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 An Introduction to Daoist Thought: Action, Language, and Ethics in Zhuangzi. By Eske Møllgaard. London and New York: Routledge, 2007. Pp. ix + 160.
 
  An Introduction to Daoist Thought: Action, Language, and Ethics in Zhuangzi, by Eske Møllgaard, may be situated within the fertile movement of recovering the Zhuangzi, a movement in recent decades in which Western sinologists have strived to highlight the critical and philosophical dimensions of this complex, fascinating text. In this case, I believe the hermeneutic method chosen by Møllgaard has produced a valuable contribution that combines reading backed by a rigorous philological structure, including a knowledge of the work of other sinologists (among them the essential works by the Swiss sinologist Jean-François Billeter) and a freer interpretation in which Møllgaard draws on the reflections of such leading contemporary intellectuals as Giorgio Agamben, Pierre Hadot, Peter Sloterdijk, Slavoj Zizek, Émile Benveniste, and Jacques Lacan, among others.
 In combining these two seemingly opposite yet necessarily complementary hermeneutic dimensions, Møllgaard sidesteps the risks of a reiterative, paralyzing perception of classical Chinese thought in general and of the Zhuangzi in particular, offering an interpretation that is original and often stimulating. His choice of contemporary interlocutors clearly reveals the standpoint from which he undertakes his reading of the Zhuangzi. In the first chapter, devoted to presenting the interpretive keys to his project, he notes that since the Zhuangzi continually resorts to prose poems, fables, satire, songs, fictional dialogue, aphorisms, and other literary strategies, it is necessary to opt for “a philosophy that takes into account what is existentially at stake in reading, and where there is no clear division between philosophy and literature (or psychology). This kind of philosophy is rather imprecisely called ‘continental philosophy’ ” (p. 6). He then endeavors to steer clear of a more technical philosophy that he deems to be a sort of ritual developed by academia wherein the same structures are repeated over and over again. In its aim of resisting mummification and counteracting the tendency to view classical texts as mere “archaeological” objects, both sanctified and deactivated, Møllgaard’s hermeneutic project is commendable. It essentially attempts to restore the power, the internal tensions, and the validity of a body of thought by adopting the faithful reading of a historian or philologist while making an “inactual” — in the Nietzschean sense of the word — interpretation. This is to say that Møllgaard raises questions about the text that perhaps would not seem to pertain to it in any strict sense, while also outlining a way of reading characterized by a fidelity that is at once unfaithful and revitalizing.
 Though brief, Møllgaard’s essay manages to offer an overview of the architecture or basic principles underlying the construction of the thought presented in the Zhuangzi. A good number of the most essential issues it deals with — for example its radical criticism of any form of domination; the condemnation of certain forms of unilaterally tending discursive modality; the breaking down of rigid forms that stifle existence; the quest for a freer, more spontaneous approach to life; and so on — receive [End Page 579] refined exposition and scrupulous, suggestive treatment. Among the most germane elements of analysis offered in the eight chapters of this short work, one must highlight the privileged position that Møllgaard very acutely attributes, within the inner logic of the argument of the Zhuangzi, to the opposition between “life” (sheng) and “completion” (cheng), which, in the last instance, goes back to the contrast between the celestial (tian) dimension and the human (ren) dimension. According to Møllgaard, in the Zhuangzi “life” is the spontaneously emerging life generated by Heaven, while “completion,” with connotations of “formation,” “accomplishment,” and “achievement,” is what human beings add to life when they enclose themselves in a world of their own making (p. 15). From this standpoint, Zhuangzi’s work fosters, in the fashion of spiritual exercises, a transformation that manages to “liberate human existence from the false values and views we have added on” (p. 20). This process of transformation and liberation crystallizes, as is reflected in Møllgaard...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve
	Buy Digital
							Article for $16.00 (USD)
	Buy Complete Digital Issue for $29.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1529-1898
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0031-8221
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 579-580
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2011-07-23
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	