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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  The Molyneux Problem MENNO LIEVERS MOLYNEUX'$ QUESTION ABOUT the man born blind who is made to see, ever since it was made public by Locke's inclusion of it in the Essay,' has been taken to be a question about the relationship between the ideas acquired by touch and those acquired by sight. According to a recent commentator, the Molyneux problem "concerns the relationship between visible and tangible extension and shape as well as the nature of concept formation as it relates to them. The question that Locke made famous by posing it in his An Essay concerning Human Understanding thus directly has much more to do with the heterogeneity issue ... than with the question of when one can immediately see distance.", In this context several philosophers have proposed different modifications of Molyneux's original thought experiment. Recendy G. Evans, following Diderot, who in his turn followed Berkeley,5 proposed rephrasing the question of whether the blind man would be able to recognize and denominate a globe and a cube, three-dimensional objects, in terms of the twodimensional figures of a circle and a square.4 My suggestion, however, is that Molyneux's problem, seen historically, was not in the first place about the correlation between sight and touch. Berkeley pushed the question in that direction by stressing the heterogeneity of tangible and visible ideas. I want to argue instead that the Molyneux problem must be seen first and foremost John Locke,An Essay concerning Human Understanding, ed., Peter H. Nidditch (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1975),Book II, chapter ix, sect. 8. Hereaftercited in the text by book, chapter, and section. ' P. D. Cummins, "On the Status of Visualsin Berkeley'sNewTheoryof Vision,"in E. Sosa,ed., Exmys on thePhilosophyof GeorgeBerkeley(Dordrecht: D. Reidel Publishing Company, 1987),16594 . s Berkeley, An Essay towards a New Theorj of Virion, sect. 133, in G. Berkeley, Philosophical Works including the Works on Vision, ed., M. R. Ayers (London: J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd., 1989). ltereafter referred to in the text byNTVand the section number. 4 G. Evans, "Molyneux's Question," in CollectedPapers (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1981), 364-98. See alsoJ. Mackie,Problentsfrom Locke (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1976), 31-349 [399] 400 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 3o:3 JULY i992 within the context of the problem of the visual perception of depth.~ Although my argument is not perhaps the full story either, I nevertheless hope to convince the reader that it is at least part of the story. I will begin by presenting briefly the context in which the Molyneux problem arose. This will include a summary of Descartes's theory of depth perception and a discussion of its importance for Molyneux. I then discuss Locke's treatment of the Molyneux problem in the Essay and conclude by comparing this with Berkeley's treatment of it in An Essay towards a New Theory of Vision. 1. Molyneux twice presented his problem to Locke. The first time was in 1688, after having read the Abr~gL 6 What motivated Molyneux to pose his problem on this occasion? For the answer to this question we have to turn to his preoccupations at that time. His treatise on optics, Dioptrica Nova, was published in 169~, but the manuscript was probably ready before that date. The introductory epistle to the reader and the epistle to the Royal Society are both dated t 7 April 169o. It is therefore reasonable to assume that Molyneux was working on his treatise on optics when he read Locke's Abr~gL In the Dioptrica Nova Molyneux not only presents his optical theories, but also criticizes rival opinions, among others those of Gassendi and Descartes: Although the emphasis throughout the work is on the physical part of optics, Molyneux nevertheless does make a few remarks on the psychological aspects of vision, s After having explained the properties of light rays and lenses, he turns to the explanation of the retinal image. "... from every Physical Point in an Object Rays of Light are diffused in direct Lines through the Hemisphere round it."9 "... the Rays from each Point of the Object are all confused together on the Pupil .... so that the Eye is... 
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