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ANALYTIC AND COANALYTIC FAMILIES OF ALMOST DISJOINT
FUNCTIONS

BART KASTERMANS, JURIS STEPRANS, AND YI ZHANG

Abstract. If 7 C NN is an analytic family of pairwise eventually different functions
then the following strong maximality condition fails: For any countable H C NN, no
member of which is covered by finitely many functions from F, there is f € F such that
for all h € H there are infinitely many integers k such that f(k) = h(k). However if V = L
then there exists a coanalytic family of pairwise eventually different functions satisfying

this strong maximality condition.

81. Introduction. It is a well known phenomenon of descriptive set theory
that subsets of the reals requiring the axiom of choice in order to exist do not
have nice descriptions. For example:

e (Suslin [5]) No well ordering of an uncountable set of reals is analytic.

e (Sierpinski) No ultrafilter is measurable or has the property of Baire.

o (Talagrand [11]) The intersection of countably many nonmeasurable filters
is nonmeasurable.

e (Mathias [7]) There is no analytic maximal almost disjoint family.

Since many variations on the theme of a maximal almost disjoint family have
been explored, the last fact raises a series of questions about the definability
properties of other such maximal families. It is the purpose of this paper to
analyze one instance of this question for the case of almost disjoint families ob-
tained from graphs. The following definition clarifies this. A family of functions
F C NN will be said to be eventually different if for any two f and g in F there is
some k such that f(n) # g(n) for n > k. A maximal eventually different family
is one which is maximal with respect to this property. The following question
remains open:

QUESTION 1.1. Is there an analytic (or even closed) maximal, eventually dif-
ferent family?
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However, it will be shown that the o-version of the question can be answered
satisfactorily.

DEFINITION 1.2. If 7 C NN and h € "N then define h to be finitely covered
by F if there is a finite subset C C F such that h(k) € {f(k)}sec for all but
finitely many integers k.

DEFINITION 1.3. An eventually different family of functions 7 C NN is strongly
maximal iff for any countable H C NN, no member of which is finitely covered
by F, there is f € F such that for all h € H there are infinitely many integers k
such that f(k) = h(k).

THEOREM 1.4. There is no analytic, strongly mazimal, eventually different
family.

As already mentioned, this result should be viewed as an answer to the o—
variant of Question 1.1. The o-variants of various cardinal invariants have been
investigated by Brendle and others, [1] and [4]. For example, Solecki has char-
acterized the analytic P-ideals as those very simply induced from a sequence of
lower semicontinuous submeasures, [10]. As another illustrative example, it is
worth quoting the following result which is similar in spirit to Theorem 1.4.

THEOREM 1.5 (Todor¢evié, [12]). Suppose that A and B are orthogonal fami-
lies of subsets of N (in other words, if A € A and B € B then |[ANB| < Ng) and
A is analytic. Then A is covered by a countable family orthogonal to B if and
only if every countable subset of B can be separated from A.

Note that a Hausdorff gap provides a counterexample to Theorem 1.5 if the
hypothesis on analyticity is dropped. The o-variant hypothesis that every count-
able subset of B can be separated from A is essential here. Whether this is also
the case for Theorem 1.4 remains to be seen.

As with the other variations on the theme of maximal almost disjoint family
Theorem 1.4 has a companion theorem for which we provide a fully detailed
proof in section 3.

THEOREM 1.6. The aziom of constructibility implies the existence of a coan-
alytic strongly maximal, eventually different family.

The theorems 1.4 and 1.6 together completely answer the question of possible
complexities of strongly mad families of functions.

§2. Strongly Maximal Almost Disjoint Families can not be Analytic.
The purpose of this section is to prove the following theorem.

THEOREM 2.1. There is no analytic, strongly maximal, almost disjoint family
in NN.

We assume towards a contradiction that there exists an analytic, strongly
maximal, almost disjoint family of functions F. Since it is analytic there exists
a closed subset of the irrationals 7' and a continuous function ® : ' — NN whose
range is F. Using ® we define a stratification T, of the family F (Lemma 2.4).
From this stratification we get, using Lemma 2.6, a countable family of functions
that allow us to derive a contradiction using the strong maximality condition.
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LEMMA 2.2. If I C NN is an infinite family of pairwise eventually different
functions then

lim [{t(k) : ¢ € I} = oc.

PROOF. Suppose that I provides a counterexample. Then there exist an in-
finite set K C N and an integer m such that [{t(k) : t € I}| = m for each
k € K. For each k € K choose af € N, i < m, such that {t(k) | t €
I} = {ak,ak,... a% _|}. Let F be a free ultrafilter on K and choose dis-
tinct tg, t1, ... ,t;m in I. For each ¢ < m let n; be such that 0 < n; < m and
S;i ={k e K :t;(k) =aF

n
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many integers k such that |By(Ts, ®,U!)| < j. Moreover the definition of T
guarantees that the range of ® on V; is infinite. Therefore, by Lemma 2.2,

Tim [{2(1)(k) : ¢ € V/}] = oo.
It is therefore possible to choose m; 1 > m; such that
{2 (mis1) : t € VI > B,y (Too, @, U7
Choose
n € {2(t)(mit1) 1 t € V/}\ B,y (Too, @, U7)

and let Ujpq = {u € U] : ®(u)(my1) = n} and Vigq = {v € V/ : @(v)(miz1) =
n}. These are both non-empty by the choice of n and it is immediate that the
induction hypotheses are satisfied.

The second claim is immediate as there are only countably many basic open
sets in R. —

LEMMA 2.5. For any integer k and for any family F of pairwise disjoint func-
tions from k+ 1 to N and any mapping

k
\Ilzl_[n—i—1—>[.7:]]C

n=0
there is some g € HZ:O n+1 such that g £ U¥(g).

PROOF. Suppose that ¥ is a counterexample. Since g(0) = 0 for each g €
Hf;:o n + 1 it follows that there is a unique member f in F such that f(0) =0
and, furthermore, f € ¥(g) for each g € HZ:O” + 1. Let fo = f and define
Jo(0) = 0. Suppose now that f; € F have been defined for i < m < k and that
Jm : m~+ 1 — N is also defined so that:
fi # fj unless i = j
gm /(i) < for each i <m
Jm 2 g; fori <m
if ge Hizon + 1 and g, C g then {fi}i<m C ¥(g).

Let Gm+1(m + 1) < m + 1 be such that gmi1(m + 1) ¢ {fi(m + 1)}i<m and
Jm+1 2 Gm- Let fi,o1 € F be the unique member f of F such that g,,4+1(m+1) =
f(m+1) and note that if g € H:;On—i- 1 and gm41 C g then {fi}i<mt1 € ¥(g).
Then g € HZ:O n+ 1 and {fi}i<k € ¥(gx) contradicting the assumption that
(W (gk)| = k. B

LEMMA 2.6. If F C NN is an analytic family of pairwise eventually different
functions and {B,}52, is a sequence of non-empty finite subsets of N such that
lim,, o | Bn| = 0o then

{b € H B, : b is not finitely covered by .7:}
n=0

is comeagre, where [ [~ By, has the product topology with each B,, being discrete.
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Proor. To begin, let

{be HB (IH € [F]F)b C* UH}

and note that C, is £1. If each Cj, is meagre then so is |J;—; Cx. Hence toward a
contradiction it may be assumed that there is some k such that Cy is not meagre.
Since Cy, is invariant under finite modifications and it has the Property of Baire,
it follows that Cj is co-meagre.

Let R be the relation on [[°2, By, x F* defined by R(b, (f1, fa, ... , fx)) holds
if and only if b C* f1 U foU... U fr. Then R is analytic and by the Jankov
— von Neumann Uniformization Theorem there is a Baire measurable function
® : C, — F* such that R(b, ®(b)) holds for all b € Cx. Let C C C, be a dense G
such that ® | C is continuous. Let ®(b) = (®1(b), P2(b), ..., Pr(D)).

NOTATION 2.7. Let [[52% B, denote | J22, [[i_, Bn and for s € [[5) By, let
[s] = {b e llh=g Bn:s C b}

Let
{be [[B.:(vi<i<j<k)(vn>m) @i(b)(n);«é@j(b)(n)}

and let D, = {b € D;n c(Yn>m)(3j < k) b(n)=2;(b)(n)}. SinceC is a subset
of Uf::l D, there is some m such that C N D,, is not meagre. Since this set is
Borel, there is some s € H;i% B,, such that D,, NC is co-meagre in the open set
[s]. Before continuing, the following claim will be established:

CrAIM 2.8. Given s; € H;:E) B,, and s; € H;i% B, and 1 < a < b < k there
are t1 2 s1 and to O s2 and there is a comeagre set £ C [¢1] X [t2] such that one
of the following two alternatives holds:

(2.2.1) (Fu)(V(e1,e2) € E)(Yn > v) Py(e1)(n) # Pp(e2)(n)

(2.2.2) (V(el,eg) S [81] X [52]) (I)a(el) = ‘I)b(eg)

PROOF. Suppose that alternative 2.2.2 fails. Choose o1 € [s1] and o2 € [s2]
such that ®,(c1) # Pp(02) and, using the continuity of ®, choose j such that
D, ([o1 [ J]) NDPp([o2 | j]) = 0. Tt follows that if

Eo={(e1,e2) € o1 1 4] X [o2]7]: (Yn > L) Dy(e1)(n) # Ppe2)(n)}
then ([o1 | j] x [o2 | )N (C xC) = U,—, &, and so there are some integer
v, t1 2 o1 | j, and t3 D o9 | j such that &, is co-meagre in [t;] X [t2]. Let
E=¢,. 4

Now let {(in,Jjn, an,bn)tner enumerate all quadruples (i,7,a,b) such that
{i,j} € [(k+ 1Y% and 1 < a < b < k. Choose {sz}(kﬂ)' C [I5 By such
that the sets {[sl]}(kﬂ) are pa1rw1se disjoint and s C ), kH)!si. Let A =
H(kH)'[ N H(kH)‘ CﬁH k+1 D,,. Then construct by induction sets { A, }n<r,
integers M,, and {{s”}(kH) tn<r satisfying the following:

o Ay =A,
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° s? =s; for each i with 1 <i < (k+ 1),

e A, is comeagre in Hgg_l)'[s?],
s C st for each i € (k4 1)1,

o if there is a pair (&1, €2) € [sz;ll] x s} "] such that ®,,,_, (€1) # Py, _, (€2)
then for each (e1,ez,... ,ent1)) € Ay, and for all 2 > Mn the inequality
(banfl(ein—l)(z) 7é (I)bn—l(ejn,fl)(z) holds.

The construction is easily carried out using the Claim at each stage. To be
precise, given A,, and {s}'}}., if there is no pair (e1,es) € [s] | x s’ ] such that
D, (e1) # Dy, (e2) then let {S”Jrl Moo= {st¥ | and A,11 = A, and M, is
irrelevant in this case. Otherwise, use the Clalm to find t; O s and ¢ty D s

and a comeagre set € C [t1] X [t2] such that alternative 2.2.1 holds and thls is
witnessed by v. Then let {s7T'1k = {571k for i ¢ {i,,j,} and let s"Jrl =t

and s?j‘l = to, let

k!
Apyr = (An N H[sy+1]> Nnrt&
=1

where 7 is the projection of (NN)¥' onto (NN){inn}, Let M, ., = v.

Now let J € N be such that J > m, J > max{M,}i<r, J > max{|sL\}(k+1)'
and |By| > k for each u > .J. From the last clause it is possible to find {z} }4e; €
[Byii]!, for 1 <4 < k+ 1. Choose a bijection 8 : N¥+1 — N**1 such that for
b € NFHLif b(i) € i + 1 we have 3(b)(i) = CIJ;)-("_; The use of § in the below is

essentially to conjugate Hn 01zl 0 < g < n}onto Hn on+1. Let {0, }(kﬁl)!

enumerate Hi:o n + 1. Choose w; 2 s& so that |w;| = J for each i < (k + 1)!

and, then, let w} = w,"3(6,). Since A is co-meagre in H(kH) [s£] it follows

that it is possible to choose ({1,C2,. .., xy1y) € AL N H k“ [wz*] Now let
hi.o € NF+1 be defined by setting h; o(n) = ®,(¢;)(J +n) and let H be the set of
all 371(h; ) and note that this forms a family of disjoint functions. Then define
U H _on+ 1 — H* by setting ¥(0;) = {87 (hi,a) }o_;. The definition of D,,
and the fact that J > m guarantees that W(b) Q b for every b € Hi:o" + 1.
This contradicts Lemma 2.5.

Fix a countable base B for T. Let o € w; be such that ) = T,,. For each U € B
and each 3 € a such that UNTp # 0 and limy,_o |Bi (T3, ®,U NTz)| = oo use
Lemma 2.6 to find a function h(3, U) which is not finitely covered by F such that
if By(Tp, ®,UNTp) # 0 then h(B,U)(k) € Br(1s,®,UNTp). Now use the strong
maximality of F to find ¢t € T such that ®(¢)(n) = (6, U)(n) for infinitely many
n for every relevant 3 and U. Let 7y be the greatest ordinal such that ¢ € T’, and
let U € B be such that ¢t € U and limy_. |Bk(T, ®,U N T,)| = co. Choose an
integer k such that ®(¢)(k) = h(y,U)(k) € Bx(T,,®,UNT,). Since t € T, NU
it follows that ®(t)(k) ¢ By(T,,®,U NT,). This contradiction establishes the
main theorem.

83. Very Mad Families Can be Coanalytic. In this section we prove the
following theorem.
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THEOREM 3.1. The Aziom of Constructibility implies the existence of a 113
strongly mazximal, eventually different family.

The proof is based on the proof of the analogous result for maximal almost
disjoint families of subsets of N by Arnold Miller, see [9]. For background on
constructibility see [6, Chap. VI], and [2] in combination with [8] (the theory
Basic Set Theory is not strong enough for the use Devlin makes of it, this is
analyzed in Mathias paper, and a replacement is offered there that is sufficient
for the results we use).

The idea of this proof is that we identify a set of good levels of L (those for
which L, = Sk(L,), as defined below). We prove a coding lemma (Lemma 3.2)
allowing us to encode these levels into our construction. Then we show that from
an encoding of a good level we have access to the limit level after it (Lemma 3.6),
which allows us to decide membership (Lemma 3.7).

In this section we choose the sequence coding (...) and projections m; to be
recursive.

LEMMA 3.2. Let A = {g, | n € N} C NN be an almost disjoint family, E C
N x N and F = {f, | n € N} C NN not finitely covered by A. Then there exists
a function g : N — N almost disjoint from all functions in A, such that E is
recursive in g and g agrees on infinitely many inputs with each member of F

(Vn e N|fn N gl =Ng).

PrOOF. Instead of encoding F directly we encode x the characteristic function
of {(n,m) | (n,m) € E}.

We define g recursively. At step s we extend the initial segment of N on which
g is defined by doing the following:

1. Find ns;, ¢ € [0, 8], such that ny < nso < ns1 < -+ < ng s, where ny is
the least number where g is not defined yet, and f;(n;) is different from
all go(ns,),-..,9s(ns;). Then define g(ns;) = fi(ns;). Also define nsyq
to be ng s + 1.

2. Define g(I) for ny < I < nsy1 where g is not yet defined to be the least
number different from all go(1), ..., gs(l).

3. Define g(ns) to be (k, (ns11,x(s))) where k is the least number such that
(k, (nsy1,x(8))) is different from all gg(ns), ... , gs(ns). Here the value ngi4
is the “pointer” to the next location where a value of x can be found.

It can now be easily checked that the g constructed satisfies the lemma. B

We note that if A, F', E are members of L, then g is a member of L, 1; the
proof shows how to define g from A, F' and x; also E and x appear at the same
level of the constructible hierarchy. Also note that the encoding is uniform: it
does not depend on which functions and families we work with. This also means
that we can talk about the relation encoded in g (later this relation will be the
membership relation of a model on (N, E)).

DEFINITION 3.3. For a > w we say L, = Sk(L,,) iff there exists (h, ¢, p) (the
witness) such that:

1. h is a Skolem function for all ¥, formulas for L, for some k > 1,
2. p € L,
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3. N x (NUp)] = La, and
4. hin,z) =y < Lo E ¢(@.n,2,y).
LEMMA 3.4. The set {a | Lo = Sk(Lqa)} is unbounded in w;.

PrOOF. First recall from Godel’s proof of CH in L that every constructible
real is in L, . From this using the fact all Lg, 8 < wi, are countable it follows
that the set {8 <w; | Ir [r € Lg41 \ Lg Ar € "N|} is unbounded in w;. So it
is sufficient to prove for each g in this set that Ly, = Sk(Lg4w)-

Therefore let r be definable over Lg from a finite sequence of parameters g,
r={(m,n) | Lg = ¢¥(m,n,q)}, and such that » ¢ Lg. Then r € Lgy, so that
Ly, = 3r Vm,n € w ((m, n) €1« Pls (m,n,cj)). We can assume that (v, q)
is minimal among pairs of formulas and parameters that define a new real over
L. This means that (1, §) is definable from Lg, say by formula ¢.

Let h : N x Lgy, — Lgt., be a definable Skolem function for X formulas
with k € N such that ¢, p € 3.

Let X = h[N x (NU{Lg})] and note that § € X. Then since X <yy2 Lgtw
we have that (X, €) E ¥ (n,m,q) iff (Lgtw,€) E ¥ (n,m,q) and (X, €)
Ir Ym,n € w((m,n) €r < 2 (m,n,q)), which shows r is in (X,€). Also
since for every Yy o formula there is an equivalent formula such that if there is a
witness for the existential quantifier there is a unique witness for the existential
quantifier, every element of X is definable from Lg.

By the condensation lemma [2, Theorem I1.5.2] we have a m such that 7 :
(X,€) 2 (Ly,€), @« < B+ w and « is a limit ordinal; this 7 is the identity on
transitive sets, in particular on the natural numbers. From this we get (X, €) |
YEs(n,m, q) iff (Lo, €) = ¢™# (n,m,7q) and (La,€) = Ir Vm,n € w((m,n) €
r e pTLls (m,n,wq*))7 which shows that r is in L,. So since a < S+ w, r &€ Lg,
r € Lo, and o is a limit ordinal, we get @« = 3 4+ w. This means X = Lg,,,.
Now since Lg is the level after which r appears, also in X, m(Lg) maps to Lg
under this isomorphism. But everything in X is ¥ definable from Lg. This
implies that everything in Lgy, is Y42 definable from Lg. Now note that X
is the image of N x (NU {Lg}) by a Xj42 Skolem function, which with the fact
that everything in Lgy,, is Xj42 definable from Lg implies that X = Lgy,, as
was to be shown. —

Enumerate the set {a < wy | Lo = Sk(Le) in increasing order by (6, | v < w1).
Note that by absoluteness of the notion L, = Sk(L,) and the fact that limit
levels of the constructible hierarchy are closed under certain simple recursions,
we have that Ls ., F“(8y | ¥ < ) is an initial segment of the increasing
enumeration of ordinals « such that L, = Sk(L,)”.

LEMMA 3.5. If L, = Sk(Ly,), then there is an E C N x N such that E € Lyt
and (Lo, €) 2 (N, E).

PROOF. Let L, = Sk(L,) be witnessed by (h, ¢, p). We will show in two steps
that then there is an F as in the statement of the lemma. We show first that
h € Lg4, and then we show how to construct E from h.

Note that Th((La, €,P)) € Lotw: we follow the ideas from pages 40 and 41 of
[2]. The lemma Devlin proves there is not correct, see [8], but the method can be
used here. We have a function f such that f(0) is the set of all primitive formulas
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of set theory, and f(i + 1) is the set of all formulas formed from the formulas
in f(#) by conjunction, disjunction, implication, and quantification. Then we
construct a function g such that g(4) is a set of pairs, first coordinate a formula
¢ from f(i), second coordinate a sequence T of elements of L, such that ¢(Z) is
true in (Lo, €,p). All these elements are in Ly, for some n. Then in Lyyp41
we can construct all g [ k for k € N. So in L,y,12 we can use the recursive
definition of ¢ to construct it. From g we get Th({Ly, €,p)) as the subset of
the image consisting of all formulas with no free variables. (Note that this, and
the following, are all uniform with respect to the sequence p, but, for notational
convenience, we’ll leave it implicit as a parameter.)
Let e : N — N x (NUp) be the definable bijection

e(n) _ {(Wo(n)vpm(n))v if m1(n) < 1h(p);
(mo(n), m(n) — (D)), otherwise,

and ¢, the formula defining e, ie. @e(n,z,y) < e(n) = (z,y) (this formula
defines e in any L,14 with @ > w and p € L, and is absolute for these levels).

Define € : N — N from this by setting €(0) = 0 and é(n+1) = k where k is the
least number bigger than é(n) such that "¢(k,é(n))” € Th((La, €, p)), where
Y(k,é(n)) is the formula

Vi< é(n) Yyo, 1 [ (B mo(e(l)), mi(e(l)),y0) A (P, mo(e(k)), m(e(k)),y1) —
(Bz(zewhzdy) V (z€yAzey)) ],

in which ¢ is the formula defining h, and which after elimination of e in favor of
its definition becomes

VI < é(n) Vi, I, ko, k1 { @e(lilo 1) A pe(k ko, k1) —
Vyo/!ll [ 80(11 l07ll>y0) A 80(157 k07k17y1) -
(Fz(zewohzgym) vV (z€yoAhzem)) ] }

Note 1 (k,é(n)) is the formula expressing VI < é(n) h(e(k)) # h(e(l)), and
a Godel number for ¢ (k,é(n)) can be recursively obtained from k and n (the
function (k,m) — "Vzb0,,(z) — ¥(k,z)" (where 6,,(x) is the formula defining
the natural number m) is in L., but € which is recursively defined from it
and Th({L,, €,p)) can be constructed at the level of L after Th({Lq, €,p)) is
constructed).

Let wg(n, m) be such that ¢z(n,m) < é(n) = m.

These definitions have been made so that hoeoé : N — L, is an enumeration
of h[N x (NU p)] without repetitions. We will set up the model (N, E') such that
the number m € N will represent the set h(e(é(m))). It is then clear that we
want n E m iff h(e(é(n))) € h(e(é(m))).

We show F € Ly for some k € N by eliminating all functions in favor of
their definitions in the statement h(e(é(n))) € h(e(é(m))), and then noting this
statement is true of (n,m) iff the Gédel number of the formula resulting from
substituting terms defining n and m in this formula is in Th((Lq, E, p)).



10 BART KASTERMANS, JURIS STEPRANS, AND YI ZHANG

First eliminating h, we get

Then eliminating e we get

VT, Yns Tins Ym { Pe(€(), Ty yn) A @e(E(M), Ty, Ym) —
Van, Zm [ 90(15’ Ty Yns Zn) N (P(Ija xmaynfmzm) — Zn € Zm] }

After eliminating é this gives

Vi, lm ( we(n,ly) N ps(m,ly,) —
an,yn,xm,ym{ GellnyTnyYn) N @ellim, Tm, Ym) —
Vzn, Zm [ Py Ty Yny 2n) N @Dy Ty Yy Zm) — Zn € zm} })
This is a formula in the language {€,p} with free variables n and m. The
recursive function G that to (n,m) assigns the Gédel number of the formula
Y, v 0 (u) A O (v) —
Vi, lm ( we(u,ln) N we(v,ly) —
Vxn,yn,xm,ym{ Cellny TnyYn) N Qellmy TmyYm) —
Vzn, Zm [ Py Ty Yns 2n) N @Dy Ty Ymy Zm) — 2n € zm] })
is in Ly for some ! € N (note: g uses Th({L,, €,7)) as a parameter).

This shows that we can define E over L,q; by (n,m) € E iff G(n,m) €
Th({La, €,P))- B

We now define functions (as in [3, page 217]) relating the natural numbers and
the real numbers to their representatives in (N, E).

Define for any (N, E) & L,, w < a < wy, a recursive function Natg : N — N
by

Natz(0) = the unique v € N such that VI € N (=] E u)
Natg(n + 1) = the unique v € N such that VI € N[(l E u) <

(1 E Natg(n)) V (I = Natg(n)))].

Using this we can define Realg : NN — N a partial function by

Realg(r) = the unique (if exists) u € N such that
Vn,m[r(n) =m < (N, E) = u(Natg(n)) = Natg(m)].

Note that 7(r) = Realg(r) for reals r and m(n) = Natg(n) for natural numbers.

If L, = Sk(L,), then there exists 7 : (Lo, €) = (N, E). So the sets R, =
NNNL, and Rg := {n € N| (N, E) |= n is a real} are mapped to each other by
the isomorphism. We have in fact that if r € R, then r(k) = iff 7(r)(Natg(k)) =
Natg(l) is true in (N, E). So we can define in L, 4., an enumeration e, : N — R,
of all reals in L, as follows:



ANALYTIC AND COANALYTIC FAMILIES OF ALMOST DISJOINT FUNCTIONS 11

First let e : N — Rp be the bijection e(0) = min{Rg} and e(n+1) = min{m €
Rg | m > e(n)}. Then e, is e composed with the map defined by

{(n,r) € R X Ry | Vk,l € N (N, E) E n(Natg(k)) = Natg(l) < r(k) =1} =
{(TL,T) S IRE X Ra | 77(7’) = Tl}

Now we are ready for the construction of the very mad family A which we will
show is coanalytic. It will be recursively enumerated as (g, | @ < w1).

To define g, from (g | @ < 7) we use Lemma 3.2 with A = A, = (g}, | n € N),
F=F,=(f,|ne€N)and E as described below.

By Lemma 3.5 we have an E such that (N, E) = (Lg,,€) in Lg_ 4.

By induction we will have the set {go | @ <7} in Lg 1., (8 as defined on page
8), and by a recursion in Lg. 1, we get the enumeration (g, | 7 <) in Lg 4.,
We can recursively find an enumeration (g, | n € N) of it in Lg ., by letting g,
be the n'" member in the enumeration ep, of Rg, which is in {go | @ < ~}.

We then recursively define f,, to be the n*® member in the enumeration of Rg,
which is not finitely covered by {g, | @ < }. This enumeration will also be in
Lp, to-

After application of Lemma 3.2 (and the observation following it) we get g., €
Lg. 1. This finishes the construction. Note that this construction is absolute
for Ly 1o

Clearly A is an a.d. family, and if F C "N with |F| < |A| = Xy, then there is
a # < w such that ' C Lg. Now if F is not finitely covered by A then for every
f € F and every v with 8, > 8 the set f N g, is infinite, which shows that A is
a very mad family.

Now what remains to be seen is that this A is II} definable.

LEMMA 3.6. If (N, E) 2 (Lo, €) and g € Lot encodes E as in Lemma 3.2,
then there is a formula ¢ only containing quantifiers over the natural numbers
such that

@(<varv u>7g) A (N’Ew) = (La+w» 6) N
r is the satisfaction relation for (N, E,) A

u = Realg,(g).
PROOF. In the definition below we refer directly to E’; that this can be replaced

by g is easy.
We define

o((Ey,r,u),g9) = Sat(E,,,r) A EonEvens(E,,E) A
Levels(E,, E,r) A Realg,(g) = u,

where:
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Sat: The formula Sat(E,,,r) states that r is the satisfaction relation for E,:
(sketch)

r((Te,m)) =1e(Te ="z =y Amg=m) V
(Tp'="z €y’ AE,(mg,m1)) V
(T ="Va(z) " AVR r((Ty 7, (n,m))) =1) V
(I’go—l == A 7‘(('_1/)—'7771» _ O) v
(T =T Vo ' A(r((Tep1 ) = 1V r({Te 7, m)) = 1))

EonEvens: EonEvens(E,,, F) states that E is isomorphic to an initial segment
of FE, and lives on the even natural numbers.

EonEvens(E,,, E) = Vi, j (=(2i + 1 E, 2j) A (2i E,2j < i Ej))

Levels: Here we need a bijection 7 : N x N — N such that 7(0,0) = 1 and
7(0,k 4+ 1) enumerates the evens; we can easily find such a bijection which is
recursive.

Then Levels(E,, E, ) is the conjunction of SLevels(E,,, E) and ELevels(E,,, E, )
where Slevels states w(l,0) is the I-th level after (N, E):

Vi, j ([i<l—7(i,j) Eon(l,0)] A w(l,j+1) E, n(1,0)) A
Vi,i,5 (m(i,5) Eo m(1,0) = (i <1V (i=1Aj>1))),

and Elevels(E,, E,r) that k — w(l,k 4+ 1) is an enumeration of the new sets
at the I-th level after (N, F). First we find an enumeration, k — ge(l, k), of
formulas and parameters that can be used to define sets at the I*" level:

Let S be the set {(n,Z) | n is the Gédel number of a formula with 1h(z) + 1
free variables A & € <NN}. Then define ge : N x N — S such that ge[{(I,k) | k €
N} ={(n,z) e S|z2€ N{n(l,k+1) | ke N}U{r(j,k) |j <l AkeNHL
Such a function ge can clearly be chosen to be recursive.

We want to define ge : N x N — S such that k — ge(l, k) enumerates only the
data needed to define new sets at level [+ 1, and does so without repetition. For
this we do some preliminary work.

First note that (7(1,0), E,) E ¢(x) is equivalent to (N, E,) = (¢(x))""0)
which in turn is equivalent to (("(¢)™®7 2) = 1. The map rel : N x N — N
defined by (T¢7,1) — ()97 and 0 if the first component of the input is not
the Godel number of a formula is recursive.

Then we define a formula new(n, Z, ) such that it is true of (n,Z,1) iff n = "™
and {y E, 7(1,0) | (n(1,0), E,) = ©(Z,y)} is different from all 7(j, k) for j <
and k € N, or j =1 and k& > 0. This means that the set determined by (n,Z)
didn’t exist at level | (and is not the collection of all sets before level I, which is
7(1,0)). The formula expressing this is:

new(n,z,1) = Vi, k j <1 — 35 K{j <1l A
[(n(5", k") Ew (4, k) Ar({rel(n,0), (z,7(j", K)))) = 0)
1
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We also need a formula nb(l,m) that is true of (I,m) iff the set defined by
ge(l,m) from w(l,0) is not also defined by ge(l, m’) with m’ < m.

nb(l,m) =Vm' <m3j,k(j <IV(j=INk>0)) A

[ (r({rel(mo(ge(l,m)), 1), (m1(ge(l,m)), = (5,k)))) = 1 A
r({rel(mo(ge(l,m")), 1), (m1(ge(l,m)), (5. k)))) =0) Vv
(r({rel(mo(ge(l,m)), 1), (m1(ge(l,m)), 7 (j, k)))) = 0 A
r({rel(mo(ge(l,m")), 1), (m1(ge(l,m)), (5. k)))) = 1) |

Now we can define ge:

ge(l,0) = ge(l, k) for k the least number such that
(n,z) = ge(l, k) defines a new set
= ge(l, k) for k the least number such that for

(n,z) = ge(l, k) we have new(n, Z,1)
and

ge(l,m+ 1) = ge(l, k) for k the least number such that (n,z) = ge(l, k)
defines a new set that is not already defined by ge(!, l;:)

with & less than or equal to the k used in ge(l,m)
= ge(l, k) for k the least number such larger than ge(l, m)
such that for (n,z) = ge(l, k) we have new(n,Z, 1) A nb(l, k)

Now the formula ELevels can be defined:

Vi, k[x(l+ 1,k + 1) is defined from 7(Z,0)
by the formula and parameters in ge(l, k)]
< Vi, k,n,z((n,T) = ge(l, k) —
Vyr((rel(n,1),{(z,y))) =1~y E, 7(l+ 1,k + 1)]

_|

Note that with these formulas, if (N, F) is wellfounded, then so is (N, E,,)
(which is the main reason for the lemma to be done the way it is).

Let & € ¥q and &, € II; be the formulas witnessing that the class H =
{(x,7) | * = L} is uniformly AX* for o > w a limit ordinal (see [2, Lemma
I1.2.7]: the proof of this lemma uses some results from earlier in the book which
are not correct, but in [8] (Proposition 10.37 on page 213 and its proof) it is
shown that there is a theory which is strong enough to prove these results and
which is true at L, for a a limit ordinal).
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Let E C N x N be such that (N, E) is wellfounded, and let r be its satisfaction
relation. Then let x(E,r) be the formula (we write (N, E) = 6 for »(707))

Vn,m € N [(N,E) |= “n is an ordinal” —

(N, E) = &(m,n) = (N, E) = &(m,m)] A
(N,E) = “there is no largest ordinal” A
ImeNN,E)E“‘n=w’ A
(N,E) = Va3y (y is an ordinal AVz (&y(z,y) — 2 € 2)).

Then the image X of the Mostowski collapse of (N, E) satisfies that H is A5,
there is no largest ordinal, w € X, and V = L. This gives us that X = (V)X =
(L)X = L, for « = X N Ord a limit ordinal > w.

LEMMA 3.7.
g € A& the model encoded in g is wellfounded A
V(Ey,mu) 9((Ew,ryu), g) A X(By,r) — r(Tu € A7 0) = 1.

PROOF. By induction on v < w; we show that for all reals in Lg_ the equiva-
lence holds. So assume that g € Lg, and for all v" < we have the equivalence
for all reals in Lﬁw"

If g € A, then g uniformly encodes (N, E) such that (N, E) = (Lg_,, €) with
v < ~. The unique model (N, E,) satisfying ¢((E,,r,u),g) has (N, E,) =
(LBW/JW, €), so also satisfies x. And in the description of the construction we
have shown that (Lg , 1w, €) F g € A, Le. (N, E,) | "u € A” where u represents
g in the model.

If the model encoded by g is wellfounded and we have

V(Ey,ru) o((Ey,m,u),9) ANX(Ey,r) = r("u e A—Ivﬁ) =1,

then the unique (E,,r,u) for which ¢({E,,r,u),g) has that (N, E,) is well-
founded and satisfies x(FE,,r). So there is a countable limit S > w such that
(N, E,) = (Lg, €). Since (N, E,) Eu € A, we have (Lg, €) = g € A, which by
absoluteness gives g € A. -

Since the formula on the right hand side of the equivalence is clearly I}, this
completes the proof of the theorem.

84. Questions. In this paper we were concerned with strongly mad families.
The results in this paper also answer the corresponding question for very mad
families.

DEFINITION 4.1. An eventually different family of functions F C NN is a very
mazimal almost disjoint (very mad) family iff for every F' C NN such that |F| <
|F| and no member of F is finitely covered by F, there is a g € F such that for
all f € F the set f N g is infinite.

In the second section the result is stronger than the corresponding result for
very mad families, and in the third section since we were in the context of the
continuum hypothesis the notions of very mad and strongly mad agree.
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For most types of almost disjoint families a standard axiom of choice construc-
tion suffices to construct them in the context of ZFC. This is not true for either
strongly or very mad families, which leads to the following question.

QUESTION 4.2. Do strongly and very mad families exist on the basis of ZFC?

85. Acknowledgements. We thank the anonymous referee for a careful
reading and many suggestions which improved the paper.
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