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  [Access article in PDF]  Politics, Racial Solidarity, Exodus! 
  Robert Gooding-Williams 
  Northwestern University 
 
  In this paper I explore the issue of racial solidarity through a detailed engagement with Eddie Glaude's Exodus! (2000; hereafter Ex.), a substantial and timely contribution to the study of African American political thought and practice. Like some of the recent writing of political philosopher Tommie Shelby, Exodus! is a subtle attempt to reconceptualize the possibility of African American political solidarity amidst the remnants of racial domination affecting post-Civil Rights America and in the wake of the demise of plausible appeals to an "essential black subject," an expression that Glaude borrows from Stuart Hall and Cornel West (Shelby 2002, 231-66). As will become apparent, I strongly sympathize with the central thrust of Glaude's argument and, specifically, with his defense of a pragmatist notion of black solidarity. I shall contend, however, that Glaude's approach to racial solidarity is not pragmatic enough, precisely because the myth of the essential black subject still haunts it, its claims to the contrary notwithstanding.
 My essay divides into two parts, the first of which is a reconstruction of Glaude's conceptual "mapping" of African American politics. There, I analyze the key distinctions animating Glaude's defense of a pragmatist, or "common problems," notion of black racial solidarity. In the second part, I explore some of the implications of Glaude's views for an engagement with the political thought of the early W. E. B. DuBois, echoes of which may still be heard in contemporary discussions of race in America, and for a reconsideration of Frederick Douglass's contributions to African American political philosophy. In particular, I maintain that Douglass's second autobiography presents a picture of black racial solidarity that, while race conscious, avoids Glaude's residual essentialism.
  Part 1: Glaude's Conceptual Map 
 Glaude's conceptual mapping of African American politics involves four distinctions. The first is the distinction between a pragmatist notion of racial solidarity and a cultural nationalist, or "organic," notion of the same; the second is [End Page 118] between political and cultural conceptions of the black nation; the third is a distinction between two different inflections of the politics of respectability—on one hand, "the privatization of discrimination," on the other hand, "immanent conversation";the fourth and final distinction is between an insurrectionary politics and what Glaude calls a "soul craft politics."
  Cultural Nationalism or Pragmatism? 
 I begin with the distinction between cultural nationalist and pragmatist ideas of racial solidarity. According to Glaude, the cultural nationalist holds "that there is a specific form of life that binds black people to one another in the United States and throughout the world" (Ex., 12). While some cultural nationalists tend to take the position that this form of life manifests a biologically inherited racial essence, others insist simply that it is "deep-rooted, if not biologically grounded" (Ex., 13). For the cultural nationalist, the form of life that unites all black people is an expressive totality (a phrase Althusser made famous with his criticism of Hegel), a many-faceted culture (defined by common memories, beliefs, forms of art and religion, and so forth) that expresses in each of its facets the same underlying organic, racial specificity. On this view, which is a racialized version of political expressivism,1 black political solidarity stems from black peoples' embeddedness in the culture they share in common (Ex., 12-13). Mutatis mutandis, one can easily imagine similarly expressivist forms of chauvinistic, ethnic nationalism, where the idea of an organic, ethnic specificity serves the same political theoretical function as that of an organic, racial specificity.
 The pragmatist notion of racial solidarity eschews the cultural nationalist belief that there is something deep-rooted and organic that binds black people together. For the pragmatist, black political solidarity is a function of the common problems faced by similarly situated African Americans. Endorsing the pragmatist view, Glaude argues that "it is the common problem that necessitates conjoint action, actions that may vary, given the different conceptions of the good that animate...
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve
	Buy Digital
							Article for $19.00 (USD)
	Buy Complete Digital Issue for $25.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1527-9383
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0891-625X
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 118-128
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2004-04-20
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	