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MATTEO GARGANI

NICOLAI HARTMANN E ALEXIUS MEINONG SU APRIORITA E CAUSALITA
NOTE SUL CARTEGGIO

Nicolai Hartmann and Alexius Meinong on Apriority and Causality.
Notes on the Correspondence

The article offers a critical reading of the nine letters composing the correspondence
exchanged by Alexius Meinong (1853-1920) and Nicolai Hartmann (1882-1950) in 1915
and 1918-1920. The author explores the main contents of the correspondence, through a
chronological-thematic analysis. The letters of 1915 are eminently dedicated to a discussion
of the gnoseology-ontology relationship. Here, the author focuses (1.1) on the relationship
between reality and knowledge and (1.2) on that between a priori and cognitive principles.
The analysis (2) of the 1918-1920 correspondence concludes the article, engaging in the
theme of the law of causality. Different in philosophical background and argumentative
style, the late Meinong and the young Hartmann find a field of dialogue that appears not
lacking in consequences on the philosophical evolution of the latter.

Keywords: Meinong, Hartmann, Correspondence, Ontology, Causality

Introduzione

Tra Alexius Meinong e Nicolai Hartmann intercorrono nove lettere — tre del
primo e sei del secondo —, che coprono un periodo di quattro anni (1915 e
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Elenco in ordine alfabetico delle sigle utilizzate:

BdK = N. HARTMANN, Die Frage der Beweisbarkeit des Kausalgesetzes, «Kant-Studien», 24
(1920), 3, pp. 261-290.

BH =F. HARTMANN - R. HEMSoOETH (hrsg.), Nicolai Hartmann und Heinz Heimsoeth im Brief-
wechsel, Bouvier, Bonn 1978.

DLA = Deutsches Literatur-Archiv (Marbach am Neckar, Germania).

EdA = N. HarRtMANN, Uber die Erkennbarkeit des Apriorischen, «Logos. Internationale
Zeitschrift fiir Philosophie der Kultur», 5 (1914-1915), 3, pp. 290-329.

GA = Alexius Meinong Gesamtausgabe, hrsg. von R. Haller und R. Kindinger gemeinsam
mit R.M. Chisholm, 7 Bde., Akademische Druck- und Verlagsanstalt, Graz 1968-1978.

K =R. KINDINGER (hrsg.), Philosophenbriefe. Aus der Wissenschaftlichen Korrespondenz von



