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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Pragmatism and Social Hope: Deepening Democracy in Global Contexts
 
	 Jón Ólafsson
 

 
 
 Judith M. Green. Pragmatism and Social Hope: Deepening Democracy in Global Contexts. New York: Columbia University Press, 2008, 304 pp.
 
  At the end of her book, Pragmatism and Social Hope, Judith Green asks why one should want to spend time on expanding opportunities for participation in democratic governance (248). The reason, according to her, is a desire that a "deeper rationality of human spirit" would direct decision-making in the world. We are currently captives of economic/military/political rationality, according to her. Only through participatory democracy, or "second-strand democracy" can the spell be broken (195). Although this does not become apparent until one has read a good deal of the book, the author is primarily interested in democratic participation as a way to "deepen" democracy. Yet the (perhaps rhetorically intended) question about why participation is important does not get an unequivocal answer. The feeling that political and economic decision-making is hopelessly tied up with narrow calculative approaches is not new. And the general view that participation and deliberation will enrich approaches to decision-making is often heard. But what kind of participation are we talking about and in what way should ordinary unelected citizens become involved in decision-making? The answers to those questions tend to be vague and Judith Green's book, does not give any clear or convincing answers to them either.
 This is not to say that Green does not sketch any interesting answers to these main questions. The book is certainly a fresh look at some major topics of democratic theory today and an attempt to integrate democratic theory and pragmatism. And what the book certainly does convey, is a sense of optimism which is wonderfully inspiring to anyone interested in the issues discussed and explored.
 The first half of Pragmatism and Social Hope is an exploration of selected answers by American thinkers to questions about nationhood, identity, self-respect and hope, where pragmatist thought is nicely mixed in with interesting commentary on Whitman, Baldwin, Dewey and, of course, Richard Rorty. Rorty's work seems to be a great part of [End Page 641] the impetus behind the work (as the title already suggests). Rorty's views are (not surprisingly) seen as simultaneously misleading and showing the right way (e.g. 57). In a search for the right pragmatic approach to democracy, his book, Achieving our Country, is thoroughly scrutinized. The notion of "achieving one's country" is further supplemented and expanded: National pride must have a global basis and that means healing reconciliation (39). There is no such thing as achieving a country, one must achieve the world.
 Pragmatism is in Green's mind the right way to frame inquiry adequately and remove obstacles. Democracy can be articulated as embracing both diversity and common values. It allows that individuality be emphasized and common values celebrated at the same time (14). The "public philosopher" is then a liaison agent who helps address memory and forgiveness, democracy's meaning in crisis and the need for changing habits of feeling, thinking and acting (35). To tackle such issues is crucial, but the problem with Rorty is his "historical amnesia" that equates forgiving with forgetting. The opposite is needed. In order that self-respect can be cultivated on the individual level and national pride on the community level, it is necessary to realize first that one is not better than others and second it is absolutely necessary to find ways of reconciliation with those who have been wronged (47, 84). Forgetting is never an answer.
 One is tempted to interepret Green's criticism of Rorty as basically coming down to accusing him of being too shallow. Her idea of political reform goes deep: It must go to the bottom of the soul and concern the whole understanding of democracy metaphysically as well as epistemologically, "transforming a whole culture's internal social relations and transactional practices" (73). Thus Rorty simply reiterates stagnated positions of officials who fail to see these metaphysical depths of our choices (79, see also 133). Deep democracy, then, refers to understanding choices in all their dimensions.
 All that said...
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