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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Parmenides' "TheWay of Truth" BARRINGTON JONES RECENT YEARSHAVEPRODUCEDa number of distinct interpretations of Parmenides' philosophical poem. Of these, one of the most interesting is that of Montgomery Furth's "Elements of Eleatic Ontology,''t and I shall use his treatment of the poem as the basis for the development of a different interpretation, an interpretation which, hopefully, can preserve the explanatory power of Furth's exposition while avoiding certain of its difficulties. Furth suggests that, at the start of his argument, Parmenides is concerned to show the meaninglessness of negative "is" statements, whether "is" be taken in an existential or a predicative sense. One cannot say "Unicorns do not exist" meaningfully; for, in order for the word "unicorns" to be meaningful, there must be unicorns for the word to refer to. Therefore, negative existential statements are self-defeating, because they purport to deny a necessary condition of their own meaningfulness. Parallel considerations apply to the predicative sense of "is". If "John is tall" is meaningful only if John is tall, or the fact of John's being tall exists, or the like, then the statement "John is not tall" would be meaningful only if, for instance, the fact of John's being tall did not exist, but if it did not exist. then, again, there is nothing for the sentence to refer to, and therefore the sentence must be meaningless. Thus, according to Furth, underlying Parmenides' whole position there is a strongly referential theory of meaning. In this way, it is easy to see how negative uses of " is" statements can be held to be .unintelligible. Equally, once the possibility of meaningful negative s~tements has been abandoned, it becomes impossible to give an intelligible account of change. Finally, one can see how Parmenides could have come to assert that being, or reality, was a monolithic, unitary, homogeneous entity; for "given the is-not doctrine, Parmenides is in a position to claim that the statement that something is asserts the same as the statement that (ostensibly) something else is, because the attempted specification of the alleged difference is unintelligible,''2 and therefore all true (i.e. meaningful) statex Journal of the History of Philosophy, VI (1968), 111-132: (Repeated references to the same book or article will be by indicating the author's name.) 2 Furth, p. 129. [287] 288 HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY ments arc synonymous, and therefore they all refer to the same thing, and therefore there is only one thing. For parallel reasons, the reality of temporal distinctions between past, present and future would have to be abandoned. "It was" and "it will be" can now be seen to be synonymous with "it is." According to Furth's interpretation, sketched above, one of the first conclusions to be drawn from this referential theory of meaning and the concomitant denial of the meaningfulness of negative "is" statements is that one can only speak and think of what is. As Furth puts it: "thou shalt find no thought that is not o~ what is (=something that is), in relation to which it is said (B 8.34-36); what can be thought or spoken of must be (B 3,6.1); what is not (=nothing) is both unthinkable and unnameable (B 8.17), not being there to be thought or named. ''3 Not only would this conclusion be highly paradoxical but it would also cripple thought, if it were true. Its paradoxicality hardly needs mentioning: I can think of unicorns, the least rapidly divergent series and the golden mountain, and I am even now speaking of them. But consider the crippling effects of the claim. Suppose that I ask myself "Does x exist?" and eventually decide that the answer is "No"; that would mean that my original question was meaningless, and therefore I could not have known what it was that I was trying to find out, and I could not even have considered the 'question' since it was unintelligible. A scientist could only be engaged on an intelligible programme of research if he were successful. Again consider conditional statements. Such a statement can be true as a whole even though either its antecedent or both its antecedent and its... 
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