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				Abstract
				

During the past decade there has been a debate about the field
of philosophy of medicine. The debate has focused on fundamental questions
about whether the field exists and the nature of the field. This article
explores the debate and argues that it has paid insufficient attention to
the social dimensions of both philosophy and medicine. The article goes
on to argue that by exploring this debate one can better understand some
of the difficult questions facing contemporary medicine and health care.
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