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  Abstract
  The objective of the study is to re-examine the Verba, Nie, and Kim (VNK)'s path-breaking analysis of political participation and political equality, under the inclusion of a social network model in Japan. In particular, the present research investigates how and why we find the extremely low correlations between one's socio-economic resource level (SERL) and political participation in Japan, the evidence unsatisfactorily explained by the VNK analysis. Building on the social network model and employing the first wave of the Asian Barometer survey conducted in 2003, this research presents a more comprehensive model of political participation. The study finds three major kinds of causes for the weak associations between SERL–participation levels in Japan: exogenous factors (i.e., sex, urbanization, and age); equalizing impact of social networks; and weak SERL–psychological involvement linkage. From the viewpoint of the social network model, it is clear that the weak SERL–participation linkage is derived from the equalizing impact of group-based processes, yet uniquely Japanese style of network involvement.


 


   
    
	
Type

	Research Article


 	
Information

	Japanese Journal of Political Science
  
,
Volume 17
  
,
Issue 1
  , March 2016  , pp. 44 - 62 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1468109915000389
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © Cambridge University Press 2016 




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


    
 References
  
 

 Aldrich, Daniel P. and Kage, Rieko (2011), ‘Japanese Liberal Democratic Party Support and the Gender Gap: A New Approach’, British Journal of Political Science, 41: 713–33.Google Scholar


 
 

 Cox, Gary W., Rosenbluth, Frances M., and Thies, Michael F. (1998), ‘Mobilization, Social Networks, and Turnout: Evidence from Japan’, World Politics, 50: 447–74.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Crewe, Ivor (1976), ‘Party Identification Theory and Political Change in Britain’, in Budge, Ian, Crewe, Ivor, and Farlie, Dennis (eds.), Party Identification and Beyond, New York: Wiley, pp. 33–62.Google Scholar


 
 

 Dalton, Russell J. (2014), Citizen Politics, Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, Singapore, and Washington, DC: Sage/CQ Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Dalton, Russell J. (2010), ‘Ideology, Partisanship, and Democratic Development’, in LeDuc, Lawrence, Niemi, Richard G., and Norris, Pippa (eds.), Comparing Democracies 3, Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, Singapore, and Washington, DC: Sage, pp.143–64.Google Scholar


 
 

 Dalton, Russell J. (2006), ‘Civil Society, Social Capital, and Democracy’, in Dalton, Russell J. and Shin, Doh Chull (eds.), Citizens, Democracy, and Markets Around the Pacific Rim, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 113–34.Google Scholar


 
 

 Dalton, Russell J., Shin, Doh Chill, and Chu, Yun-han (eds.) (2008), Party Politics in East Asia, Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers.Google Scholar


 
 

 Eto, Mikiko (2005), ‘Women's Movements in Japan: The Intersection between Everyday Life and Politics’, Japan Forum, 17: 311–33.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Flanagan, Scott C., Kohei, Shinsaku, Miyake, Ichiro, Richardson, Bradley M., and Watanuki, Joji (1991), The Japanese Voter, New Haven and London: Yale University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Flanagan, Scott C. and Lee, Aie-Rie (2003), ‘The New Politics, Culture Wars and the Authoritarian–Libertarian Value Change in Advanced Industrial Democracies’, Comparative Political Studies, 36: 235–70.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Flanagan, Scott C. and Lee, Aie-Rie (2000), ‘Value Change and Democratic Reform in Japan and Korea’, Comparative Political Studies, 33: 626–59.Google Scholar


 
 

 Flanagan, Scott C. and Lee, Aie-Rie (1993), ‘Social Networks and Political Participation in Japan’, Paper presented at a conference on Democratic Institutions in East Asia, Duke University.Google Scholar


 
 

 Flanagan, Scott C. and MacDonald, Michael D. (1979), ‘Party Identification as a Cross-National Concept: A Comparison of Japanese and American Identifiers’, Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington DC.Google Scholar


 
 

 Gelb, Joyce and Palley, Marian Lief (eds.) (1994), Women of Japan and Korea, Philadelphia: Temple University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Gelb, Joyce, and Palley, Marian Lief, (1991), ‘Change or Continuity: Women of Korea and Japan’, Paper presented at the APSA Annual Meeting, Washington, DC.Google Scholar


 
 

 Howard, Marc Morje and Gilbert, Leah (2008), ‘A Cross-National Comparison of the Internal Effects of Participation In Voluntary Organizations’, Political Studies, 56: 12–32.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Ikeda, Kenichi (2002), ‘Social Capital and Social Communication in Japan: Political Participation and Tolerance’, Research Monograph Series, CSD Center for the Study of Democracy Center for the Study of Democracy University of California, Irvine, http://repositories.cdlib.org/csd/.Google Scholar


 
 

 Imamura, Anne (1987), Urban Japanese Housewives: At Home and in the Community, Hawaii: University of Hawaii Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kaase, Max (1976), ‘Party Identification and Voting Behavior in the West German Election of 1969’, in Budge, Ian, Crewe, Ivor, and Farlie, Dennis J. (eds.), Party Identification and Beyond: Representations of Voting and Party Competition, New York: John Wiley, pp. 81–102.Google Scholar


 
 

 Katz, Richard S. (1979), ‘The Dimensionality of Party Identification: Cross-National Perspectives’, Comparative Politics, 11: 147–64.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Kim, Sunhyuk (2004), ‘South Korea: Confrontational Legacy and Democratic Contributions’, in Alagappa, Muthiah (ed.), Civil Society and Political Change in Asia, Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, pp. 138–63.Google Scholar


 
 

 Krishna, Anirudh (2002), ‘Enhancing Political Participation in Democracies: What Is the Role of Social Capital?’, Comparative Political Studies, 35: 437–60.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Lee, Aie-Rie (2010), ‘The Quality of Social Capital and Political Participation in South Korea’, Journal of East Asian Studies, 10: 483–506.Google Scholar


 
 

 Nakano, Yuko (2013), ‘Among equals? Women in Japanese politics’, Japan Chair Platform, https://csis.org/publication/japan-chair-platform-among-equals-women-japanese-politics.Google Scholar


 
 

 Noble, Gregory W. (2010), ‘The Decline of Particularism in Japanese Politics’, Journal of East Asian Studies, 10: 239–73.Google Scholar


 
 

 Pharr, Susan J. (1981), Political Women in Japan, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Putnam, Robert (ed.) (2002), Democracies in Flux: The Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary Society, Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Putnam, Robert (2000), Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community, New York: Simon & Schuster.Google Scholar


 
 

 Richardson, Bradley M. (1974), The Political Culture of Japan, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Rosenstone, S. and Hansen, M. (1993), Mobilization, Participation, and Democracy in America, New York: Macmillian Publishing Company.Google Scholar


 
 

 Scheiner, Ethan (2005), ‘Pipelines of Pork’, Comparative Political Studies, 38: 799–823.Google Scholar


 
 

 Steel, Gill (2004), ‘Gender and Political Behavior in Japan’, Social Science Japan Journal, 7: 223–44.Google Scholar


 
 

 Thies, Michael F. (2002), ‘Changing How the Japanese Vote: The Promise and Pitfalls of the 1994 Electoral Reform’, in Hsieh, John Fuh-sheng and Newman, David (eds.), How Asia Votes, New York: Chatham House, pp. 92–117.Google Scholar


 
 

 Tomassen, Jacques (1976), ‘Party Identification as a Cross-National Concept: Its Meaning in the Netherlands’, in Budge, Ian, Crewe, Ivor, and Farlie, Dennis (eds.), Party Identification and Beyond, New York: Wiley, pp. 63–80.Google Scholar


 
 

 Verba, Sidney, Schlozman, Kay Lehman, and Brady, Henry E. (1995), Voice and Equality: Civic Voluntarism in American Politics, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Verba, Sidney, Nie, Norman H., and Kim, Jae-on (1978), Participation and Political Equality, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.Google Scholar




 

           



 
  	3
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: alt]   


 













Cited by





	


[image: Crossref logo]
3




	


[image: Google Scholar logo]















Crossref Citations




[image: Crossref logo]





This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









Jenkins, Matthew D.
2019.
NATURAL DISASTERS AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION: THE CASE OF JAPAN AND THE 2011 TRIPLE DISASTER.
Journal of East Asian Studies,
Vol. 19,
Issue. 3,
p.
361.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Jenkins, Matthew D.
2019.
Explaining cross-country variation in collective action in the digital era.
Journal of Information Technology & Politics,
Vol. 16,
Issue. 1,
p.
1.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Jung, Do-Young
and
Ha, Kyoo-Man
2021.
A Comparison of the Role of Voluntary Organizations in Disaster Management.
Sustainability,
Vol. 13,
Issue. 4,
p.
1669.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar


















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference



[image: US]
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	


[image: Cambridge University Press]






	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








Social Network Model of Political Participation in Japan*








	Volume 17, Issue 1
	
AIE-RIE LEE (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1468109915000389





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





Social Network Model of Political Participation in Japan*








	Volume 17, Issue 1
	
AIE-RIE LEE (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1468109915000389





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





Social Network Model of Political Participation in Japan*








	Volume 17, Issue 1
	
AIE-RIE LEE (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1468109915000389





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















