wt . £
origini di Roma (Pisa, 1988), 94if.
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Many examples from the sixth and the fifth cen turies B.C. show that the patriciate, as
the main aristocratic group, with its gentilicial structure and client relations, was still
the dominant feature of the social organization of Rome. One of these exam ples is the
well-known slanghter of the Fabij and their clienies at the Cremera,™ another the
artival in Rome of the Sabine Claudii and the oceupation of land along the Anio by

their clienzes (Suet, Tip, 1), and a third is represented the inscription recalling a Publins

Valerius and hig s(ulodales The episade of Appius Herdonins, a Sabipe soldier
of fortune who in 460 BC.

tried to conquer Rome with an army of clients, ™ is also
significant evidence for this type of social organization in archaic Rome, which is
similarly attested in the Etruscan saga of the Vibenna brothers and their sodatis
Mastarna &7
If we interpret the actions of Fostumiys in the light of these examples, his actions
are understandable, Buring the third century BC. the evolution of the nobilitas was
ght radical chan ges in the command of the army and in the power
of the senate. However, it was normal, as we can see in the episode of 201 B.C, fora
More conservative part of the aristocracy to act as was typical in former centuries As
Cornell has underlined, dyrin g the fifih century B.C, the governmenta] system of Rome
was chaotic and anarchie These difficulties are clearly reflected in the traditionat
accounts of the plebeian secessions, the problem of debt and especially the many
famines; these last in particular probably come from a reliable tradi tion. ™ We may
perhaps assume that, just as in that period, clientes and sodules normally followed their
patronus, their ‘commander’, in military action, 50 it was normal for the patronus (o
use these same people to carry out agricultural work.
Itis important to notice that in the third century B.C. indebtedness of the population
was still present angd continued to affect military conscription of citizens, As late as
2l B, according to Livy and Valerius Maximus, an edict was issued that allowed

insolvent debtors to enlist in the army. " The dictator Marcus Junius Pera ordered the
cancellation of the debts of all enlisted soldiers who h

* The mumber of elfentes whe sy
2153y or 5,000 {Fest. s.v, Seele
porta P 4357 1),

% See C. M. Stibbe, G. Colonns, €. De Simene, and H. 8, Ver
Archaeclogical Epigraphical Linguistic and Historical Aspects of the New Inscription Jrom
Satricum (Roime, 1980%; also C. Ampolo, ‘La citta riformata e Porganizzazione centuriata. Lo
spazio, il empo, il sacro nella nuova realth urbana’, Storig di Roma I Roma in ftalia (Turin,
1988), 200,

“ Liv. 3.15.5- Exsules servique, ad o mifia hominum ef qUngenti, duce Ap, Herdonio Sabing
nocte Capitolium atgue arcem oecupavere,

" On the Ftruscan sagd and its historical reliability, see T, J, Cornell, The Beginnings of Rome
Ttaly and Rome Jiom the Bronze Age 10 the Punic Wars (e 1000-264 5 . / (London and New York,
1995), 130-41: on the connection Mastama—mag.irrer;

wopuli, see S, Mazzarino, Dallg HoRrarchic
allo stato vepubblicano. ricerche di SLora romana arcuaica (Catania, 1945, repr. Milan, 1992),175.9,
23540,

pported the gens Fubig is recorded as 4,000 {Dion. Hal,
<raia porta= P 450 L; Paul. Exe. ex lib. Pomn, Festi, sv, Seelerata

snel, Lapis Satricanys

* Cassola (n, 503, 197. ® Cornell (n. 63), 97.

T A Momigliano, ‘Due punti di storia romang arcaica’, SDHT 2 (1936), 37398, repr. in id.,
Quarto contribyso alla storig degli studi classici o del mondo antico {Roma, 1969), 329 -01, now in
id., Roma arcaica {Florence, 1989), 183-207.

M Liv, 23.14.2-3: dictator M. Funins Perg | || edixityue qui capitalem fraudem i quigue

pecuniae fudicati in vineylis CISERL, it eorum apud se milites ficrent, eps noxXda pecuniague sese
exsolvi fussurign, Val, Max. 7.6.1: . . ar Tunio Pera dictarore rem publicam administrante, .
addictorum etigm e capitali crimine damnatorum sex milia conscriberentyr,
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"~ g 1 3 N 3
i ital offenc ¢ became soldiers
1so men who had commitied a capital offence. TI ihe)l, pecame soicl
o o i ¥ hmen .
dcbiom.l but & and, the dictator would order their release from punis e
R C‘Omﬂkt of Postumius Megelius for abuse of authogity :.vsed | sumnee i
. o i L - et is Ufe as ried b Y
. mdm' Uy if we consider other episcdes of his life as rep@D il: L whe
oreed. e }a,m"m always observant of conventions and rules. D : is second
, e ‘ L oT a tri e as b:
presenis .hn .c ( =, Megellus asked the senate for a triumph mo a ool
O o h i the hope of success.” In the same way, he forbad
i it i he hope E i . "
d custom than in .  the . he Fort:
procedufef o o cut down the grove, in accordance with 1chg10us.c venton. B
s e ¢ i 2 zen not in the abus
o i was recalled and convicted, the offence must be sccin. in the shue o
aethortty ing soldiars, which might rather reflect the norma lr?p : e
. " /1 usIng s : . et T
dmfomé labous, but in the fact that they were kept on his estate
of forced la , he f
ati z end they became il ' e e
e tely, )nur sounrces do not tell us how many Solfj.lersl it of e tho
) @ T ) iqe . S
UnfOlit 1(31' 1. In a period of heavy military commitment, dunz.lg twA o Samae
52 jed. In a i tment, he T ‘
Wor s d 1se in the number of soldiers would have been scn?ush li e loss
ar, any decres . we been s¢ A repor |
o ary indisposition would have obliged the senate to see(; t’ mccaw.ug o
thongh th felli f the grove’, according ERVITE \
ir e was due to the lelling o g . . . :
their trouble was d he gr aceo 10 Cassius Dic
thlc}ug}ln ly believes that the action provoked divine anger, desgugn ) 1; yordunce of
s - , c i il was ¢ y
o ecl {Ne may more plausibly suppose that the territory of Ga a
iron tools. 8
73 . h
arshy and unhealthy. o o, that he
mdlrtbi}gtheoreticaliy possible, given the number of soldiers u;:d1 %gomd amius, (hat he
was also clearing ager publicus and applying abprocedtll‘re R;m bl et 1
ring. dal [ milites as labourers for I
i rial age se of nulites as labou s
e i ations oo th;: o n area of crucial importance for Rome, because it
is actions t acein a ;  becase 1
; se his actions took p : ia e
o Cf urce ol most of the water used in the city and many aqu;cd o an toueh
y k io Ve ; as v v
1 ttlc ; onsider Rome’s second agueduct, the Anio Vetus, which ées e know tory
Fromtims e 3 anius Curius 5
5 Lcti:u‘; was built between 272 and 249 B.C” The censor Mclflitli S e
fm“ 1kthe work, using the spoils of war taken from Pyrrhus, ei\ .'I " Am'g W;];ey
captis duct’ erground, from the high
’ S8 WS stly rground,
captis.” The aqueduct’s course was mostly underg

] e "I IMAagLs quant spe
10.37.6; Ob hasce res gestas consul cum Iriumphum ab senatu moris magis g
7 Liv. 10.37.6: O ha; 08 ZeSIAS
- i - i i ape, see the usefui
mfg}c’mmchpe!f.i‘?ef sive degradation of the Latial agu;uitura_i 1a.1tdsﬁvfpebt\m 75 (148),
servation: p;‘oéle'i;eo ‘The overgrazing of ranch-lands in ﬂﬂC_lCnt a i‘naohzfsculafL Studi
E%C;Voc;tltég’s 1;'1larie1 anél the marshlands, scc theialll;uclci;_)if_ [t.jf} ;22?201957) tacula 1. Snedi
. y fy rice A, B
Y ‘voluzione romena, Scritti di divitto pubb ico, Adili & 1957 e
e 'elcéideﬁalir:tﬁ:ﬁ; g)tf;o,;?zg;sici’ 33767 and ‘La malanéljfe lglslto;la dell’[talia antica’,
storia degli ¢ i amalina o i stors
;IC;\ Bru%lt, Ttalian Manpower 225 g.c—a.p. 14 (Oxford, 1987), 6 -
- . - .e . . b . ir
o Gabba n, 24,911 ienent de moamtbiis hostivm in wber indux
e vir i, 33.90 Agquam Anien nanubiis fost b il
¢ S Cfrlﬁt\i?gtpi(s;lue see H. B. Evans, Warer Disff‘ih{ffmn Ig ﬁ?czcon;erzaz_mm ‘
: Ann Arbor . i ambert:, S
!;0{!2;(01:;?1?2”?;“ {Ann Arbor, 19943, 75-82 and iC 1R9\];1f7di§,i:3 %;]?? hert, ‘Osservaziont ¢
Fvidence o L * Ani, s e sul ramo di derivaz, iL : oo i
i cle dell’ Anio Verus e su ne ¢ vazio 1l vovis. 1 A ML
pr'op?St'eSs}ﬂ'ci}i?'ﬁiléuél)isani Sartorie (edd.), & Wcm_/_o dell m,qtgu; (/é{(r)rﬂf:l !r;g;o A
Z'_l‘ba*a'[uf / ?c}f Rw;m: problemi di conoscenza, conservizione ¢ Ig)ic:fard 1%5,) 547748'7; P Afther
iif“]""ml/u.’lzs see T. Ashby, The dgueducts of Ancient Rome}(s }EO , 1933),
Gt o e o L Nauconda, 1995), 35-6. . .
n_‘,u o the Agueducts of Ancient Rome (Wauconda, lJ?J)  eihor important work of public
G’f‘;f L\I‘ tice that the censor himsclf was the promoter of c}.n%_‘ Important work of public
it C;lle artial draining of the Lago Vslmo‘. near Reaiu‘. »Jt}u_.mm.mc;[ o5 s Teline
Utlllt"ys o P_(‘ sus inferciso monte in Nar<emi> defhiit, ex quo c’.s{z a siced e ot 1574y
¥ ('Wéo mg“g{:c{ei Giglioni Larvori pubblici e occupazione nell antichita clussic s
Rosea. See G Be .

T . mamibice)
585, ders using 4 part of the spoils of war, that was due to them { ’
7 On Roman commanders using 4
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above Tibug, down alon g the river to the town, from whers it reached the via
Praenestina. It ran alon £ the via Praenestina to Gabii, then along the via Latina and at
last along the via Labicana to the Porta Maggiore. The construction of the Anio Verus
through this area shows the complete control that Rome exercised over her eastern
Suburbium.

The creation of » system of aqueducts and the restoration of the road network,
especially of the vig Pragnestina and the via Labicana, during the third century B.C,
transformed the landscape of the area, in comparison with the previous century,”®
Quilici’s studies of the eastern suburbium of Rome reveal g change in the type of
setifement, and therefore in the landscape, between the fourth and thizd centuries B.c. ™
This situation is explained by him in terms not enly of Rome’s political supremacy, but
also of the economic dominance of the city, which overshadowed other territorial
interesis and impoverished the radial net of communications between the various
outlying towns,

Ashby’s studies of (he Roman Campagna revealed a dense road network in this
area.’ Beside the viy Praenestina, in the archaic period the via Gabina, ¥ that linked
Rome to Gabii, putting the latter on the trade-route in the archaic age from Etruria to
Campania, there were also many minor roads, practically a secondary road network,
that linked Gabii 1o nearby centres such as Collatia, Ti bur, Praeneste, and the Alban
Hills® We can sec the function of control that Gabil had,3 partly because of its
favourable position where various important routes crossed, such us the infand route to
Campania, the old routes that linked the Abrizzo and the Adriatic to the Tyrrhenian
coast, and the Etruria—Sabina axis that probably crossed the Anio near Lunghezza,
and partly because of its large populated area.® The irony is that the resulting Roman
interest in Gabii in the end subverted the reason for the interest.

We should also netice that lapis Gabinus was used in Rome for the first time on 2
small scale in the fourth sentury B, instead of the red Anio tufa, which had been used
in the defensive structures and buildings of the archaic age.® The widespread
exploitation of the stone of Gabij and its use on a large scale in great public worlks is

to build public works, during the second century B.C, see B, Gabba, ‘Considerazioni politiche ed
cconemiche sullo sviluppo urbano in Itajia ne; secolilleYa.C in P Zanker (ed.), Hellenismus in
Mittelitalien, Rolloguium in Gottingen vom 5. bis 9, Juni 1974 1L, (Géitingen, 1976), 325. On how
the spoils were used, see F Bona, ‘Sul concetlo di manubize e sulle responsabilita del magistruto
in ordine alla preda’, SDHT 26 (1960), 105-75.

™ 8. Musco and P Zaccagni, ‘Caratteri e forme dj insedizment] rustici e residenziali nel
suburbio orientale tra il IV ed il Tsec. a.C°, in Misureare (n. 40), 50-106.

L. Quilici, Collatia, Forma Ttaliae, Regio I, 10 (Rome, 19743, 358;1d., “La CHILpAZNA romany
come suburbic di Roma antica’, PP 29, fasc. 154 9 (1974), 410-38,

T Ashby, The Roman Campagna in Classical Times (London, 1927}, 12845, id., ‘The
classical topography of the Roman Campagna I', PBSR | (1902), 127-285, on Gabii, esp. 180-97.

¥ Liv, 2.11.7, 3.6.7, 5.49.6 (some milestones of the via Gabina). See A, M. Kahane, ‘A paved
Roman road east from Gubii’, PRSR 41 (1973), 18 42 (3, Radke, Vige Publicqe Romanae, in RE
Suppl. 13, Vige Publicae Romanae (Stutigart, 1971), ce. 1482-3, translated into Italian by G.
Sigismondi, {Bologna, 1981), 108, 116: for the ancient road-network, see Musco and Zaccagni (n.
78),92-5.

2 On the Etruria—Campania axis, sce S. Quilici Gigli, *La valle dei Sacco nel quadro delie
comuiticazioni tra Etruria e Magna Grecia’, SrEq 38 (1970}, 3636, 2 Sorumella, ‘Per uno studio
degl insediamenti nelle valli del Sacco e del Liri in etd preromana’, StEsr 39 (1971), 393-407. On
recenliy discovered secondary routes, that linked Gabii to nearby minor cenlres, see Muscoe,
Morelli, and Brucchjetr (n.33), 27592

* Cuaitoli (n. 1), 48-9,

* Dion. Hal. 4.53-58; Plut, Rom, 6.1; Liv. 1,53,

¥ Guaitoli (n. 1}, 45MF, fig. n. 18, n. 19,
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LUCIUS POSTUMIUS MEGELLUS AT GABL
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SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS
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