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Abstract

In this paper, I will argue against certain criticisms of Kripke’s Wittgenstein’s
sceptical argument and sceptical solution, made especially by Baker and Hacker,
McGinn, and McDowell. I will show that their interpretation of Kripke’s
Wittgenstein’s view is misplaced. According to Kripke’s Wittgenstein’s sceptical
argument, there is no fact as to what someone means by her words. For Kripke,
this conclusion, combined with Classical Realist view of meaning, leads to the

Wittgensteinian paradox, according to which there is no such thing as meaning



anything by any word. Wittgenstein presents this paradox in paragraph 201 of the
Philosophical Investigations. As Kripke reads Wittgenstein, Wittgenstein is in
agreement with his sceptic on the sceptical conclusion of the sceptical argument,
that is, that there is no fact about meaning, and builds his sceptical solution on an
endorsement of that. McDowell, McGinn, and others have objected that Kripke
has failed to properly understand Wittgenstein’s main remarks in 201, that is, that
the paradox is the result of a misunderstanding of the ordinary notion of meaning.
Wittgenstein does not accept such a sceptical conclusion. I will use the distinction
George Wilson draws between two different conclusions of the sceptical
argument and show that Kripke has respected all of the remarks that Wittgenstein

has put in section 201.

Keywords: Kripke, Wittgenstein, Kripkenestein, McDowell, Wilson, Classical

Realism.
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