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Dave Chappelle’s Positive
Propaganda

CHRIS A. KRAMER

Americans are told in a multitude of ways, from a variety of
sources, from a very young age, that the United States of
America is the land of freedom and opportunity—it’s the
greatest. If you work hard, you can make it because everyone
is treated equally and therefore has the same opportunities in
our schools, granted equal concern in our hospitals, equal
access to our free markets, and is equally respected under the
law. We should therefore be perplexed to hear stories like this
about Dave Chappelle and his white friend Chip encountering

the police, while high:

My white buddy, he was smoking a joint. [Chappelle as Chip shouts]
“Dave! It’s the goddamn cops, [Chip takes a long comfonable _drag on
a joinf] I'm gonna ask him for directions.” | said “Chlp_, no! Chip, dqn’t
do it” It was too late. He was walking over there. This man was high
as shit. “Excuse me. Excuse me, sir. Excuse melll | need some

1 . . . ) nlsm a
information.” He starts confessing things he shoqldn t confe:ss.
little high. All | wanna know . . . which way is Third Street?” The cop

~ islike, “Hey, take it easy. You're on Third Street. You better be Ig:ar,efulIi
~ Go ahead. Move it. Move it.” [Chappelle in his ow:lv l\(/OIC;] tEa?tsSn?: t

 that happened, that’s the end of the story. Now,.l_ ’n;;? shiskeipt
 Black fellas here, that shit is fucking incredible. (Killin

hing new, especially for Black

for white people either, but

ippelle is not describing anyt
refers to as undermining,

, and it should not be ;:ew? p
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