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Among the philosophers, the primary debate is whether counterfactual thinking underlies causal thinking or the other way around. James Woodward reviews his ‘interventionist’ conception of causation, according to which the judgement that C causes E is bound up with the thought that an intervention that would prevent C would prevent E. (He allows that thinking about causes may in turn underlie these counterfactual judgements.) Though in the ‘normative’ version of the theory, intervention is not supposed to be understood in human terms, Woodward speculates that interventions through action might play a special role in the acquisition of causal cognition. Christopher Hitchcock proposes to paraphrase ‘C causes E’ thus: ‘There is an available alternative to C, such that if that alternative had occurred, E would not have occurred’ (p. 174), and he then argues that features of the psychology of counterfactual availability might explain certain features of our causal judgements (such as a tendency to regard departures from routine as causes). Hitchcock does not want to presume that counterfactual thinking is psychologically more fundamental than causal cognition, but that is the order of the explanation he seems to be pursuing. Peter Menzies defends a counterfactual analysis of causation in which the antecedent of the positive counterfactual (‘If c were so, then e would be so’) describes an intervention, and the antecedent of the negative counterfactual (‘If c were not so, then e would not be so’) describes a normal condition. To get this to work, he proposes a modified version of Lewis’s semantics for subjunctive conditionals in which we do not assume that each possible world is ‘nearest’ to itself.
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