
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Canadian Journal of Philosophy

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						[image: restricted access] Rehabilitating Objectivity: Rorty, Brandom, and the New Pragmatism
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Steven Levine
						  
												
						
	Canadian Journal of Philosophy
	
							Canadian Journal of Philosophy
							
	
							
								
									Volume 40, Number 4, December 2010
								
							
						
	pp. 567-589
	Article
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     	 Rehabilitating Objectivity:Rorty, Brandom, and the New Pragmatism1
 
	 Steven Levine (bio)
 

 
 
 
   I
 In recent years, a renascent form of pragmatism has developed which argues that a satisfactory pragmatic position must integrate into itself the concepts of truth and objectivity. This New Pragmatism, as Cheryl Misak calls it, is directed primarily against Rorty's neo-pragmatic dismissal of these concepts. For Rorty, the goal of our epistemic practices should not be to achieve an objective view, one that tries to represent things as they are 'in themselves,' but rather to attain a view of things that can gain as much inter-subjective agreement as possible. In Rorty's language, we need to replace the aim of objectivity with that of solidarity. While the New Pragmatists agree with Rorty's 'humanist' and 'anti-authoritarian' notion that the world by itself cannot dictate to us what we should think about it, they demur from his suggestion that this requires us to give up [End Page 567] the notions of truth and objectivity. The new pragmatic line of thought goes something like this: Implicit in the inter-subjective practice of giving and asking for reasons there are norms of correctness, of getting things objectively right, that go beyond the warrantedness that agents ascribe to each other's justificatory speech acts. In being guided by such norms, we are not, as Rorty thinks, simply trying to convince a dialogical partner that our view of something is justified, we are also trying to make sure that our mutual beliefs about that something are right. Because the question of whether these beliefs are right cannot be answered by pointing to a social consensus — as we can always be wrong about any given question — their truth or falsity is an objective matter. Since the commitments to both warrantedness and objective truth are implicit in our discursive and inquiring practices, a pragmatic reconstruction of these practices, one that takes the point of view of the agent seriously, will show them both to be philosophically legitimate.
 Many of the New Pragmatists — most notably Bjorn Ramberg, Jeffry Stout, and Robert Brandom — argue that the aim of getting things objectively right is in fact consistent with Rorty's own best insights. If Rorty only took seriously the lessons of his pragmatic radicalization of the linguistic turn, the argument goes, he would either be a New Pragmatist2 or, in Brandom's story — the story we will be concerned with in this paper — he would recognize that his anti-authoritarianism is at least consistent with a pragmatically reconstructed notion of objectivity. In this paper I argue that Brandom's attempted recruitment of Rorty for the new pragmatic cause fails because it misdiagnoses the source of his hostility to the concept of objectivity.
 Later in Rorty's career, the reasons for this hostility are clear: The search for truth and objectivity as they have been construed in the philosophical tradition is not consistent with human dignity and freedom. Rorty often put this thought in terms of his prophetic desire to help institute a second Enlightenment.3 The great achievement of the first Enlightenment was the change that it effected in our moral view of ourselves. Instead of seeing ourselves as morally indebted to something outside of ourselves, i.e., God, we came to think that the 'source of normativity' was internal to our own moral being. The norms of moral action are not given but are something that we need to take responsibility [End Page 568] for by deliberating together about what to do and what type of people we want to be. Rorty's envisaged second Enlightenment transfers this train of thought from the practical to the theoretical sphere. Just as we threw off our tutelage to an outside moral authority in the first Enlightenment, in the second we would additionally unburden ourselves of the need to bow down before the epistemic authority of objective reality. For Rorty, objective reality cannot dictate to us how we should represent it because it is mute, i.e., it does not speak and offer reasons to us. This is something that only we do in the inter-subjective space of giving and asking for reasons...
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