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Preface

This book was conceived during the 2016 annual conference of the 
 Australasian Society for Continental Philosophy at Deakin University. 
Having independently researched Heidegger’s interpretation of time for a 
number of years, both of us continued to be drawn to the same unresolved 
issue: Heidegger is known as a philosopher of time, and yet, there is con-
siderable disagreement as to what his philosophy of time actually is. 
 Converging over pints on Toorak Road with a copy of The Metaphysical 
Foundations of Logic, we wondered whether Heidegger’s alternative his-
tory of time, with its definitive list of thinkers and texts, might provide 
insight into how his own disjointed and fragmented conception of time 
should be understood. Notes jotted down on the back of the conference 
programme became the outline for the course titled “Heidegger’s Alterna-
tive History of Time” given at the Melbourne School for Continental Phi-
losophy Summer School in 2019, which was then developed and extended 
considerably to produce this book. The scope of this book is immense and 
the task proportionately demanding; yet the unexpected connections and 
associations we have discovered along the way have and continue to be 
immeasurably rewarding. Leading straight into the abyssal negativity that 
is for Heidegger inherent to the question of the Time of Being, the conclu-
sion is not definitive; and yet, this process has confirmed for us unequivo-
cally that a compelling and coherent existential-ontological philosophy of 
time can indeed be found in Heidegger’s work.
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Heidegger is known as a philosopher of time, as a philosopher for whom 
time is an issue. Nonetheless, it is often taken to be difficult or even impos-
sible to glean from his works anything like a coherent philosophy of time. 
There is a puzzling tension here: on the one hand, time is one of the few 
true constants in his oeuvre, one theme that continued to be of central 
importance throughout minor and major shifts in his thought. Moreover, 
Heidegger was interested in the kind of fundamental questions that tend to 
both drive and necessitate systematic investigations: what is time? How do 
we experience time? How do the temporal structures of our everyday expe-
riences relate to the sense in which time transcends our individual lives, to 
Time with a capital “T”? Why do we measure time the way we do? How 
does our existence unfold in, or even as, time? On the other hand, however, 
the way that Heidegger presents his conception of time – his attempts to 
answer these and other questions – is disjointed and incomplete, scattered 
across multiple works, with key developments often explained briefly, 
found in odd contexts or even relegated to footnotes. All this makes it dif-
ficult to grasp in all its depth and complexity. We want to suggest that it is 
possible to take these fragments together as a whole and reconstruct a 
singular and incisive philosophy of time, one that does have consistent 
structures underneath all the many moving parts. At the most basic level, 
Heidegger’s philosophy of time is composed of two related components. 
Firstly, it undertakes a destructive critique of the history of the philosophy 
of time. Secondly, Heidegger attempts to retrieve what he defines as a more 
originary, “existential-ontological” understanding of time, which he devel-
ops as an original four-dimensional model of temporality.

From the outset, Heidegger argues that any philosophical interpretation of 
time must emerge out of a critical dialogue with the tradition. The philosophy 
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2 Introduction

of time must always also be a history of the philosophy of time. As he writes 
in the Zollikon Seminars:

What is time? This has been asked for two-and-a-half thousand years 
and still there is no adequate answer. It is important for contemporary 
thought to recall tradition and not to fall prey to the notion that one can 
begin without history. It is unfortunate that the immediate experience 
of history is disappearing. Only in dialogue with tradition can questions 
be clarified and arbitrariness stopped.1

According to Heidegger, this disconnection from history is particularly 
pronounced in the natural scientific approach to time, which informs much 
of the contemporary analytic philosophy of time. The natural scientific 
approach is informed by the perfectionist trajectory of scientific discovery. 
That is, by building and improving upon the radical breakthroughs in 
physics and pure mathematics made by thinkers like Newton (absolute 
time and absolute space in Newtonian mechanics) and Einstein (spacetime 
in special relativity and curved spacetime in general relativity), the scien-
tific approach presupposes that it is moving closer and closer to “know-
ing” the essence of time.

Heidegger’s approach differs from this in several important ways. Firstly, 
he focusses on the way in which time has been understood throughout the 
history of Western metaphysics, rather than within physics or mathemat-
ics. He maps out this lineage perhaps most clearly in The Metaphysical 
Foundations of Logic, where he singles out seven figures he takes to have 
made the most significant contributions to the understanding of time in 
Western metaphysics:

The classical texts on the problem of time are the following: Aristotle’s 
Physics, Books 10–14; Plotinus’ Enneades III,7; Augustine’s Confes-
sions, Book XI; Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason, the Transcendental 
Aesthetic, Transcendental Deduction, and the chapter on Schematism, 
the Analytic of Principles, the Doctrine of Antinomies; Hegel’s Ency-
clopedie der philosophischen Wissenschaften (a prior stage in the 
‘Jena Logic’) and Phänomenologie des Geistes; Bergson, all his writ-
ings;  Husserl, in Ideen zu einer reinen Phänomenologie und phänom-
enologischen Philosophie, Book One, only brief comments … and 
now  Husserl‘s own Vorlesungen zur Phänomenologie des inneren 
Zeitbewusstseins … (The investigations into time by Aristotle and 
Augustine are the important ones, and they are decisive for subse-
quent periods. More unawares than with clear intent, Kant later 
pushed the problem furthest into the dimension of the truly philo-
sophical problematic).2
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In order to understand time – to even start asking the right questions – we 
need, Heidegger claims, to enter into a dialogue with Aristotle, Plotinus, 
Augustine, Kant, Hegel, Bergson, and Husserl (with Aristotle, Augustine, 
and Kant being of particular significance).

Secondly, rather than simply “building upon” the interpretations of time 
given by these thinkers in order to get closer and closer to knowledge of the 
essence of time, Heidegger’s method is one of “destructive retrieval.” That 
is, for Heidegger, time itself has been increasingly forgotten throughout 
this history of Western metaphysics, concealed and covered over. It is only 
through the radical critique of the history of the philosophy time that a 
more originary, existential-ontological understanding becomes possible, 
recoverable, retrievable.

The distinctive aim of this book is to reconstruct both Heidegger’s 
destructive critique of the history of the philosophy of time as represented 
by Aristotle, Plotinus, Augustine, Kant, Hegel, Bergson, and Husserl, and 
his retrieval of a more originary, existential-ontological understanding of 
time, as developed in his original four-dimensional model of temporality. 
That is, we aim to give a careful, critical interpretation of Heidegger’s phi-
losophy of time as a whole. In so doing, this book represents a departure 
from the existing literature in several key ways. Firstly, the disjointedness 
of Heidegger’s thinking on time has meant that interpreters have tended to 
focus upon particular fragments of Heidegger’s thinking on time (predomi-
nantly the three-dimensional time of Dasein), whilst either dismissing or 
entirely disregarding other aspects (such as the one-dimensional Time of 
Being,3 or Heidegger’s historical critique).4 As such, there have been very 
few attempts to give an account of Heidegger’s conception of time as a 
whole. Secondly, and relatedly, the disjunctures between the different frag-
ments of Heidegger’s conception of time have been interpreted as discon-
firming its unity and coherence, to the extent that the very possibility of 
interpreting Heidegger’s thematisation of time as a unified four-dimen-
sional totality is largely unsupported. Focusing almost entirely on Hei-
degger’s early iterations of the three-fold temporality of Dasein, the promi-
nent interpretations of Heidegger’s thematisation of time argue that his 
early, unfinished attempts to think the Temporality of Being from within 
the “transcendental” framework of the existential analytic of Dasein fal-
tered in Being and Time, and failed by the end of the 1920s. This failure is 
taken to precipitate a radical turn in Heidegger’s path of thinking, wherein 
he abandons his early attempts to think the Temporality of Being through 
Dasein’s transcendental understanding and moves, in his later works, to 
think time as it is in itself. One particularly influential proponent of this 
critique is William Blattner, who argues in Heidegger’s Temporal Idealism 
that Heidegger’s early conception of the three-dimensional temporality of 
Dasein in relation to the Temporality of Being relies upon a form of 
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ontological idealism. Yet, by failing to explain how this originary tempo-
rality relates to our everyday experience of world-time and ordinary time, 
Blattner concludes that “we have no reason to accept the thesis that origi-
nary temporality is a form of time.”5 By calling into question whether the 
Temporality of Being is in fact a form of time, it becomes possible to then 
also dismiss Heidegger’s later iterations of the Time of Being, such as time-
space, time-play-space, time as it is in itself, or the truth of Beyng, as 
obscure abstractions, discontinuous with and disconnected from any form 
of perceptible temporal experience.

Blattner’s critique is indicative of a prevailing tendency in the literature 
to view the “failure” of Heidegger’s early attempts to think the Temporal-
ity of Being as undermining any possibility of finding a coherent philoso-
phy of time in his work. We argue, by contrast, that if it is to be understood 
in all its depth and complexity, then Heidegger’s philosophy of time can 
and should be read as a fractured whole. As Heidegger emphasises, “it is 
not only difficult to find the answer to the question of time, but it is even 
more difficult to explicate the question of time.”6 In this way, our view is 
that the differences between Heidegger’s various iterations of time should 
not be seen to undermine its overall sense, but rather as confirmation of the 
fact that “[w]e do not have the slightest intimation of the abysses of the 
essence of time.”7 Given that the question of time is fraught with obscurity, 
and any investigation necessarily “leads straight into the dark, without our 
having a light that could illuminate the path before us,”8 it is fitting that 
Heidegger’s philosophy of time should be marked by rupture and disconti-
nuity. That is to say, the hesitation and fragility of Heidegger’s thinking on 
time is consistent with the negativity, absence, and withdrawal that is 
inherent to the abyssal essence of time itself, the fundamental concern 
which endures throughout the entirety of his path of thinking.

The structure of this book

The remainder of this Introduction will provide a broad orientation to 
Heidegger’s critique of what he calls the ordinary conception of time, that 
is the way in which time has been understood throughout the history of 
Western metaphysics. The following seven chapters (the majority of the 
book) are divided into three sections that serve to locate each figure within 
their historical context, exploring in detail the philosophies of time given 
by Aristotle, Plotinus, Augustine, Kant, Hegel, Bergson, and Husserl. In 
each chapter, we will engage the original texts of these thinkers and give an 
exposition of their interpretations of time. We will then introduce Hei-
degger’s critique of each interpretation and explain how it is that, to his 
mind, each of these thinkers conforms to an ordinary conception of time in 
which originary time has been forgotten.
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The first section will focus on the three ancients. After setting the scene 
by drawing out how the ancient Greek and early Christian conceptions of 
time were shaped by Anaximander, the Pythagoreans, Heraclitus, Par-
menides, Plato, and Saint Paul, it will then delve into the work of the 
thinker Heidegger ultimately credited with inaugurating the ordinary con-
ception of time: Aristotle. After grappling with Aristotle’s famous defini-
tion of time as “a number belonging to change with respect to the before 
and after,”9 we will see why Heidegger would come to view the Physics as 
“the fundamental book of what is later called metaphysics,” one that still 
“determines the warp and woof of the whole of Western thinking.”10 
Chapter 2 will turn to the enigmatic Plotinus, exploring what the account 
of eternity he presents in III:7 of the Enneads tells us about the reduction 
of Being and time to presence. Chapter 3 concludes this section by explor-
ing the account of time presented by Augustine in Book XI of the Confes-
sions. After considering Augustine’s distinction between the infinitude of 
God and the finitude of human beings, this chapter will follow Augustine’s 
conviction that, if time is immeasurable as he claims, then it must be a 
product of the human mind and thus an interior, subjective phenomenon. 
It is this contention that will then inform the basis of Heidegger’s critique. 
As a whole, this section will help set up our contention that, whilst Hei-
degger turns to the ancient Greeks in his attempts at grasping the Time of 
Being, it is his engagement with the early Christians that informs his 
attempts at articulating the temporality of Dasein.

The second section begins by briefly sketching out how figures like Des-
cartes, Newton, and Leibniz shaped the Western understanding of time in 
early modernity and modernity, before honing in on the figures that loom 
large over this period and Heidegger’s own thought: Kant and Hegel. 
Chapter 4 will briefly set out the familiar ground of how Kant conceptual-
ises time in the First Critique, before moving to examine the radical  reading 
that sees Heidegger locate unthought possibilities of ecstatic temporality at 
the very heart of Kant’s model. Chapter 5 will turn to Hegel and the 
accounts of time he gives in the Encyclopedia of the Philosophical Sciences 
Part II: Philosophy of Nature §257–61 and the Phenomenology of Spirit. 
After unpacking Hegel’s notoriously difficult definition of time as “the 
negation of the negation” in the Philosophy of Nature, this chapter turns 
to the different yet related definition of time he gives in the Phenomenology 
of Spirit, namely as the external limit of Spirit as it unfolds towards self-
consciousness. The shortcomings of Heidegger’s critique of Hegel on time 
are given particular attention here.

The final section brings this alternative history of time to late modernity. 
The preamble reflects on the influence that key developments in philoso-
phy, psychology, and physics had upon the early twentieth-century atti-
tudes to time; in particular, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, James, Brentano, and 
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Einstein. The first two chapters will then explore the work of Heidegger’s 
intellectual predecessors and historical contemporaries. Chapter 6 engages 
with Bergson’s incandescent and underappreciated account of time, focus-
ing on the way that Bergson’s critique of the spatialisation of time both 
complements and counters Heidegger’s own conceptualisations of both 
temporality and the history of the philosophy of time. Chapter 7 concludes 
our tour of the ordinary conception of time by re-examining Husserl’s 
influential account of time-consciousness, drawing out how it both under-
mined and yet also ultimately contributed to the levelling down of tempo-
rality that Heidegger would come to lament. Having engaged Heidegger’s 
critique of the history of philosophical understandings of time, the final 
chapter will then give an account of Heidegger’s attempt at retrieving a 
more originary, existential-ontological understanding of time, as devel-
oped in his original four-dimensional model of temporality. Though it is 
fragmented and unfinished, we aim to demonstrate that, taken as a whole, 
Heidegger’s philosophy of time is original and compelling, particularly for 
the way in which he integrates the different axes of Western thinking on 
time. Composed of the three-dimensional temporality of Dasein and the 
one-dimensional Time of Being, which together turn upon an abyssal 
moment of appropriation, time for Heidegger is the truth of Being through 
which Being and nothing, presencing and absencing, unconcealment and 
concealment come to unfold.

As we work through Heidegger’s alternative history of time up to his 
own destructive retrieval of originary time, an infinite number of points of 
confluence and dissonance between the various thinkers will arise. Many 
will be made explicit whilst others will remain implicit, or even hidden. 
Yet, we have intentionally structured the book in such a way that the 
reader might be prompted to investigate further points of connection or 
disconnection between these thinkers, both with and against the internal 
logic of Heidegger’s alternative history, and thereby weave their own lines 
of thought throughout. By way of departure in our investigation of the 
question of time, we will begin where Heidegger himself begins: with an 
account of the common, everyday experience of time which he describes as 
world-time.

The common, everyday experience of time as world-time

World-time captures the idea that in our everyday lived experience of being 
immersed in the world, we are familiar with time; “[t]ime concerns us.”11 
Heidegger gives comparable accounts of this common, everyday experi-
ence of world-time in Being and Time, the Basic Problems of Phenomenol-
ogy and the Zollikon Seminars. In these texts, he argues that world- 
time has four fundamental characteristics, namely: significance, datability, 
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spannedness, and publicness. Firstly, we experience world-time as signifi-
cant. For Heidegger, the expressions “I have time” or “I do not have time” 
demonstrate the fact that “time is always already understood as ‘time for 
something.’” That is, we have time in order to. As Heidegger writes:

In ascertaining the time, I am trying to find out how much time there is 
till this or that point so that I may see that I have enough time, so much 
time, in order to finish the subject. I make an inquiry of the clock with 
the aim of determining how much time I still have to do this or that. The 
time I am trying to determine is always ‘time to,’ time in order to do this 
or that….12

In this way, when we talk about “tomorrow,” there is always a reference 
to some happening, a pointing towards something, whether it be attending 
tomorrow’s lecture, dropping in to pick up a parcel at the post office, or 
meeting a friend for coffee. The fact that time is always for something 
means that time has the characteristic of significance.13

Secondly, we experience world-time as datable. First and foremost, we 
encounter time in the present “now” which, in its immediacy, has a certain 
priority. Yet we also expect a forthcoming now, which will be “then” and 
retain a now that was “on that former occasion.” These three moments, 
which we understand according to the present, the future, and the past, 
“have a seemingly obvious relational structure which we call ‘databil-
ity.’”14 According to Heidegger:

The date itself does not need to be calendrical in the narrower sense. 
The calendar date is only one particular mode of everyday dating … [t]
he dating can be calendrically indeterminate but it is nevertheless deter-
mined by a particular historical happening or some other event. No 
matter how broad, certain, and unequivocal the dating may be of a 
‘now when,’ an ‘at-the-time-when,’ and a ‘then when,’ the structural 
moment of datability belongs to the essential constitution of the now, 
at-the-time, and then.15

In the context of the Napoleonic Wars, for example, datability does not 
have to be defined according to the year 1805 but can be expressed as “the 
time when the French were in Germany.”16 What is critical is the relational 
structure between the present, past, and future.

Thirdly, we experience world-time as spanned. Within the relational 
structure of datability, there is something that endures between the now 
(present) and then (future), which can be expressed as “during this,” for 
example, during “this evening when we talk with each other,” or “during 
this winter.”17 This during is the passing or flowing of time which unfolds 
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within a time “span,” and thus, as well as datability, time has the character 
of spannedness or extendedness.18

Time is intrinsically spanned and stretched. Every now, then, and at-the-
time not only has, each, a date but is spanned and stretched within 
itself: ‘now, during the lecture,’ ‘now, during the recess.’ No now and no 
time-moment can be punctualized. Every time-moment is spanned 
intrinsically, the span’s breadth being variable. It varies, among other 
things, with what in each case dates the now.19

In this way, the now is irreducible to a particular time-moment. It is rather 
extended depending upon the relations of datability and the significance in 
which it is grounded.

Fourthly, we experience world-time as having the character of worldli-
ness or publicness. The “now” is not subjective or objective but is rather 
“immediately received-perceived by everyone present.” It is accessible to 
all.20 In Heidegger’s words:

The expressed now is intelligible to everyone in our being with one 
another. Although each one of us utters it his [or her] own now, it is 
nevertheless the now for everyone. The accessibility of the now for 
everyone…characterises time as public. The now is accessible to every-
one and thus belongs to no one. On account of this character of time a 
peculiar objectivity is assigned to it. The now belongs neither to me nor 
to anyone else, but it is somehow there. There is time, time is given, it is 
extant, without our being able to say how and where it is.21

For Heidegger, the common, everyday experience of world-time can thus 
be defined according to the characteristics of significance, datability, 
spannedness, and publicness. This is the time that is familiar to us in our 
everyday immersion in the world. Crucially, Heidegger suggests that 
world-time is only possible because it is grounded in an originary, existen-
tial-ontological understanding of time. Yet, rather than grasp this originary 
time that makes our everyday encounter with world-time possible, Western 
philosophy has levelled down world-time into the ordinary conception of 
time, such that originary time has been forgotten, concealed, and covered 
over. In this levelling down of world-time to ordinary time, Western phi-
losophy has reduced the characteristics of significance, datability, spanned-
ness, and publicness to a sequence of “nows” in which the present now is 
privileged.

In what follows, we will give a brief overview of the ordinary conception 
of time which, for Heidegger, is definitive of the way in which time has 
been reductively construed throughout the history of Western philosophy. 
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According to Heidegger, the seven thinkers that we will examine over the 
course of this book all conform to and perpetuate the ordinary conception 
of time in different ways and to varying extents. In this way, the following 
will provide a useful introduction to the more in-depth analyses to come.

The ordinary conception of time

According to Heidegger, “ordinary” or “vulgar” time originates with Aris-
totle’s definition of time as “something counted which shows itself in and 
for regard to the before and after in motion or, in short, something counted 
in connection with motion as encountered in the horizon of earlier and 
later.”22 Grounded in this Aristotelian idea of chronological time, ordinary 
time is understood as an uninterrupted sequence of “nows,” “which are 
constantly ‘present-at-hand,’ simultaneously passing away and coming 
along.” That is, “time is understood as a succession, as a ‘flowing stream’ 
of ‘nows [der Jetzt].’”23 Encountered within the horizon of the earlier and 
later, this sequence of nows stretches, endlessly, in an irreversible linear 
direction towards infinity. In conceptualising time as a sequence of nows 
that are “constantly ‘present-at-hand,’” ordinary time characterises time 
“with regard to a definite moment of time – the present.”24 Ordinary time 
is constituted, that is, by the prevailing now which “presences” in the 
“present” moment. In so privileging the ecstasis of the “present” (now…
now…now and so on) however, time is construed as a one-dimensional 
phenomenon.25 As Heidegger emphasises, “[i]n physics, this one-dimen-
sionality is posited as the fourth dimension to the three dimensions of 
space as … that is, as a line whose direction is counted. All ‘nows’ are one 
after another.”26

One consequence of the ordinary understanding of time as a sequence of 
present nows is that time has been misconstrued as an objective phenom-
enon, which conforms to the homogeneity and uniformity of nature. Con-
ceptualised as such, the sequence of nows is considered to be measurable 
and calculable by instruments like a watch or chronometer, which organise 
these nows into seconds, minutes, hours, and so on.27 Ordinary time thus 
becomes concerned with the question of “how much time” there is, whilst 
the question of what time primordially is, the givenness of time, is 
obscured.28 The measurability and the calculability of time is afforded par-
ticular significance in the natural scientific understanding of time. As Hei-
degger writes: the “basic characteristic of nature represented by the natural 
sciences is conformity to law” and “[c]alculability is a consequence of this 
conformity to law.” What this means, however, is that “[o]f all that is, only 
that which is measurable and quantifiable is taken into account.”29

According to Heidegger, the reduction of time to that which is measurable 
and quantifiable was projected by Galileo and Newton and consolidated by 
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Einstein. As a consequence, the question of time itself became utterly 
obscured in the natural sciences. He writes:

The theory of relativity in physics does not deal with what time is but 
deals only with how time, in the sense of a now-sequence, can be 
m easured. [It asks] whether there is an absolute measurement of time, or 
whether all measurement is necessarily relative, that is, conditioned.30

Concerned only with the question of quantifiability and measurability, the 
natural scientific approach to time is for Heidegger a derivative form of the 
ordinary understanding of time. He continues:

The question of the theory of relativity could not be discussed at all 
unless the supposition of time as the succession of nows were presup-
posed beforehand. If the doctrine of time, held since Aristotle, were to 
become untenable, then the very possibility of physics would be ruled 
out. [The fact that] physics, with its horizon of measuring time, deals 
not only with irreversible events, but also with reversible ones and that 
the direction of time is reversible attests specifically to the fact that in 
physics time is nothing else than the succession of a sequence of nows.31

This leads Heidegger to the unequivocal (though not uncontroversial) con-
clusion that the question of “time as such is exclusively the theme of phi-
losophy. Nothing can be said about time itself by natural science.”32

The derivative natural scientific conception of time exemplifies one con-
sequence of ordinary time, namely, that time is misconstrued as an objec-
tive phenomenon. An alternative consequence of conceptualising time as a 
sequence of present nows is that time has also been misconstrued as a 
subjective phenomenon, as something confined to the interior soul or 
spirit:

The assignment of time to the soul, which occurs in Aristotle and then in 
a much more emphatic sense in Augustine, so as always thereafter to 
make itself conspicuous over and over again in the discussion of the tra-
ditional concept of time, led to the problem how far time is objective and 
how far subjective. We have seen that the question not only cannot be 
decided but cannot even be put in that way, since both these concepts 
‘object’ and subject’ are questionable. We shall see why it can be said 
neither that time is something objective in the sense that it belongs among 
objects nor that it is something subjective, existent in the subject.33

That is, ordinary time also risks reducing time to the subject, such that, 
were it not for the human mind, time would not exist.
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The most significant consequence, of the reduction of time to a sequence 
of present nows, however, is that Being is reduced to the presencing of 
beings in the present moment. According to Heidegger, as soon as Western 
philosophy reduced originary time to a sequence of prevailing nows, “it 
became clear that the traditional concept of time was in no respect ade-
quate even for correctly posing the question concerning the time-character 
of Presence, to say nothing of answering it.”34 The implication here is that, 
in its obscuration of originary time, Western philosophy has, from the out-
set, obscured the possibility of asking, let alone answering, the question of 
Being. For Heidegger, this is “sufficient to introduce a relentless disquiet 
into thinking,”35 because it means that:

Both Being and time remained hidden in their innermost relation and 
so remained also in subsequent philosophy. This ‘and’ is the actual 
crux of the problem. The leading question – what are beings? – must 
itself be transformed into the fundamental question, i.e. the question 
which inquires into the ‘and’ of Being and time and thus into the 
ground of both. This fundamental question is: what is the essence of 
time, such that it grounds Being, and such that the question of Being as 
the leading question of metaphysics can and must be unfolded within 
this horizon?36

The forgetting of the question of time is thus integral to the forgetting of 
the question of Being. That which is at stake in Heidegger’s destructive 
retrieval of originary time, therefore, is nothing less than the unconceal-
ment of Being itself, the enduring focus of Heidegger’s philosophical 
project.

To summarise: according to Heidegger, we have a common, everyday 
experience of time. We are familiar with time; time concerns us. Heidegger 
defines this as world-time, which has the characteristics of significance, 
datability, spannedness, and publicness. This is how we experience time in 
our everyday immersion in the world. So how do we understand world-
time philosophically? How do we philosophise about this time with which 
we are familiar in a common everyday sense? According to Heidegger, 
world-time is made possible by an originary, existential-ontological under-
standing of time. However, throughout the history of Western metaphys-
ics, originary time has been distorted, concealed, and covered over, and 
reduced to an ordinary conception of time as a sequence of present nows. 
Defined by the ordinary conception of time, the originary understanding of 
time itself has been forgotten.

This reduction of originary time to ordinary time throughout the history 
of metaphysics has, Heidegger claims, been consolidated in the work of 
seven key thinkers: Aristotle, Plotinus, Augustine, Kant, Hegel, Bergson, 
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and Husserl. We will work through Heidegger’s destructive critique of this 
history through the main sections of this book, using the account of ordi-
nary time set out earlier as a framework for tracing out the structures of 
ordinary time within their works. It is important to note that some of these 
thinkers, in particular Bergson and Husserl, were themselves also funda-
mentally critical of the idea of time as a sequence of nows and engaged in 
their own attempts to displace or overcome it. This highlights that each of 
the seven figures relates to the ordinary conception of time in significantly 
different ways. It also both problematises and enriches Heidegger’s own 
critique. While he will argue that none of these figures was ultimately 
 successful in resisting ordinary time, the ways in which they resist straight-
forward subsumption into the trajectory that Heidegger sets out in his 
alternative history of time show that there are further unthought possibili-
ties for retrieval alongside destruction. That which really sets Heidegger’s 
conception of time apart, however – and what we will ultimately argue 
gives his view a compelling core – is his original existential-ontological 
interpretation of time as four-dimensional, composed of the three dimen-
sions of Dasein’s existential temporality and the one dimension of the Time 
of Being, which together turn upon a moment of appropriation. As we will 
see in the last chapter, Heidegger’s philosophy of time attempts to radically 
disrupt the consequences of ordinary time by conceptualising it as neither 
an objective nor a subjective phenomenon, but as the abyssal ground 
through which the presencing and absencing, concealment and unconceal-
ment, of Being as such might unfold.
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