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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     	 William James: The Philosopher of America
 
	 Eino Kaila (1912)

 Translation by Heikki Kovalainen
 

 
 
 
  In the eyes of popular opinion today, the world-view enjoying most appeal is the “scientific” one, and if we wish to declare somebody worthless, with the force of one word, we tag him “unscientific.” The “scientific” world-view (based on intelligence) furnishes its owner, as I will now describe, something like the following scene:
  He sits and observes the world. Whatever he sees, remains inferior to his own thinking subject, for he analyzes whatever phenomena he sees producing an equation as the outcome, made up of ever more inferior numbers, in the extreme case of material quarks. Just like his spectator position is passive, idle, so also the reality he sees is entirely passive; all genuine action, activity, which to the common practical man is the most familiar and apparent thing, stands before his iron lids as but an illusion; there is motion— indeed, we might go as far as to say that everything is motion—yet motion is just as passive as rest, dead impulse, push and pull. He, the subject, observes also others of his kind, and in his everyday life he cannot help treating them like himself, as active sources of action, yet as he sits down on the throne of thought, the situation immediately changes: those of his kind are now puppets, marionettes in the theater of the great world-mill; the things that a moment ago seemed to make up activity reveal themselves now as fine threads: and even their internal motion consists in dead impulse, push and pull.
 
 And so the infinite mill rolls on; one hears the everlasting, monotonous, lulling rumble of the world wheels. There is one thing, [End Page 136] however, that our superior observer has left out of the equation: himself, his own active thought, which has crafted this strange scene. And thus arises the question: how does his inner selfhood comport itself with respect to this result? A number of possibilities open up.
 For one, he can rest content with it; he can feel himself to be swarming in this atmosphere like the fish in the water; indeed, his cynical heart may virtually sigh in relief, adding a little ridiculing laughter: of course, I knew it, nothing “higher” exists! In the meantime, remembering that the highest there is, is his self, he rises and serves his self, a self identical with nothingness. And we leave him there, for we have nothing at all to say to him anymore.
 But there is another possibility. It might happen, namely, that the speculating observer, after examining the scene sufficiently to his liking, suddenly comes across something abhorrent: that he has led himself into utter darkness and solitude, that he has suffocated without and within himself all poetry and all beauty, that there is nothing higher before which he could surrender, and which he could love, and serve. At that very moment, the roar of the world-mill turns utterly strange; he closes his ears, venturing to listen to the previous happy voices within. Yet he hears nothing anymore. What previously was beautiful and good within himself meant respect for and submission to something higher; now the higher has passed away from his world, and so also his heart has died. He falls apart, with infinite melancholy taking hold of him, and unlike in the case of the previous homunculus, this one puts to words his sigh: so the world was nothing, after all! In the name of that which is highest in him, in the name of reason, he believes it his duty to be a pessimist, since his reason cannot help but wreak havoc on the dream that previously in his own eyes bestowed his life with value: the dream of something higher, something to which we can surrender.
 Here we are confronted with, as I think, the sickest nerves of our century; yet those who suffer from this sickness are the best among all, and to them we will have a great deal to say. It comes down to the question how a person not willing to let go of his reason, not to land with...
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