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                By a curious twist of fate (which we might call ‘Hume’s revenge’), while early modern secularists had to defend themselves against Christian accusations of immorality, contemporary Christians have to defend themselves against secular accusations of epistemic irrationality. This fact has spawned the epistemologically serious religious apologetic, a genre that Robert Audi’s new book shares with William Alston’s Perceiving God: The Epistemology of Religious Experience (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1993) and Alvin Plantinga’s Warranted Christian Belief (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000). The aim for this type of work is to show that religion — in their case, Christianity in particular — meets the standards of ‘mainstream’ (i.e. non-religious) epistemology. In his broad and intriguing book, Audi first summarizes his previously published views about theoretical and practical rationality (Pt. 1), describes the elements of and rational support for ‘religious commitments’ (Pt. 2), discusses the relationship between religion and morality (Pt. 3), and responds to the problem of evil and naturalistic challenges to theism (Pt. 4). Audi aims to defend the epistemological credentials of religion (he focuses on Christianity, Judaism, and Islam), but his project is distinguished from the project of defending religious belief as epistemically justified, in three ways.
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