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				Abstract
				
	  Gross’s monograph is committed to specifying the “causal mechanisms” at work in the shaping of thought-processes and careers. Rather than situate thinkers within the wider socio-historical constellations of their time and place, this “new sociology of ideas” focuses on the micro-settings of intellectual life, such as universities, academic departments, and scholarly networks. This sectorial approach cannot yield the explanatory accounts promised, since it fails to encompass the full range of possible existential determinants in ideational production. Notable developments in Rorty’s career are examined to test the cogency of Gross’s explanatory claim that the philosopher’s intellectual choices were decisively shaped by the mechanisms of careerist strategizing and fidelity to his intellectual self-concept. Exemplary studies by Mannheim, Goldmann, and Bourdieu are reviewed for purposes of affirming the integrative logic of interpretation on offer in the traditional sociology of knowledge.
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