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   In Anthropos Today Paul Rabinow's purpose was to "assemble a toolkit of concepts in order to advance inquiry" (2). A good portion of his subsequent work shares this same goal of advancing an experimental mode, especially within the human sciences. In his Coss lecture, "How to Submit to Inquiry: Dewey and Foucault," Rabinow says, "my experiments and inquiries suport the claim that scientifically and ethically, relations among and between the life sciences, human sciences, and ethics require sustained re-thinking and re-working." Science, as it is structured and practiced, is insufficient to our complex endeavors. When asked to consider what science gives to society, Rabinow's answer is tools for thought (Anthropos 101-02). Scientists are one of the very few who have the authority in our society to speak "the truth." When considering why they have such power, we see that we are heavily dependent on their specialized abilities. It is further disheartening that today, more and more information is constantly generated, yet not articulated or disseminated in a fitting format.1 Thus, we saw in Anthropos Today that the way scientific information attempts to fit into our lives is problematic. In Rabinow's most recent work, he leaves the reconstruction of our life sciences as "an open question, a pressing problem as well as a site of discordancy and indeterminacy." To this end, it is my goal to suggest for our consideration various ways in which the sciences are being re-thought, and thus, some possible ways forward in this reconstruction. I leave it to the reader to decide whether such challenges to the "near future" are reformulating current "blockages and opportunities as problems" or taking them as a given. [End Page 51]
 
  Bridge Concepts
 Bryan Norton, an environmental pragmatist, suggests that one of the major problems with our various scientific disciplines today is the towering occurring within these disciplines. Towering is, he says, most often associated with an "obsessive insistence on a sharp separation of science and values" along with a separation between the gathering of information from the policy processes (Norton 33). Towering is both the reason why we rarely engage one another across disciplinary boundaries and why we often fail to really understand one another when we do. In line with Norton's point, Charlene Seigfried writes that disciplines are narrowly strategic, and "strategic thinking becomes dangerous to the extent that it is not guided by more encompassing purposes" (Seigfried 38). Rabinow highlights this form of towering in The Accompaniment by reminding us that the audience for research papers is really only other researchers in one's own subspecialty; this is obviously the opposite of seeking a wider public audience (Rabinow, Accompaniment 185). Anthropos Today underlines this claim by highlighting the fact that different "interpretative communities" rarely ever pay attention to one another. In the end, towering blocks discordant information from influencing one's beliefs and thus prevents true learning (Norton 34). One solution here is the creation of what Norton calls bridge concepts. Bridge concepts have empirical, measurable descriptive content and connect us back to our social values. Obesity is a bridge concept usefully employed in relation to our health (Norton 39). Bridge terms can, despite beliefs to the contrary, carry social value and be used with some amount of precision. Without bridge terms, we as a citizenry tend to be left with a lot of "precise information," but little idea about what to do with it. Norton's bridge concepts, then, look like they work to "make the relations between logos and ethos apparent" and a part of our "way of life." Norton then suggests experts need to "learn from the public discourse" and to guide their "research toward questions that really matter in policy choices" (34).
 Thus we see that one of the most striking reasons why science fits so poorly into our lives is because of the frequent attempts to separate science and values. This is inherently problematic in pragmatism not least because our knowledge is intrinsically guided by our values; it is a mistake to separate the two. "Expectations, values, and beliefs," Seigfried reminds us, "are already part of any experimental...
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