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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  102 HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY physicians for his thoroughly empirical approach. In all these respects he is the foremost eontinuator of the work of Frederick J. E. Woodbridge, to the point where, as he said in his Woodbridge Lectures at Columbia in 1939, it is sometimes difficult to draw a dividing line between the two thinkers. What he values most in Wo0dbridge, along with many other of that master's disciples, is his "clear discernment of nature and its ways" and his "sensitive manner of viewing the varied forms of human life and experience . . . within the pattern of natural events." Both Woodbridge and Lamprecht share a common admiration for Aristotle, as well as for Spinoza, Locke, and Santayana. The book acquires unity from its author's intense preoccupation with the task of arriving at sound and workable definitions of metaphysics, experience, nature, and history. Professor Lamprecht has thrown new light on all these concepts without resorting to the coining of new ones. Metaphysics he regards as a science---the technical study of the generic traits of existence. Like Woodbridge, he protests against the modern empiricisms which are "absorbed in method and general scepticism about knowledge" and lacking in respect for subject-matter. His own empiricism is "implicitly a theory of nature even more than it is a methodology." Concerning nature, he is "a Heraclitean" who nevertheless perceives constant factors in the universal flu~ He maintains, as he says, two unpopular positions in regard to nature, developing a "common sense theory of causality" and a supplementary view of contingency , asserting that the two are "mutually consistent." His approach to "the whole of nature" is catholic and avoids all single-aspect reductionisms. Only by accepting his place in nature can man achieve the superstructure of a sound and sane moral life. Since spirit is also a part of nature, emancipated religion and naturalism are compatible. The book's epilogue is capped by an eloquent plea for the cultivation of two virtues: piety in Santayana's sense of "a devout attachment to the sources of our being," and courage to accept life and its vicissitudes as high adventure. In Lamprecht's philosophy, the road to sanity is paved with respect for discovered structure in the manner of the best of the Greeks. His philosophy of history is of a piece with his theory of nature. History is not "one vast drama" as the varied myth-makers contend, but rather pluralistic, as Woodbridge argued. When the infinite variety of events is analyzed, he finds that "all axe caused and all are contingent." Thus the world is part necessity and part open possibility. There is, as William James put it, "play in the joints" of the universe. History "is not the flowering forth of the internal dialectic of the past .... We are not inevitably headed towards glory or ruin or any other predestined fate. What will come will be in large part a function of our courage and our understanding." Those who find such conclusions the acme of sanity will wonder, perhaps, why they fall short of universal acceptance? One must look for the answer, not in what Lamprecht says, but in what he omits. His philosophy, like Woodbridge's and Dewey's, renounces the extravagant speculations of non-realistic thinkers. As so often in the histo.ry of philosophy, it comes down to a question of demands: what do you expect the human mind to accomplish by philosophizing? Lamprecht does not ask for the moon in philosophy. Instead he goes lucidly and temperately about the business of a cautious metaphysics. His writing is not harsh polemics but the theory of man in nature composed by a good-natured man. HAROLD A. LARRABFm Austin, Texas L'Ath3isme. By Henri Arvon. "Que sais-je?" No. 1291. (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1967. F 0.55) In this volume Henri Arvon, who has a number of thought-provoking books to his credit, investigates the peculiar phenomenon of atheism in its relation to philosophy and religion in the Western world. In the introduction he clarifies the ambiguity of what is meant by atheism and shows that it is shared both by those who have become doubtful about the meaningfulness... 
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