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Spielmans and Parry describe the unethical practice of
ghostwriting and suggest that my company (Dianthus
Medical Limited) is involved in it (Spielmans and
Parry 2010). We are not. We provide professional
medical writing services to high ethical standards,
which is not at all the same thing as ghostwriting. It is
unfortunate that Spielmans and Parry wrote about the
activities of my company without taking the trouble to
check their facts by contacting me first; had they done
so, I could have explained to them the difference.
For some years now I have been an outspoken critic of
ghostwriting (Jacobs 2004; Jacobs and Wager 2005;
Adamson et al. 2008; Gatzsche et al. 2009), and have
been at the forefront of efforts by the European Medical
Writers Association to raise ethical standards among
professional medical writers. I find the suggestion that my
company acts in an unethical manner deeply offensive.

A. Jacobs (D<)

Dianthus Medical Limited,
London, UK

e-mail: ajacobs@dianthus.co.uk
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