
Theism and the Problem of Consciousness: Waiting for Fallacy of the Closure 

of the Physical 
Aliakbar Kouchakzadeh

*
, Shahriar Gharibzadeh 

Institute for Cognitive and Brain Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran 

* Presenting Author, email address: a.kouchakzadeh@hotmail.com 

 

Not only Descartes, but also any theist thinker who faces the problem of 

consciousness, will face a problem with closure of the physical. In other words, 

there could not be a theory of consciousness that is compatible both with classical 

theism and closure of the physical. Therefore, the best strategy for theist thinkers is 

to follow the fallacy of the closure of the physical. There would be options such as 

the new forms of interactionist dualism and panpsychism.
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1
 An extended version of this abstract is presented in Persian in the CPR2022: The Future of Philosophy of Religion, 

held by Iranian Association for Philosophy of Religion, June 14, 2022.  The original version is present in the next 
page. 
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