
contemporaryvotersliveinaworlddominatedbybroadlyconceived
mediacoverage.Politiciansgoverningpeopledonotsomuchconcen-
trateonmanipulatingfactsbutratheroncreatingspectacularinforma-
tion, subjected to the determinants of a precisely directed spectacle.
Man,constantlyimpactedbysuchinformation,isguidedbyemotion-
allyexperiencedimpressions.intheconsumersociety,inwhichdigi-
tally created information has gotten a hold of man’s choices, the
processoffunctioningofpoliticalpoweristakingontheformofsim-
ulation.1 theFrenchthinkerJeanBaudrillard,whoseanalyseswerefer
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1 AsimulationinBaudrillard’sapproachconsistsindetachingmeaningsfromtheir
originalsourcesofreferenceandincreating,onthebasisofthesesigns,artificialcopies
whichwillbemoreattractiveintheirmessagefortheaudiencethantherealphenome-
non/object. Simulationwhich occurs in the sphere of the impact of government has
manyfunctionaldimensions.On theonehand, itmaybeperceivedasasymptomof
manipulatingvotersbyproperlyformedmediainformation.Ontheotherhand,howev-
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to in thepaper, treatedsimulationprocessesas thestartingpoint for
analyzingsociety.Heperceivedsocietyasacollectivityfunctioningin
a special relationship to political power, which acts under specific
mediaconditions.thus,inthepaper,attentionwillbedrawntohow
thesimulatorynatureofcontemporarypoliticalpowercorrelateswith
thefunctioningofasociety.
inthiscontext,wewilldrawuponBaudrillard’sconceptionofthe

‘silentmajority,”2 introducingthediagnosisofthefunctioningofasoci-
etyinrelationtopower.theconceptionofthe“silentmajority”wasuti-
lizedbyBaudrillard to analyze thebehaviorof contemporarypeople
receivingmediamessagesaddressedtothembypoliticalpowers.ina
worldinwhichanexcessiveamountofdigitalinformationiscreated,it
ishardtosaythatmodelrelationshipsfunctionbetweenasocietyand
politicians. the question is not only about one man’s contacts with
anotheroneorsimpleinteractionsconnectingonegroupwithanother
one.Attentionneedstobedrawntotherelationshipbetweentheciti-
zensperceivingthemediamessagesandthemediathemselves,andthe
power(theauthorities)creatingspectacularmediamessages.theall-
encompassingandstillrapidlyincreasingnumberofdigitalmessages
addressedtopeopleleadstoalackofresponseonthepartofthecom-
munityandresultsinasignificantsilenceinthesphereofopinion,com-
mentsorvoices in thepublicdebate.At this juncture, thereoccursa
seriousproblemoflegitimizingorrejectingpowerbyvoters.therefore,
therearisesthequestionwhetherthecategoryofthe“silentmajority”is
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er,itisanattempttoconstantlyimprovethesocialreality(artificiallycreatingapoliti-
cian’s image and actions) following marketing products and services. See Jean
Baudrillard, Simulacra and Simulation, trans. Sheila Faria Glaser (Ann Arbor:
UniversityofMichiganPress,2004),1–3.

2 JeanBaudrillard,In the Shadow of the Silent Majorities or the End of the Social
and Other Essays, trans. Paul Foss, Paul Patton and John Johnston (New York:
Semiotext(e),inc.,1983),19–21.
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becomingtheonlytoolwhichmightstillbeindicativeoftheautonomy
of society or of the possibility of opposition against the conduct of
power?inthiscontext,itisworthposingamorefundamentalquestion
against the background of the reflections undertaken in the paper. it
concerns the cause of such actions: for what purpose does political
powerinundatevoterswithmediamessagesandwhatisitintendedto
serve?Doessuchinformationservepowersolelytocreateitsimageor
doesitinvolveamorefundamentaltask,thatispartofthesimulation
processesinvolvedinexercisingpoweroversociety?

The simulative nature 
of modern political power

Seeking an answer to the question of what power is and what the
impactofpoliticalpoweroncontemporarysocietyconsistsinrequires
areferencetothecontextinwhichconsumersocietyfunctions.insuch
acollectivity,theconsumptionofsignsplaysanessentialrole.Signs
areverybroadlyconceived;however,theygenerallyconcernthephe-
nomenonofartificialmodificationofrealobjects.letusnotethatin
the contemporarymarket, the only product/service that gains attrac-
tiveness ismarkedby a number of additional properties,which are,
importantly,largelyunconnectedwithitsrealexistence.However,the
mostimportantthingfromthestandpointofconsumerismisthatonly
suchaproductcarries thepotentialofsatisfyingpreviouslyproperly
arousedhumandesires.therefore, thehugeeffort ofpeopledealing
withmarketingandthenewmediadoesnotconcentrateonindicating
theactualusefulnessoftheproduct/serviceitself.3 itassumesinturn
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3 Jean Baudrillard, The Consumer Society: Myths and Structures (london: Sage
Publications,1998),26–27,31–32.
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theformofcreatingconsumerneeds,notonlybyintroducingattrac-
tivepackagingorpresentingnewfunctionsinrelationtotheprevious
edition, but also by promoting lifestyles or even shaping political
trends.thus,targetedconsumptionisbecomingadeterminantofvoter
acquisitionbycontemporarypoliticalpower.
thereby,thesedayspowerhasbecomeacertaintypeofgameorreal-

ityshow.thisisnotcausedbythefactthatpoliticianswanttolivein
suchaworld,butitisconditionedfunctionally:byseekinganefficient
modeofreachingouttopeople.Forcontactswithvotersareestablished
intimeswhicharedominatedbythemodelofcreatingandinstantlysat-
isfyingthe(created)consumerneeds.thereisanoverlapofapolitical
viewpointwiththeplayofsignssurroundingapolitician.thisishow
politicaleventsaremostfrequentlycreatedbythemedia.theyoccurfor
thesakeofagivensituationsuchasanelectioncampaignoravisitbya
foreignleader.Powerusestoolsfromthemarketingofproducts/services
toinfluencesocietyandconveyinformationaboutitself.4 themodelof
consumersociety,basedonartificiallabellingcompoundedbyincessant
mediatransmissionandacceptedandutilizedinthepoliticalsphere,has
ledtothedenialoftheideaofrepresentativenessandhasbroughtabout
acompleteblurringofthetraditional(andbynowcompletelyhistorical)
relationbetweenrulerandsubject.
in a world of consumption, everything is dynamic because con-

sumersthemselveshaveunlimitedcapacitytoconstantlytakeininfor-
mation.Forthisreason,ultimatesatisfactionoftheirneedsisnotpos-
sible.thecustomercannotachievecompletesatisfactionsincethesys-
temofcontemporaryeconomicsinscribeshiminongoingactivebuy-
ingandparticipationintheentireproductionprocess.Forthisreason,
powercannotshowitstruthfulness.itisonlyaproductofacombined
systemofsignconsumptionandmediamessagesbasedonaspecta-

328

4 Baudrillard,Simulacra and Simulation,23–24.

Jan Gondek, Grzegorz Tutak



cle.5 in this context, it is important to recall ervingGoffman’s dra-
maturgicalapproachtotheconceptionofpower.6 Accordingtohim,a
politicianissupposednotsomuchtoconveycontentsbymeansofver-
bal or non-verbal symbols, but their main aim is to cause (create)
impressions.thus,anelectioncampaignbecomesatheaterinwhich
interactionsbetween individualsarecreated inadvance foraspecific
communicationsituation(theGoffmanian‘stage’or‘backstage’).the
aimofpoliticalmessagesistomaintainthepersuasivecredibility,fun-
damentalinthiscontext,whichiscreatedbythepoliticianthemselfas
an ‘actor’ for the purposes of conforming to the needs of specific
groupsofaudiences.7 thisiswhymoderngovernmentsstrivetomain-
taintheircredibilitybymeansofexertingimpressionsontheiraudi-
ence(voters).ifthecreatedimpressionsarewell-receivedbytheaudi-
ence,thenitwillconsequentlyleadtooutliningthedirectionofactiv-
ityandmakingdecisionsaccordingtotheirthoughts.
According to Baudrillard, the so-called “true power” no longer

existsandonecannottalkofatruerepresentationofvotersorofthe
realchoicemadebythem.theseareillusorystatementswhicharean
expressionofpeople’sfutilehopeinthedomainofpolitics.Allrepre-
sentationsinthesenseofexercisedpower,evenatthelowestlevels,no
longerhaveanything incommonwith their former function.this is
whypowerfindsitsodifficulttowinoverpeople.Fortheysenseits
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5 Przemysław Żukiewicz, “Kondycja władzy w świecie postmodernistycznym:
refleksje inspirowane myślą Jeana Baudrillarda” [the condition of Power in the
PostmodernistWorld.reflectionsinspiredbyJeanBaudrillard’sPhilosophy],Świat Idei
i Polityki vol.8(2008):171–172.

6 Barbara Szacka, Wprowadzenie do socjologii [An introduction to Sociology]
(Warszawa:OficynaNaukowa,2008),132–133.

7 Agnieszka Ogonowska,Między reprezentacją a symulacją. Szkice z socjologii
mediów [Between representation and Simulation. Sketches from media sociology]
(Kraków:Wydawnictwoedukacyjne,2007),15–16,136–138.
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ficklenessandinsincerity.8 theimplicationisthataconsumerwho,in
themarketforthesaleofobjects/services,isaccustomedtothecon-
stant exchange of companies in the purchasing process (depending,
amongotherthings,onthepriceorqualityoftheproductsoffered),is
unabletofunctioninthepoliticalsphere.Sincethisismoreconstant,
itisenoughtonotethatelectionstakeplace,forexample,everyfour
years,andthemodelofgovernanceisconditionedbythepoliticalsys-
temadoptedinagivencommunity.
At this juncture, imminent change in the desires of voters is not

possible,andadissatisfiedpublicmayrebelbyfailingtorespondto
thecallsofauthority.Suchaphenomenoncausesthegreatestfearin
politiciansexercisingpower.thisiswhypoliticiansmustinspiretheir
voters’ fascinationby theiractionsandbecomeactorsofaspectacle
embedded in the communication channels of the new media. they
mustarouseemotionswhichatagivenmomentsatisfyhumandesires
intermsofcomprehendingtheactionsofauthorities.9 JeanBaudrillard
arguesthatallinterventionactionsofWesternstatesinvariouspartsof
theworld concerning dictatorship governments play the function of
reinforcing and legitimizing the authorities of Western powers.
carrying out armed interventions, supporting the ‘aggrieved,’ and
fomentingrevolutionsultimatelyservestomakethetoolsavailableto
politicalpowermorerealistic,inordertobecome,atleastforawhile,
anentityindependentofthemedia, theentertainmentmarketorcor-
porations.Authorities operating in highly developed societies have
found a way to show real governance in humanitarian action.
Presenting such humanitarian efforts as their own success makes it
necessary to put themessage inmedia and consumer signs.10 these

330

8 Baudrillard,Simulacra and Simulation,23–24.
9 Ibid.,17,151–153.
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typesofmeasuresveryoftenturnagainstpoweritself,becauseitenters
intoamessagedetachedfromreality.inaddition,initsfunctionalpow-
erlessnessandsignclosure,itisunabletodealwithandcombatthese
phenomena.Poweronlyworksthroughtechnologiesamplifyingsigns,
whichconsequentlyreinforcestotalitariansystems.
AccordingtoJeanBaudrillard,powerisnotrespectedinthecon-

temporaryworldsincepeoplereact toobjectivedemands(e.g.,civic
duties)withrebellionanddisobedience.inturn,theyrespondtosub-
jectiveexpectations(e.g.,thegrantingofrights)withtheirownalien-
ationandpassivity.itisthereforeverydifficultforpoliticalpowerto
existintheformdesiredbyit.theexemplaryAmericanslogan:“Ask
notwhatthestatecandoforyou,askwhatyoucandoforthestate”
carries the message that citizens who suffer and make losses must
place theblameon themselves.11 themistakesof theauthoritiesare
shiftedontothepeople,ratherthanontothepoliticiansresponsiblefor
suchastateofaffairsandthecommunicationchannelsthroughwhich
theydirectinformationtotheelectorate.
itneeds tobeemphasized thatBaudrillard’sconceptionofpower

stands inopposition toMichelFoucault’sdispersedauthority,which
consistsinunderstandingauthorityasanomnipresentdynamicfactor
whichvoluntarilypermeatesallspheresofhumanlife.Authoritydoes
nottakeonacoercivecharacterbutisbasedonthevoluntaryaccep-
tanceofitsrecommendationsandsubjectivecontrolbyindividuals.12
AccordingtoBaudrillard,suchapostulateisnotachievable,asmod-
ernpower,masteredbyprocessesofsimulation,hasitselfbecomean
unrealentitythatonlyusesartificialsignstorescueitsimageandsub-
jectivity.
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11 Żukiewicz,“Kondycjawładzy,”[theconditionofPower],173.
12 Agnieszka Ziętek, Jean Baudrillard wobec współczesności: polityka, media,

społeczeństwo [JeanBaudrillard’sVisionofcontemporaryWorld:Politics,Mediaand
Society](Kraków:UNiVerSitAS,2013),80–83.
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A very pertinent example, cited by Baudrillard, illustrating the
actionsofpowerintoday’sworldaretheeventswhichtookplacein
1991,calledtheGulfWar.JeanBaudrillardobservedtheconflictasit
brokeoutandcameupwithanumberofveryinterestingthesesreveal-
ing the way in which contemporary power operates, including its
methodsofcontrollinginformation.AccordingtoBaudrillard,thewar
neverreallyhappened,asittookplaceonlyinthevirtualsphere,i.e.,
inthemedia.Ofcourse,Baudrillardisusingacertainallegoryinmak-
ing such statements.13 However, the conclusions he reaches become
thebasisforreflectingonthemeaningofthisconflict.JeanBaudrillard
believesthatmilitarycommandersandpoliticiansdonotknowhowto
behaveinthefaceofpower,sotheyhavetokillpeopleandcarryout
destruction.theGulfWarwasoneexampleofsuchasituation.infact,
theconflict,whichplayedoutin1991,becameonebigpublicitycam-
paign.thiswarwascontrolledbythecombinedcentersofpowerand
media.
Mostinterestingly,theconflictwasnotconductedwiththeviewto

conqueringsomenewterritoriesortodominatingacountry,ratherthe
focuswastopreserve their  power s ta tus  and to  legi t imize i t.
thewarwassupposedtoshowthatpowerstillexisted.14 theverycon-
textofpowerisnotdirectlyinvokedbyBaudrillard,itappearsagainst
thebackdropof the reflections.Modernmedia, innovative technolo-
gies and informationbecame the objects of thiswar. itwas another
phase,afterthecoldWar,inwhichthefocuswasmoreontheaspect
of the game being played than on the conflict itself. the war was
played in themedia,noton thebattlefield.the realcoverageof the
eventswhich tookplaceduring thisconflictwasnota reliablemes-
sage,but ‘empty information’aimedat filling televisionscreensand
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13 Jean Baudrillard, The Gulf War Did Not Take Place, trans. Paul Patton
(Bloomington:indianaUniversityPress,1995),23–28.

14 Ibid.,29.
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satisfying viewers’ expectations. it should be stressed, following
Baudrillard,thatpoliticalpowercansteerconflictinmanyways.15 One
of them, for example, is live broadcasting,most often selective and
manipulated.theconflictalsodemonstrated theextraordinaryspeed
ofthetransmissionofinformation.However,thiswascombinedwith
alossofthemeaningofthemessageandadistortionofthepossibili-
tyofreliablyconveyingthecontent.
inhisbookThe Gulf War Did Not Take Place (whichexposesthe

media aspects of theGulfWar), the author cites some figures. the
500,000soldierswhofoughtatthefrontforsevenmonthswerethree
timesmorelikelytodieinacarortrafficaccidentwhileremainingat
homethanwhileatthefront.thus,thewar,accordingtoBaudrillard,
pursuedaspecificobjective,sincetheauthoritieswantedtoshowtheir
powerbyengagingin thisconflict.thewarultimatelyexhibited the
greatpowerlessnessofpower.itdidnotoverthrowSaddamHussein’s
power,butitwascarriedoutasakindofperformance,showandspec-
tacle.16 theexampleoftheGulfWarfunctionallyputscontemporary
armedconflictsinanewlight.
Ananalysisoftheconflictsthathavetakenplaceinthelastdecade

or so leads to the conclusion that it is impossible to disagree with
Baudrillard’svision.itisinformationitself,controlledbypower,that
hasbecometheobjectofwars.Fillingthemediawithsignmessages
generates thewaythatcontemporarypoliticiansact.Oneshouldpay
attentiontotheinfluencethatinformation(evenfalseinformation)has
on thequotationof companies on the stock exchangesor the estab-
lishmentofinternationalrelations.therefore,confrontationalstruggle
hasgivenwaytowarsplayedoutinasymbolicformonmediachan-
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15 Ziętek,Jean Baudrillard wobec współczesności: polityka, media, społeczeństwo
[JeanBaudrillard’sVisionof thecontemporaryWorld:Politics,Media andSociety],
135.

16 Baudrillard,The Gulf War Did Not Take Place,68–71.
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nels.today,leaders,asBaudrillardpointsout,playoutarmedconflicts
intherealmofvirtualtechnology.17 theirchiefaimistolegitimizethe
powertheyexercise.

The “silent majority” society 
as a reaction to the simulative nature of power

Against thebackdropofourconsiderationssofar, there isaneed to
define contemporary society, which functions as a target at which
political power addresses its actions.Baudrillard’s attempt to define
societyisnotamatterofcourse;ithasnottakentheformofprevious-
lyfamiliartermssuchasconsumersociety,digitalsociety,orspectacle
society.itshouldbenotedthatBaudrillardreferstocontemporaryvot-
ers, consumers, and recipients of media messages as the “mass.”18
However,itshouldbenotedthatthistermhasnosociologicalmean-
ing.itisnotevenacategoryoradesignationbelongingtothesocial
ordemographicsciences.JeanBaudrillardarguesthatsociologywould
liketocategorizetheconceptofthe“mass”usingprofessionalvocab-
ulary.However,accordingtohim,thisconstitutesamistake,because
the“mass”isanundefinableconcept,difficulttoputintospecificcat-
egories.
Suchaconceptionseemstobevalidinthecontextoftheimpactof

thedigitalsphere.Observingtheimpactofdigitaltechnologiesonvar-
ious fields of human activity,we see a vision of the functioning of
technologydistributedandsubjecttomodifications,dependingonthe
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17 Żukiewicz,Żukiewicz, “Kondycjawładzy,” [theconditionofPower], ]176;
Gary Genosko, Baudrillard and Signs: Signification Ablaze (london; New York:
routledge,1994),98–99.

18 Baudrillard,In the Shadow of the Silent Majorities or the End of the Social and
Other Essays,4–5.
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contextofthetargetingofthemessage.19 Meanwhile,theconceptspro-
ducedinthisareabythesocialsciences,aswellasthehumanities,are
tooobvious,andthusmaylosethedeepermeaningreferencesneeded
inthiscase.themass,accordingtoJeanBaudrillard,“isconstitutedby
those who are free of their symbolic commitments, have been
‘released’(caught in infinite‘nets’)andcondemnedtobeoneof the
countlessterminalsofthesamemodels.”20 thisunderstandingofthe
mass uncovers its essential characteristics, particularly useful when
analyzingthepoliticalimpactofpoweronvoters.
itisworthnotingthatJoséOrtegayGasset,thecreatorofthecon-

ceptionof“therebellionofthemasses,”whoalsoutilizesthetermof
the“mass” inapolitical context,perceives it inadifferentway.He
portrays themass, characterized by a lack of a superior purpose of
actionandprimitivenessofviews,asnumericallycapableoftakingthe
helminthesphereofimposingviews.themassmaydominateover
thispartofsocietywhichthankstoeducation(aswellasabilities)and
an active participation in social lifewishes to set new development
trends.themassinthissensedictates(evenbyforce)themoreambi-
tiouspartofsocietytofollowitsmodels.ittakescontroloverculture,
whichbeginstobedominatedbyprinciplesofthesimplereceptionof
content,uniformityofmessageandfacilitationofstandardsofreading
symbols.21 inBaudrillard’sconception,themassesdonotexpressaspi-
rationsfor the introductionof theirstandardsofcommunication,but
actuallyneedtobeencouragedtobeactiveandexpresstheiropinions.
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19 Alina Betlej, “Power relations in the Network Society. A Sociological
Approach,”Studia Gilsoniana 11,No.3(July–September2022):427–430.

20 Baudrillard,In the Shadow of the Silent Majorities or the End of the Social and
Other Essays,5–6.

21 Ziętek,Jean Baudrillard wobec współczesności: polityka, media, społeczeństwo
[Jean Baudrillard’s Vision of contemporary World: Politics, Media and Society],
199–204.
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comprehendingthemassassumesaparticularmeaninginrelation
tothewaythemedia,entertainment,andconsumersystemsfunction.
these systems are very helpful in setting up political campaigns or
promotingpoliticians for aparticularoffice.themass, according to
Baudrillard,istheresultofanoverflowandsaturationofinformation
exchange. it functions as one-way flow, for messages flow in one
direction.theypass from thenewmedia to thepeopleperceivinga
particular image, often not comprehending the overall sense of the
transmission. Political power, using the sphere of visual messages
manipulatively,createsitsimagebymeansofsigns.22 theaimofthis
is to artificially perfect and idealize the surrounding socio-political
reality.
Baudrillard’sdiagnosisoftheoriginofthemassisimportantinthis

context.thecauseoftheemergenceofthemassesisthedisconnection
ofsocietyfromthesymbolicconditions.Socialchangeiscausedbya
lackofvaluing,andthemassesthemselvesdonotputthemselvesin
theperspectiveofsuperiorityor inferiority.Hence, theydonothave
theaspirationsthatshouldguiderealcommunities.thequestionaris-
esastowhatdevelopmentalpotentialistobefoundinthemasses.in
Baudrillard’sterms,thispotentialisunderstoodinanextremelynega-
tive context, as themasses have the characteristic ability to lose all
energy,andtoneutralizeanyviewsandinformationaddressedtothem.
itispreciselythesefunctionsofthemasses:toabsorbeverythingand
nottodrawanyconsequencesforthemselvesfromthisabsorption,that
standinoppositiontothedevelopmentofatruesociety.23 therefore,
themass,inadditiontoitscharacteristicindifferencetoaction,absorbs
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22 Baudrillard,In the Shadow of the Silent Majorities or the End of the Social and
Other Essays,30–41.

23 AgnieszkaSmrokowska-reichmann,“Nieme"neutrum”:Baudrillard–antysocjo-
log i jego diagnoza społeczeństwa,”[the Silent "Neutrum": Baudrillard—Anti-
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highercultureandnullifiesknowledge.Notreflectingtheidealsprevi-
ously guiding society, the mass functions as a chaotic collectivity,
devoidofhighervaluesandsubjecttoconstantdestruction.
thus, the masses, as understood by Baudrillard, are a creation

opposite to HannaArendt’s take. She argued that the masses have
totalitarian inclinations and are easily carried away by using simple
slogans.Butthemasses,accordingtoher,aremadeupofweakindi-
viduals,cutofffromtheirtraditions.24 AccordingtoJeanBaudrillard,
thischaracterization isnotaccurate,as themasseshavenodesire to
takeanyaction,beitrevolutionaryorinfavorofanydefenseofhis-
toricalvalues.
today’s consumers (voters), affected by an enormous amount of

information, are able to resist the systemof consumption, entertain-
mentandmedia.thisisbecausetheyareunableto“process”sucha
hugeamountofstimuli.AdeeperanalysisofBaudrillard’sconception
revealsawholenewdimensionofthemasses,whichistheso-called
“silentprotest”andthephenomenonofthe“silentmajority.”Ananaly-
sisofthemeaningof“silentprotest”leadstotheconclusionthatitcan
be identified with the passivity of the masses. According to
Baudrillard,apathyisthegreatthreattopoliticalpower.Forpolitical
structures,expressionsofsilentprotestareunacceptable, so those in
powerwanttostimulatetheirvotersatallcosts.Anexampleofvoter
activationarevarioustypesofsurveysoropinionpolls,whichnowa-
dayshavemanyfunctions.25 themostimportantoftheseistomain-
taintheimpressionthatthemassesarenotpassive,butactivelyinter-
estedinpoliticalaction.inaddition,pollshaveanactivatingeffectin
suchawaythatthepublichastheimpressionthattheyareconstantly
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24 HannahArendt,The Origins of Totalitarianism (cleveland;NewYork:Meridian
Books:theWorldPublishing,1968),377.

25 Baudrillard,In the Shadow of the Silent Majorities or the End of the Social and
Other Essays,19–21.
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beingquestioned,whichinturnmeansthatpoliticiansareinterestedin
theopinionsofthepeople.
However,inthiscase,adoublemanipulationeffectmayoccur,for

theauthoritywantstofitinwiththecrowdandthemasseswanttoful-
filltheirexpectationsthroughtheauthority.Areciprocalgamedevel-
ops,however,thepowergainsinafurthercontext,becausethemass-
es are not capable of any systemically directed action.At the same
time,allmethodsofinformationstimulationofthepeopleleadtoeven
more production of furthermasses.26 With regard to uncovering the
realmeaningofsurveys,itisstillworthrecallingtheviewsofPierre
Bourdieu.Hedoesnotsomuchlevelaccusationsofatechnicalnature
againstsurveys(e.g.,aninadequatelyconstructedsampleorsuggestive
questions)asheexposestheiruseforpoliticalpurposes.Hepointsout
thatthereisanartificialcreationofthebeliefthateveryparticipantin
thecommunityhasanopiniononcurrentpoliticalactivitiesandcan
adequatelydefinethemselvesonascaleproducedforthepurposesof
thesurvey.Byitspollingactivities,theauthoritieswanttounnaturally
create a unanimous public opinion, unanimous in particular with
regardtothebindingpubliclawsandtheassessmentofitsactivities.
the public sphere is created on the basis of political interests, for
whichthepollbecomesa legitimizationof thepoliciespursued.ifa
topicispolled,itmeansthatthepublicsupportsaparticularpolitical
direction.Unawareofthisfact,thepublicisusedthroughparticipation
inthepolltoconsolidatepower.27 thetopicofthepollortheissueit
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addressesisconstructedinsuchawaythattheopinionexpressedinthe
individual questions (even if very diverse) does not contradict the
validityoftheintroductionofaparticularpoliticalissue.Poweriscre-
atednotbyfavorableorunfavorableanswers;whatismostsignificant
istheveryactiontakeninfavorofagiveneventinthepoliticalarena.
Baudrillard points to an important functional factor belonging to

the masses, and clearly escaping the mechanism of political rule,
whichissilence.Politicalpowerobviouslydoesnotwanttolosecon-
troloverthemasses.Silenceasaresponsetotheinformationprovid-
edfrightenspowerthemost.therefore,themediaartificiallycontrol
silence,sometimesbymeansofcreatingthepowerof thesubjective
background, which is done in very simple sentences, for example:
“thePolishnationopposes…”or“AllofGermanyishappy,”etc.the
mainreasonforsuchactionsbytheauthoritiesispreciselytheproblem
ofthesilentreactionofthemassestoevents.theauthoritystimulates
thefeelingsofthecrowdbydirectingapre-imposedmessagetowards
theminordertosuitablytunethereactionsofthemasses,whodonot
support certain political beliefs.28 Nowadays, power, according to
Baudrillard,hastobeconcernednotsomuchwithgettingre-elected,
butwithmore fundamental issues, i.e.winning the faithof theelec-
torateintheverymotiveandpurposeofexercisingpower.
An important factor shaping the significance of themass and its

relationshiptopowerisalsograntingthemassesvariousrights,aimed
atartificially raising theirstatus.themassesare treatedobjectively;
thisistheleveltheyhavebeenreducedtobypoliticiansandthemedia.
thisiswhythemassesarepersuadedtheyhavetherighttovote,that
thereisfreedomofspeech,thatwomen’srights,freedomofexpression
or self-determination function efficiently. However, all of this only
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worksbyartificiallycreatingandgrantingparticularrightstopeople.
One only has to look at the developed european countries or the
UnitedStatesandonegetstheimpressionthatitfunctionsonthebasis
ofamyth.Whyissuchamythbeingperpetuated?Well,inordertocre-
atetheimpressionthatmodernsocietiesaresubjects,thattheydecide
forthemselves.However,thisisautopia,forthemassesarenowbeing
deliberatelyreducedtothelevelofobjectssothattheauthoritiesand
themediacanpursuetheirintereststhroughsimulation.themessage
mustbecreatedinsuchawaythatitisasinformation-filledaspossi-
ble(saturatedwithimages,content,sound).Althoughthemassesare
able to defend themselves, their “resistance consists in a refusal to
makesenseandarefusaltospeak.”29 it istheonlystrugglewiththe
systemofpowerandtheover-informationinthemodernmedia.this
can be called the “strategy of themasses,” seen as the only line of
defenseinthewholesystemofsimulation.themassesactuallytreat-
ed inanobjectivemannerare thusonlyartificiallymadesubjects in
ordertobuilduptheimpressionoftheirdecisiveness,whichispartic-
ularly evident in the process of artificial communication between
powerandvoters.30 Whatcausesthemassestoallowthemselvestobe
reducedtothelevelofanobject?certainly,alargeroleisplayedby
artificiallyconstructedmediainformation,butitisworthnotinganoth-
eraspectthatdelightsthemasses.itisperformance,expressedthrough
spectacularity.Baudrillardconceivesofspectacularityasakindofsin-
gularityanduniqueness.itisaboutthecreationofspectacles,aimedat
arousingthedelightofthemasses.Baudrillardthusreferstothecate-
gory of delectare, familiar from persuasive rhetoric, displaying an
impactonthefeelingsoftheaudience.Ofcourse,thereisalsoagreat
dealofhiddeninformation,artificiallycreated,insuchevents.Atthe
sametime,itisaveryeffectiveimpact.itisenoughtocitetheexam-
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plesoftheorganizationofsportingevents,whichareconstantlypop-
ularwiththemasses.However,theydonotremainaspectacleatthe
sportinglevelalone,butconcealahugeamountofpoliticalormarket-
ingmessages.31 this iswhy politicians in election campaigns try to
createtheirconventionsonthebasisofsportingeventsandtelevision
programsandtelevisionsshows.

Conclusion

Nowadays, it is becoming increasingly obvious that politicians and
votersare involved inacertaingame inwhichvotersaremerelyan
audiencewhilepoliticiansareactorsperformingonastage.Whilecon-
cludingthereflectionsrelatingtoBaudrillard’sconceptionofthecor-
relationofthenewpowerandsocieties,oneneedstoemphasizethatit
is best to compare the way authorities function to a puppet show.
Poweritselfisnolongerreal,andyetitstillinfluencespeoplethrough
thespectacleitplays.Power’smanipulativestrategyofdigitalcreation
andrefinementofinformationonthemselvesandtheiractionshasled
voterstorejectthiscontentbecauseofitsquestionablecredibility.in
Baudrillard’sconception,itisveryimportanttopointouttheexisten-
tialfactorthatgivescredibilitytothefunctioningofsociety.therefore,
the last possibility he indicates for the existence of an independent
societythathasacquiredthecharacteristicsofthemassesisrebellion,
whichisaccomplishedthroughcollectivesilenceandpassivity.
itisworthnotingthatBaudrillard’smodelofarelationshipbetween

powerandsocietyassumingthefunctionofthe“silentmajority”indi-
catedinthepapermayberegardedasafactorofanaccuratediagno-
sisofamajorityofcontemporarypoliticalevents.Donaldtrump’svic-
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tory in presidential elections or the exit of Great Britain from the
europeanUnionmaybeanalyzedwiththeuseofthecategoryofthe
“silentmajority”introducedbyBaudrillard.
Ahidden dreamof socialmasses is such amoment inwhich all

powerwouldfall,andatthesametimeitwouldbepossibletoobserve
themannerinwhichitfallsandwhatconsequencesithasforthosein
power.thevotermostlywantstopointsomethingouttotheauthori-
tiesinsomeway,toreproachthem,tocorrectthemandusuallysecret-
lyexpectsthemtofall.Politicianshavebecomesodetachedfromreal-
ity that themediamessages theycreatenolonger inspire trustanda
senseofsecurityincitizens.32 inthiscontext,thedescribedphenome-
nonofthe“silentmajority”demonstratestheinevitablemovementof
powertowardsitsend(twilight).thelackofanchoringofpowerinthe
realworldhasfar-reachingconsequences.Subordinatedtomediacon-
ditionsandtrappedinthedigitalworld,powerhaslostitsrepresenta-
tiveness and credibility.therefore, its legitimacy is being upset and
thereisnostoppingtheverymostdestructiveprocessofitsderealiza-
tion,takingplaceasanoutcomeofdigitalconditioning.

theconceptionofthe“silentmajority”
againstthebackdropofdigitalaspectsofpoliticaltransformations

SUMMArY
the paper examines Jean Baudrillard’s conception of society as the silent
majority.thusconceivedsocietyhasbeenshapedagainst thebackgroundof
digitalmediatransformations.Payingattentiontotherelationshipbetweencit-
izensperceivingmediamessages,andthemediathemselvesandthepowercre-

32 JeanBaudrillard,The Intelligence of Evil or the Lucidity Pact,trans.christurner
(NewYork:Berg,2005),165–172.
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ating spectacular media messages, became the basis for Jean Baudrillard’s
modeloftherelationshipbetweenpowerandsociety.thisrelationshiptakeson
thefunctionofthesilentmajority.Asocietywiththesecharacteristicsemerged
as a reaction to the simulative nature of power. For Baudrillard, simulation
processes are the starting point of his analysis of the political sphere.
Understandingsocietyasthesilentmajorityintroducesadiagnosisofthefunc-
tioningofthepolitician-voterrelationship.

Keywords: silentmajority,mass, digitalmedia, political power, simulation,
JeanBaudrillard
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